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Ima B. Student’s
Score Report Plus  
Case Study 
➊ What Were Ima's Scores?
Ima’s critical reading score is 50, mathematics is 52, and 
writing skills is 44. The average 11th-grader’s scores are 
between 47 and 49. Unless students earn scores that are much 
lower than average, they’re probably developing the kinds of 
critical reading, math reasoning, and writing skills needed for 
academic success in college.

➋ What Are Her Score Ranges?
No test measures precisely what someone knows, and many 
factors can affect results. That is why test makers think of 
each score as a range that extends from a few points below to 
a few points above the score earned. Her critical reading and 
mathematics scores have similar ranges; her writing skills range 
is lower.

➌ What Are Her Score Percentiles?
Since Ima is in 11th grade, the percentiles compare her scores 
with those of all 11th-graders taking the test. (If she were in 10th 
grade or younger, she would be compared to all 10th-graders.) 
Ima earned a critical reading score higher than 55 out of every 
100 juniors tested. In math, she scored higher than 57 percent 
of juniors. Compared with peers who are college bound, Ima’s 
critical reading and math percentiles are somewhat higher than 
average. She did not do as well on writing skills; she scored 
higher than 33 percent of juniors on that portion of the test.

➍ How Will Ima Do on the SAT?
Ima is able to go online at www.collegeboard.com/
quickstart to access her personalized SAT study plan, which 
includes her projected SAT score ranges, state percentiles, a 
complete SAT practice test and resources to help her prepare 
for the essay that appears on the SAT. Using these free 
resources and taking rigorous courses will help Ima do her best 
on the SAT.

➎ Will Ima Be Able to Enter NMSC 
Competitions?
Add Ima’s critical reading (50), mathematics (52) and writing 
skills (44) scores; the total of 146 is her Selection Index. This 
index is used by National Merit Scholarship Corporation to 
designate groups to be recognized in its scholarship programs. 
If an asterisk had appeared next to Ima’s score, it would mean 
she does not meet entry requirements for the programs. In this 
case, Ima meets entry requirements, but her score is not likely 
to take her further in the competition for awards. For entry 
requirements and information on how the competitions work, 
see the Official Student Guide to the PSAT/NMSQT or visit 
www.nationalmerit.org.

➏ What About Educational Plans?
Under Educational Plans on Score Report Plus, we see that 
Ima’s self-reported grade average is B, and that she is interested 
in computer engineering as a college major. The score report 
gives Ima helpful counseling information, including a description 
of the type of study and work that complement her interests, 
along with associated skills and recommended high school 
courses. Ima can then use MyRoad in My College QuickStart to 
explore majors, colleges and careers that interest her.

➐ What Can We Learn from Ima’s Answers?
The score report is designed to be used with the student’s 
PSAT/NMSQT test booklet. It lists all of Ima’s answers with 
a summary of how well she did on easy, medium and hard 
questions. Ima can use My Online Score Report in My College 
QuickStart to review the questions she answered incorrectly or 
omitted, and complete practice questions of the same type to 
learn from her results.

➑ How Can Ima Improve Her Academic 
Skills?
The Improve Your Skills section provides personalized critical 
reading, mathematics and writing skills feedback based on 
Ima’s pattern of responses across test questions. The skills 
listed are those that Ima has the best chance of improving. 
For example, in writing skills, she needs improvement in being 
precise and clear and in recognizing logical connections within 
sentences and passages. The How to Improve tips, keyed 
to pertinent test questions, are provided to help students 
strengthen skills. 
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