
“So, what’s happening in Music Class lately?”  
by Mr. Bruno and Mr. Booz 

 
Here’s how 280 young musicians have been building their musical 
knowledge and skills this year: 
 

1.     Singing – Students in all grades are learning to sing in tune and with a 
good sound. In each class, we sing a wide variety of music, and we 
also sing solfege pitches (“do, re, mi”, etc.) that help us to learn to 
read music. Everyone can learn to sing well – it is a matter of careful 
practice and time. 

2.     Movement – Students learn to keep a steady beat and to perform and 
recognize rhythms through motion. Folk dances and motions that 
show the steady beat keep young minds focused on the pulse of the 
music. For much of the 30-minute music class, a steady beat is 
present. 

3.     Instruments – There is no better way to learn about music than by 
actually doing music. Third and fourth graders continue to improve in 
their recorder skills. For younger students, hand drums, egg shakers, 
and keyboard instruments are favorites. Much time will be spent 
playing instruments in all grades during the final part of this year. 

4.     Improvisation and Composition – “Can elementary kids make up their 
own music?” Absolutely! Music is a language, and just as children 
learn to speak and write down their own thoughts in English, we 
improvise (create) and compose (write). 

5.     Reading and Writing Music – In the Bethel Park School District, 
music literacy is a fundamental skill for ALL students. Like learning 
to read words, it requires time and persistence. 

6.     Relation to History, Culture, and other Art Forms – A piece of music, 
like any other work of art, is created by a real person who has a place 
in history and culture. 

 
Other notes… 

 
•        Has your child thought about what instrument he or she might like to 

study in third grade (strings) or fourth grade (band)? 



•        Good luck all of the Fourth Graders as they sing their Spring Chorus 
Concert at the High School on Tuesday, March 25th! 

•        Best wishes to you and your children for a happy, healthy, and 
successful final nine weeks of this fast-moving 2007-2008 school 
year. 

 


