
English 9 Honors Summer Reading List 
 

“The book to read is not the one which thinks for you,  

but the one which makes you think.” – James McCosh 
 

Even though many of us are just beginning to look forward to the summer months ahead, 

we still need to prepare for our work in the fall.  Listed below are the books that you are 

required to read in preparation for English 9 Honors.  While summer may seem long, I 

would not suggest waiting until the last minute to begin reading these works. 

 

You will be responsible for obtaining a copy of each novel on your own.  Both of these 

books can be found at the Bethel Park Public Library, at local bookstores, through online 

booksellers, or though digital versions of the texts.  Also, please note that free versions of 

Romeo & Juliet are available on the Internet. 

 

Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare 
 

 
 

In William Shakespeare’s famous play, you will meet Romeo Montague and Juliet 

Capulet who are two “star-crossed” young lovers from feuding families.  You will be 

drawn into their tragic tale as they try to over come impossible obstacles in order to be 

together. 

         

Enjoy the poetry of the play as Shakespeare’s vivid imagery conjures a tale of true love 

not soon to be forgotten.  Please note that the play is available in the “double-sided” text 

form that includes Shakespeare’s original lines as well as a modern “translation” of 

Shakespeare’s words.  Suggested versions of this format include No Fear Shakespeare: 

Romeo & Juliet and Shakespeare Made Easy: Romeo & Juliet.  Feel free to use these 

“double-sided” versions of the play in order to enhance your understanding of the play.   

 

                      (Continued on Back) 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefSS495LgSQAdsGjzbkF/SIG=12dhrntji/EXP=1272984850/**http%3a/note.ssreader.com/note/191985/Romeo_and_Juliet.jpg


Ella Minnow Pea by Mark Dunn 

 
 

 
 

 

As you read this clever novel, you might want to keep a dictionary close by your side.  

The author, Mark Dunn, will immerse you in a culture where language is revered and a 

cornucopia of colorful vocabulary is used in everyday vocabulary by the inhabitants of 

the fictional Island of Nollop. 

 

When tiles from the phrase “the quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog” begin to fall 

from their revered monument, the tiny island is forced into turmoil.  In response, the 

Nollop town council decrees that the fallen letters indicate that the phrase’s creator, 

Nollop’s “favorite son” Nevin Nollop, is sending the island a message from beyond that 

the island’s citizens should discontinue the use of the use of the detached letters. 

 

Follow this novel told through the written letters between young Ella and her cousin 

Tassie as they struggle to adapt their lives to the challenges caused by the town council’s 

mandates.  Challenge your own intellect as you decipher the new language codes the girls 

create in order to communicate in this innovative novel of “letters.” 

 

In closing, I hope that you enjoy a restful summer.  I look forward to meeting you in the 

fall.   

 

Mrs. Williams (formerly Miss Falce) 

English 9 Honors Teacher 


