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Foreword
This guide has been formulated to aid you in making the best possible course selections.
Review the course offerings carefully to be sure that you are electing the courses you need to fulfill
graduation requirements and prepare yourself for your chosen area of work or study.
If you or your parents have any questions about future plans and/or course selections,
please consult with your counselor or a staff member. They want to help with these decisions.

NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY
The Bethel Park School District will not discriminate in its educational programs, activities or
employment practices, based on race, color, national origin, sex, sexual preference, disability, age,
religion, ancestry, union membership, or any other legally protected classification. Announcement
of this policy is in accordance with state and federal laws, including Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, and Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
Employees and participants who have an inquiry or complaint of harassment or discrimination, or
who need information about accommodations for persons with disabilities, should contact:
Human Resources Department
301 Church Road
Bethel Park, PA 15102
(412) 854-8404
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GENERAL PROCEDURES AND POLICIES
Students are required to schedule six and three-quarter (6-3/4) credits each year
unless enrolled in a work-study program.
A “B” average in a subject area is required for admission to advanced courses. This
includes mathematics beyond trigonometry and advanced biology, chemistry, and physics.
Students, whose achievement in the first year of a foreign language is below “C,” are not
recommended to take additional work in that area without parent/teacher approval.
Records of courses, taken through accredited private schools or summer sessions, must
show evidence of a minimum of 120 clock hours of instruction, in accordance with the
Pennsylvania Department of Education regulations, if the credits are to apply toward
graduation from Bethel Park. One credit each year will be allowed toward course
prerequisites or graduation requirements for courses completed at an accredited educational
institution
Students capable of pursuing study on an individual or project basis may be enrolled
(with consent of the instructor) in the fourth year of a sequence along with students in the
third year of the sequence. Other factors that contribute to scheduling of courses elected by
students include:
1. Utilization of school facilities
2. Overall student selection of courses and limitation imposed by number of courses
desired in any one school year
Changes or alterations in course selection, when schedules are prepared for the
following school term, will not be permitted after the close of the school year. Programs
of study are normally developed in the spring which allows students sufficient time to make
desired or necessary revisions. If the completion of a course in an accredited summer session
requires a schedule change, adjustments should be made prior to the opening of school.
Independent study proposals must be approved by the School Board. The proposal
must detail the objectives and goals of the study as well as delineate the activities associated
with the study. The proposal must provide substantiation of time that would complement the
amount of time of a regularly conducted course. Independent studies cannot be approved as a
substitute for a regularly conducted course. The proposal must include approval signatures of
the student, parent, appropriate department curriculum facilitator, and teacher who would
work with the student. The proposal must be submitted two to four weeks prior to the
beginning of the requested semester.
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

COURSES

CREDITS

English

4

Social Studies

4

Physical Education

1

Health

!

Mathematics

4 * (Refer to page 60 for 4th year option)

Science

4 * (Refer to page 76)

Fine/Practical Arts
(Art, Music, Home
Economics, Business and
Technical Education)

2

Electives

7!
27
GRADES 9-12

Admission to Grade 9 is based on the satisfactory completion of the curriculum of the middle
school grades.
Satisfactory completion of 6-3/4 credits will be classified as a Sophomore.
Satisfactory completion of 13-1/2 credits will be classified as a Junior.
Satisfactory completion of 20 1/4 credits will be classified as a Senior.
REQUIREMENTS
All students (special education students with I.E.P.’s excluded) who fall below grade level on
a standardized test or state assessment in reading will be required to take reading courses until
they read at grade level.
*Students placed in the Alternative Education Program for more than two (2) semesters, may
meet graduation requirements by earning a total of 25 or more credits.
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GRADUATION PROJECTS

In compliance with Pennsylvania school law, Bethel Park School District will
implement graduation projects. Students graduating in 2012 must have completed such a
project in the 11th or 12th grade to satisfy state law.
In order to accommodate the wide span of interests, students will be afforded the
option of completing this project in a variety of courses and subject areas. Any course listed
with “!” next to it will be one in which students may complete a project to fulfill their
graduation requirements.
Specific Information
1.

During the scheduling process, students in grade 11 or 12 should indicate whether the
project would be completed in their junior or senior year.

2.

If students choose to fulfill their graduation requirement next year, the specific course
will be selected during the scheduling process.

3.

Each project will relate to the curriculum for the course.

4.

A project will include a paper, a presentation, and a product.

5.

Specific procedures and guidelines will be developed by the classroom teacher.
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SCHEDULE CHANGE PROCEDURE
Ordinarily, we expect students to retain the program they have selected with the
advice and consent of their parents. There are, however, circumstances which arise which
necessitate a change in the course elected. When valid reasons are presented and the parent
agrees, adjustments may be made.
Valid Reasons for a Change (during the first 10 days of a given semester)
1.
2.
3.
4.

Scheduling error
Summer school work completed
Insufficient credit for graduation
Previous Failure – Class taught by a teacher with whom the student failed and
when another instructor is available
5. Placed in wrong level of a course
6. Administrative Discretion
PROCEDURES
The counselor will make corrections in schedule errors without additional approval
during the first 10 days of school. These changes will be made through the use of
Schedule Correction Sheets.
After the first 10 days, all requests for schedule changes must be done in the following
manner:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Student must obtain a Schedule Change Form from the counselor.
Parent/Guardians must sign the form.
The teacher signs the form.
The signed form must be returned to the counselor.
If a consensus on the change is not reached, a decision will be rendered by a
committee consisting of the teacher, counselor, and an principal.
6. The percentage grade the student has earned will be recorded with the WD
(withdrawal) and calculated into the student’s grade point average. No credit will
be given for the course.

Non-Traditional Classes
Any student who is interested in taking a high school level or college level dual enrollment
course that is not offered in this course description booklet, they may request to extend their
curriculum. The request must be made in advance to the principal in writing. The list of
options are as follows but are not limited to this menu.
• !"#$%&'()*(%+&"&,)
• -.('$+/&"')0/1+#(#)
• !1%.)-&+/..2(&$)
The district will assist the student in finding available opportunities that match the student’s
interests. Some courses have associated fees which may be the student’s responsibility.
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DROPPED COURSES
All Courses – One semester or one year
1. If a student withdraws from a course with teacher approval after the school year begins, a
(WD) for withdrawal will be recorded. No credit or quality points will be granted toward
graduation, and the course will not be figured in class rank.
2. If a course is dropped, and, in the judgement of the teacher, the student deserves an F
grade, the F grade is to be issued to the student by the teacher and reported per the regular
grade reporting procedure.
TRANSFER COURSES
1. If a student transfers from one section or class to another, grades, at the time of change,
should be sent to the current teacher and included as a part of the total year’s grade.
2. Students adding a course during the year, at the request of the instructor, will receive full
credit.
EARLY GRADUATION
A student may find that his/her needs indicate that early graduation is desirable.
Students, who have earned sufficient credits to complete their graduation requirement by the
end of the first semester of their senior year, may request early graduation with written parent
consent. All diplomas will be awarded at the time of the regular graduation exercises.
EXPLANATION OF ASSIGNMENT OF LEVELS TO COURSES
Courses have been assigned a numerical value to indicate the level of difficulty. Each
of the three levels will have students with a range of ability and aptitude. A brief description
of the three levels follows:
Level 1

Courses which are remedial in nature and designed for reinforcement of the
basic skills. These courses provide for a slower paced learning environment.

Level 2

Courses which are for the average to above average student. A command of
the basic skills is necessary along with the interest to do self-initiated work.
This level is appropriate for students planning to pursue a post-secondary
education.

Level 3

Courses designed for high ability and honors/gifted students. Students need
to be highly motivated, actively creative, and willing to assume much
responsibility. Many courses at this level are designed to prepare students for
the Advanced Placement examinations.
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GRADES 9-10-11-12
SUGGESTIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COURSE SELECTIONS –
ACADEMIC (COLLEGE)
Bethel Park High School is a comprehensive school in that students may select courses
from all areas of the curriculum. If you are planning to attend college, the following areas of
study are suggested:
ENGLISH

Four credits with emphasis on writing and reading.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Four credits are required.

MATHEMATICS

Four credits minimum: Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II.

SCIENCE

Four credits minimum:
required.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Two credits minimum in the same language. Some post high
school institutions do not require a language, while others
require three or four credits.

HEALTH

May be taken in Grade 10, 11, or 12.

ELECTIVES

Those courses which will be helpful to you in meeting your
career objective, as well as courses designed to give a wellrounded academic background.

Science 9 or

Science 9 (Honors)

You may obtain further information by reading the COURSE DESCRIPTIONS,
consulting COLLEGE CATALOGS, or contacting your COUNSELOR.

AREAS OF STUDY BY GRADE LEVEL
GRADE 9 – ACADEMIC
Required:
ENGLISH
SOCIAL STUDIES
MATHEMATICS
Algebra I or Geometry
SCIENCE

CREDITS
1
1
1
1

Science 9 (Honors)
Biology (Honors)

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
FINE/PRACTICAL ART,
BUSINESS, or FOREIGN
LANGUAGE I/II
ELECTIVE

"
1
1

GRADE 10 – ACADEMIC
Required:
ENGLISH
SOCIAL STUDIES
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Suggested or Required:
MATHEMATICS
Geometry or Algebra II
SCIENCE
Biology (Honors)/Chemistry
(Honors)
HEALTH
Electives:
FOREIGN LANGUAGE
FINE/PRACTICAL ART
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CREDITS
1
1
"
1
1
!
1
1

GRADE 11 – ACADEMIC
Required:
ENGLISH
SOCIAL STUDIES
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Suggested or Required:
MATHEMATICS
Algebra II or Trigonometry/
Analytical Geometry
SCIENCE
Chemistry (Honors)or
Physics (Honors)
Electives:
FOREIGN LANGUAGE III/IV
ELECTIVE FINE/PRACTICAL
ART

CREDITS
1
1
"
1
1

1
1

GRADE 12 – ACADEMIC
Required:
ENGLISH
SOCIAL STUDIES
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Suggested or Required:
MATHEMATICS
Trigonometry/Analytical
Geometry, or Calculus
SCIENCE
AP Chemistry,
AP Biology, or AP Physics
Electives:
FOREIGN LANGUAGE IV/V
ELECTIVE

CREDITS
1
1
"
1
1

1
1

A description of ELECTIVE COURSES is found in your Course Selection Guide.
Look for prerequisites for the courses.
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GRADES 9-10-11-12
SUGGESTIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COURSE SELECTIONS – BUSINESS
Bethel Park High School is a comprehensive school and students may select courses
from all areas of the curriculum. If you are planning to attend Business School, the following
areas of study are suggested:
ENGLISH

Four credits with emphasis on writing and reading.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Four credits are required.

MATHEMATICS

Four credits minimum.
Algebra I & II and Geometry

SCIENCE

Four credits minimum.

HEALTH

May be taken in Grade 10, 11, or 12.

ELECTIVES

Those courses which will be helpful to you in meeting your
career objective as well as courses designed to give a wellrounded academic background.

You may obtain further information by reading the COURSE DESCRIPTIONS,
consulting BUSINESS COLLEGE CATALOGS, or contacting your COUNSELOR.

AREAS OF STUDY BY GRADE LEVEL
GRADE 9 – BUSINESS
GRADE 10 – BUSINESS
Required:
CREDITS Required:
ENGLISH
1
ENGLISH
SOCIAL STUDIES
1
SOCIAL STUDIES
MATHEMATICS
1
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Algebra I
Suggested or Required:
SCIENCE
MATHEMATICS
Science 9
1
Algebra I, or Geometry
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
SCIENCE
FINE/PRACTICAL ART,
"
Biology
BUSINESS, or FOREIGN
1
HEALTH
LANGUAGE
Electives:
ELECTIVE
FINE/PRACTICAL ART,
1
BUSINESS, or
FOREIGN LANGUAGE
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CREDITS
1
1
"
1
1
1
2

GRADE 11 – BUSINESS
Required:
ENGLISH
SOCIAL STUDIES
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Suggested or Required:
MATHEMATICS
Geometry or Algebra II
SCIENCE
Environmental Science,
Chemistry, or Physics
Electives:
FINE/PRACTICAL ART,
BUSINESS, or FOREIGN
LANGUAGE

CREDITS
1
1
"
1
1

2

GRADE 12 – BUSINESS
Required:
ENGLISH
SOCIAL STUDIES
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Suggested or Required:
MATHEMATICS
Algebra II, or Trigonometry
or Business Math with
computers
SCIENCE
Environmental Science,
Chemistry, or Physics
Electives:
FINE/PRACTICAL ART,
BUSINESS, or
FOREIGN LANGUAGE

CREDITS
1
1
"
1
1

2

A description of ELECTIVE COURSES is found in your Course Selection Guide. Look for
prerequisites for the courses.
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GRADES 9-10-11-12
SUGGESTIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COURSE SELECTIONS –
TECHNICAL PREPARATION
Bethel Park High School is a comprehensive school and students may select courses
from all areas of the curriculum. If you are planning to pursue a technical field of study after
graduation, the following areas of study are suggested:
ENGLISH

Four credits with emphasis on writing and reading.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Four credits are required.

MATHEMATICS

Four credits minimum.
Algebra I & II and Geometry

SCIENCE

Four credits minimum

HEALTH

May be taken in Grade 10, 11, or 12.

ELECTIVES

Those courses which will be helpful to you in meeting your
career objective as well as courses designed to give a wellrounded practical arts background.

You may obtain further information by reading the COURSE DESCRIPTIONS,
consulting VOCATIONAL or TECHNICAL SCHOOL CATALOGS, or contacting your
COUNSELOR.

AREAS OF STUDY BY GRADE LEVEL
GRADE 9 – PRACTICAL ARTS

Required:
ENGLISH
SOCIAL STUDIES
MATHEMATICS
Pre-Algebra or Algebra I
SCIENCE
Science 9
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
FINE/PRACTICAL ART,
BUSINESS ELECTIVE, or
FOREIGN LANGUAGE
ELECTIVE

GRADE 10 – PRACTICAL ARTS

CREDITS
1
1
1
1
"
1
1

Required:
ENGLISH
SOCIAL STUDIES
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Suggested or Required:
MATHEMATICS
Algebra I or Geometry
SCIENCE
Biology
HEALTH
Electives:
FINE/PRACTICAL ART,
PRACTICAL ART ELECTIVE,
BUSINESS or FOREIGN
LANGUAGE
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CREDITS
1
1
"
1
1
!
2

GRADE 11 – PRACTICAL ARTS
Required:
CREDITS
ENGLISH
1
SOCIAL STUDIES
1
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
"
Suggested or Required:
MATHEMATICS
1
Geometry or Algebra II
SCIENCE
1
Environmental Science
Electives:
FINE/PRACTICAL ART, BUSINESS 2
or FOREIGN LANGUAGE

GRADE 12 – PRACTICAL ARTS
Required:
CREDITS
ENGLISH (Applied
1
Communications included)
SOCIAL STUDIES
1
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
"
SCIENCE/TECHNOLOGY
1
Suggested or Required:
MATHEMATICS
1
Algebra II, Trigonometry, or
Business Math with computers
Electives:
FINE/PRACTICAL ARTS,
2
BUSINESS, or FOREIGN
LANGUAGE

A description of ELECTIVE COURSES is found in your Course Selection Guide. Look for
prerequisites for the courses.
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GRADES 9-10-11-12
SUGGESTIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COURSE SELECTIONS –VO/TECH
(Co-op) (12)
Bethel Park High School is a comprehensive school and students may select courses
from all areas of the curriculum. If you are planning to attend a Vocational or Technical
School, the following areas of study are suggested:
ENGLISH
Four credits with emphasis on writing and reading.
SOCIAL STUDIES

Four credits are required.

MATHEMATICS

Four credits minimum. Algebra I & II and Geometry

SCIENCE

Four credits minimum.

HEALTH

May be taken in Grade 10, 11, or 12.

ELECTIVES

Those courses which will be helpful to you in meeting your
career objective as well as courses designed to give a wellrounded technical background.

You may obtain further information by reading the COURSE DESCRIPTIONS,
consulting VOCATIONAL or TECHNICAL SCHOOL CATALOGS, or contacting your
COUNSELOR.

AREAS OF STUDY BY GRADE LEVEL

GRADE 9 – VO/TECH

Required:
ENGLISH
SOCIAL STUDIES
MATHEMATICS
Pre-Algebra or Algebra I
SCIENCE
Science 9
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Suggested or Required:
FINE/PRACTICAL ART,
BUSINESS ELECTIVE

GRADE 10 – VO/TECH

CREDITS
1
1
1
1
"
1
1

Required:
ENGLISH
SOCIAL STUDIES
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Suggested or Required:
MATHEMATICS
Algebra I or Geometry
SCIENCE
Biology
HEALTH
Electives:
FINE/PRACTICAL ART,
BUSINESS ELECTIVE
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CREDITS
1
1
"
1
1
!
1

GRADE 11 – VO/TECH
Required:
CREDITS
ENGLISH
1
SOCIAL STUDIES
1
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
"
Suggested or Required:
MATHEMATICS
1
Geometry or Algebra II
SCIENCE
1
Environmental Science,
Physics, or Chemistry
Electives:
FINE/PRACTICAL ART, BUSINESS 2
ELECTIVE

GRADE 12 – VO/TECH
Required:
CREDITS
ENGLISH
1
MATH
1
SOCIAL STUDIES
1
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
"
Suggested or Required:
CO-OP CLASS
1
Diversified Occupations,
Distributive Education,
Laboratory/Office
Experience
SCIENCE/TECHNOLOGY
1
Environmental Science,
Physics, or Chemistry
Electives:
FINE/PRACTICAL ARTS,
3
BUSINESS ELECTIVES,
WORK EXPERIENCE
Related to Co-op Class
MATH-Algebra II, Trigonometry
1
or Business Math with computers

A description of ELECTIVE COURSES is found in your Course Selection Guide. Look for
prerequisites for the courses.
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Course Descriptions
The course descriptions that follow this page are intended to give students detailed insight
into course offerings at Bethel Park High School.
Course are designated into two categories:
3 indicates Full year course
1 / 2 indicates a Semester course that can be taken
during either the Fall or Spring semester
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1.0 credit
.5 credit

ART
The program of elective art at the high school level is a collection of offerings for
those desiring personal enrichment and those pursuing art related careers..
The art electives provide experiences in developing perception, leadership skills,
appreciation for the work of others, awareness of historical cultures and contemporary visual
culture, and developing artistic skills.
Students who wish to specialize in Art are encouraged to enroll in as many art courses
offered before graduation and to save all their work in order to develop a portfolio. This will
give evidence of growth as well as establishing eligibility for admission to college or an artrelated occupation.
THE FOLLOWING ARE ALL STUDIO ART COURSES REQUIRING “HANDS –ON”
WORK AND CREATIVE THINKING:
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Art I

650

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

3

9 10 11 12

1-3

1

This survey course covers a variety of art applications using the fundamentals of design as
catalysts for creative expression. Experiences in painting, drawing, sculpture, ceramics and
mixed media will be covered. Trying new ideas, developing skills in creative thinking and
appreciation of art, historically and culturally, are emphasized.
!Art II

651

3

10 11 12

1-3

1

In this second level survey course, students will do in-depth studies focused on developing
sophisticated skills in drawing, painting, and printmaking and 3-D work. Creative
applications of media and developing a personal style of self-expression are emphasized.
Portfolio and sketchbook development is required.
Prerequisite: Art I
!Sculpture 1

660

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

Sculpture 1 concentrates study on the identification and use of three dimensional materials,
terminology and aesthetic concepts to create personally engaging thematic works of art.
Students examine different forms of sculpture with an active engagement in the study and
interpretation of historical, cultural, and production philosophies. Students learn to identify
properties of different types of sculpture through the hands on applications of a variety of
materials unique to 3-D art, as well as, learn about artists and their work. Sculpture 1 is a
semester course with no prerequisites although experience with Art 1 would greatly benefit
the student.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Ceramics I

671

SEMESTER

GRADE

1/2

9 10 11 12

LEVEL
1-3

CREDITS
!

This semester course covers all methods of ceramic construction from basic handbuilding
through the potter’s wheel. Both functional pottery and sculptural form will be included.
Some emphasis will be placed on glazing and decoration techniques. Historical and cultural
references will be incorporated into the lessons. Students will need to exercise problem
solving skills and a respect for the unique differences in other students’ ideas.

!Ceramics II

672
673

1/2
2

10 11 12
9

1-3
1-3

!
!

This course continues to emphasize the development of wheel throwing and hand building
techniques. Creative application of techniques will be emphasized. More time is devoted to
the use of the principles of design when creating ceramic projects. Students will learn about
the Japanese culture, create a Raku clay project, make their own glaze and participate in the
Raku firing process. The Raku firing unit will teach the students the relationship between
Chemistry and Ceramics. Developing a personal style will be cultivated. Portfolio pieces
will be created for those students planning to major in the arts at college.
Prerequisite: Ceramics
!Painting I

680

1/2

10 11 12

1-3

!

Painting I students will paint in a variety of water based media and learn to apply color theory
in a series of compositions focused on landscape, portraits, and figurative studies of plants
and animals. Prerequisite: Art I or permission from instructor
!Painting II

681

1/2

10 11 12

1-3

!

Painting II students will work on more sophisticated applications of paint media and surfaces.
Attention to scale, proportion and detail is addressed. Further study and application of color
theory and the development of a “painterly language” is emphasized. Students work on indepth thematic studies within a selected topic. Development of a personal style of expression
is encouraged.
Prerequisite: Painting I

16

COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Computer Art I

691

SEMESTER

GRADE

1/2

9 10 11 12

LEVEL
1-3

CREDITS
!

This is a beginning course in creating artworks using the Macintosh computer as the artist’s
tool. The students will be instructed on how to make works of art utilizing the tools available
with Illustrator, Photoshop and other design programs. The elements and principles of design
will be emphasized.
!Computer Art II

692
693

1/2
2

10 11 12
9

1-3
1-3

!
!

Students must have successfully completed Computer Art I. The purpose of this course is to
continue to advance the skills learned in Computer Art I. More emphasis will be placed on
the use of a variety of software techniques and tools. The focus of this course is not web
design or advertising, but drawing and designing with the computer program’s tools.
Prerequisite: Computer Art I
Independent studies will be offered in accordance with Board policy.

Art in Chemistry

695

3

10 11 12

2/3

1

/Chemistry in Art.
( 1 Art Elective credit & 1 Chemistry credit)
These two courses will be scheduled back to back during the day.
How can Art and Chemistry be related? The answer lies in a full year interdisciplinary
course that will bridge the worlds of art and chemistry. This course investigates the chemistry
of materials that go into the making of art media and materials. The chemistry behind
cellulose (paper), soil (ceramics), metal (etchings/jewelry), minerals (pigments) are a few of
the items that will be covered in the course. It also develops the student’s artistic knowledge
and skills while completing studio art projects that reinforce the chemical properties that they
are learning. For example, as the course progresses, students will explore jewelry making,
paper making and pigment making, then use the handmade pigments to paint on the
homemade paper, mix their own clay bodies and glazes to make a ceramic piece. All of these
imaginative art / chemistry creations will lead to a new understanding of the world of science
and art. Many works of art will be portfolio worthy. Art/Chemistry related careers are
discussed. The students will receive separate grades for Art and Chemistry.
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BUSINESS, COMPUTER AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
The major goal of the Business, Computer and Information Technology Department is
to provide all students with the tools necessary to develop business, economic, and computer
skills needed in today's diverse global market. A variety of courses are offered to advance
students' knowledge of computer technology and software applications for both personal and
professional use. Students who plan to pursue higher education will find these courses
extremely beneficial. They will acquire computer skills, business knowledge, and attitudes
needed to function effectively in our high-tech society.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Business Math
Using Computers

500

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

3

9 10 11 12

*

1

Use computers to discover business and consumer math concepts such as gross and net pay,
banking services, loans and credit. Personal applications of money management such as
budgeting, electronic checking accounts, and investments will be stressed. Students will
utilize available technology and acquire the tools necessary to solve mathematical problems,
analyze and interpret data, evaluate and solve quantitative and precise calculations while
applying sound decision-making skills.
*This course is open to students in grades 9-11 as an elective only—not as a math credit.
Only 12th grade students, who need a fourth math credit and who would not be successful in a
fourth math such as Algebra II or Trigonometry, could elect to take Business Math Using
Computer in place of a fourth math class. *These students would be limited to those who have
taken one of these tracks for their other math credits:
!
!

Pre-Algebra, Algebra I (201), and Geometry (205)
Algebra (201), Geometry (205), and Algebra II (210)

Sports and
Entertainment
Management

501

1/2

11 12

2-3

!

Thinking about majoring in Sports Management or Business??? This hands-on course
focuses on the practices, procedures and operations of major event and facility management,
including planning, funding, and managing these events. Students will be completing
simulations such as:
Recruiting Athletes and Entertainers; Sponsorships and
Endorsements; Customized Entertainment; Ticket Sales and so much more. This course
develops critical thinking, decision making, and communication skills while using realistic
applications. These applications provide students with the tools necessary for real world
situations and prepare students to handle specific tasks related to the industry. This course
introduces students to a career in Sports/Entertainment Management or Business.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
!Personal Finance 503

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

1/2

10 11 12

1-3

CREDITS
!

!"#$$%$&' ($' #))*$+%$&' ,(""*&*? Whether you're planning on attending college, technical
school or just plain moving away from home, Personal Finance is a -./)' 0#1*' course for
you. Student research ways of financing their college education, research various colleges
and Universities and their requirements, review the application process and take virtual tours
of their choice universities. Students learn the financial basics necessary for making smart
financial decisions now and in the future. Learn the financial basics for surviving in our
global economy. Personal Finance equips students with the tools necessary to make effective
consumer decisions. Students will use a variety of techniques including hands-on activities
and the latest in computer technology. Take an active role in your financial future by
acquiring the tools necessary for financial success. This course can be used to fulfill your
senior project requirement.
!Entrepreneurship 504

1/2

10 11 12

2-3

!

Do you have what it takes to own your own business? Would you like to be your own boss?
If so, then Entrepreneurship is for you. This class will show you how to take an idea and
develop it into a profitable business. Along the way you will create business cards, pamphlets
and more. You will have the opportunity to research costs, sources, suppliers, advertising, and
much more using the Internet and other resources available. Upon completion of the class,
you will have a comprehensive business plan that is professionally bound. This course can
be used to fulfill your senior project requirement.
Typewriting I:
505
Computer Keyboarding

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

Computers are used to master the keyboard by the "touch" method while using correct
keyboarding techniques. Students will then apply their skills to produce MLA formatted
reports (headers/footers/works cited), e-mails, and personal/business letters. Proofreading,
composing, technique refinement and skill development are also important aspects of this
course.
!Web Page Design 506
Using Dreamweaver®

1/2

10 11 12

2-3

!

Have you ever wanted to create your own web site? This course will provide the tools and
techniques you need. You will learn HTML to create web pages using the Dreamweaver®
program. You will design and create your own web site integrating text, scanned images, clip
art, animated graphics, links, Flash text, Flash buttons and Cascading Style Sheets. This
course can be used to fulfill your senior project requirement.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Advanced Web
Page Design

507

SEMESTER

GRADE

1/2

11 12

LEVEL CREDITS
2-3

!

Add some FLASH® animation to your web site! Further develop your Web page design
skills using Adobe’s suite of Web-authoring applications, including Flash®, Dreamweaver®,
and Fireworks®. This course focuses on using Flash to create digital animations. Learn to
create animated navigation bars, interactive Flash movies and advanced topics such as an
interactive Flash Web page. In-depth projects will be completed to build essential Web
development skills.
Prerequisite: Web Page Design Using Dreamweaver®
Digital Photo
Editing and Design
Using Photoshop

508

1/2

9 10 11 12

2-3

!

This course will use Photoshop CS3® software to manipulate and edit digital photos.
Students will learn to transform photos using the cloning, sharpen, burn, and gradient tools.
Students will also learn to apply special effects to photos using layer styles, masks, and filters.
This course will also explore desktop design techniques. Students will create projects such as
magazine covers, billboard advertisements, movie posters, and DVD menus. There will be a
capstone project that students will create using their own photographs. This course can be
counted as a ! credit that may be taken to fulfill part of the Science/Technology
requirement.
Computer
Applications

509

1/2

9 10 11 12

2-3

!

This course is designed to teach the student the basics of the most often used computer
applications—Microsoft Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint and Publisher. Students will
learn topics for each of these programs to provide them with necessary skills they will need in
high school. Core subject teachers expect students to know how to use these programs in
order to complete assignments for their classes. This is an essential course for all high school
students.
Recommendation: Typewriting I: Computer Keyboarding
Microsoft Excel

510

1/2

10 11 12

2-3

!

Why not EXCEL? Spreadsheets are common place in today’s business world. Students will
use spreadsheets to organize data, complete calculations, make decisions, graph data, share
data between other Microsoft programs, and create professional-looking reports. Prepare for
the future and become more marketable for employment. This is an excellent course for
college bound students.
Recommendation: Typewriting I: Computer Keyboarding
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Microsoft Word

511

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

1/2

10 11 12

2-3

CREDITS
!

Learn all those extras things about MS Word that will make your documents stand out.
Topics covered include applying styles, using templates and wizards, sending a Word
document via e-mail, creating hyperlinks, working with pictures and charts, borders and
shading, page numbers, headers and footers, columns and tables, envelopes and labels, and
mail merge. This is an excellent course for college bound students.
Recommendation: Typewriting I: Computer Keyboarding
Microsoft
512
PowerPoint and Access

1/2

10 11 12

2-3

!

Learn all the tasks to make your PowerPoint presentation stand out. Topics include creating
and formatting presentations, applying animations and transitions, rehearsing timings and
delivering presentations. Access is a powerful database program used in colleges and by
businesses. Topics covered in Access include creating tables and datasheets, forms, queries
and reports. This is an excellent course for college bound students.
Recommendation: Typewriting I: Computer Keyboarding
Accounting I

513

3

10 11 12

2-3

1

Did you know that Accounting is a required course for Business majors in college? If
you’re planning to major in Business, you need to get a jump on your studies and take
Accounting in high school. Accounting is the language of business. No matter what you plan
for your future, accounting will be part of it. In this class you will develop an understanding
of the accounting cycle in relation to the business world. You will utilize accounting software,
online working papers, Excel and Word to complete accounting problems in a computer lab.
Students will have the option to apply for college credit in this class. This course does not
fulfill a mathematics credit for graduation.
!Accounting II

514

3

11 12

2-3

1

Accounting II is for those students who want to further their understanding of accounting to a
higher level. In this class you will complete accounting cycle problems using real-life
simulations and integrated accounting software. This class will prepare you for the business
and academic world. This course can be used to fulfill your senior project requirement.
This course does not fulfill a mathematics credit for graduation.
Prerequisite: Accounting I
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Computer Skills
(Adaptive Course)

515

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

3

9 10 11 12

1

CREDITS
1

Computer Skills is an adaptive course that combines topics from Computer Keyboarding and
Computer Applications into a single year-long course. It is designed for the student who
would have trouble completing the curriculum of the other courses in a semester each. More
time is spent on developing keyboarding skills. The traditional letters, memos and reports of
the keyboarding course are taught combined with a unit on word processing. This gives the
student more time using the word processor as a tool as well as learning the traditional
formats for business documents. Introductory topics are taught in Microsoft Excel, Publisher,
and PowerPoint software. This course is ideal for special education students as well as
students who need a little more time to learn basic computer skills. This course is an
adaptive course than replaces Computer Applications.
PLEASE NOTE: Students who schedule Computer Skills should not schedule Typewriting I
and/or Computer Applications.
Technology for
the Sciences

516

1/2

10 11 12

1-2

!

Do you need to create a graph from lab data, type a lab report and include that graph, keep a
database of the data from your science project or create a presentation for that science project
that will stand out? Then this is the course for you. Students will learn how to complete tasks
they will encounter in science using a spreadsheet, database, word processor and presentation
software. This course can be counted as a ! credit that may be taken to fulfill part of the
Science/Technology requirement.
Business
520
Cooperative Work Experience

3

12

2-3

1

This course is for senior students interested in pursuing a career in the Business field:
Finance, Accounting, Business Management, Insurance, Medical Records, Receptionist, and
Secretarial. Students are placed in a business training station and are under the supervision of
their teacher coordinator and the immediate training supervisor. Students will receive
payment in accordance with minimum wage standards.
Prerequisites: Typing I: Computer Keyboarding, Computer Applications, and teacher
recommendation.
Recommended Courses: MS Word and/or MS Excel, Accounting I
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DIVERSIFIED OCCUPATIONS
Diversified Occupation is a career education class that helps Bethel Park High School
Seniors bridge the gap between high school and their long-term career goals by providing
them a better understanding of today’s work-based learning concepts and strategies in order to
advance in today’s competitive job market.
Seniors are scheduled for an early release to report to their employer for work experience.
Diversified Occupations is a two-credit course:
• Career Education Theory Class = 1 Credit
• On-The-Job Cooperative Work Experience = 1 Credit
The “School-based” classroom component covers the following career-based topics; Career
Awareness, Orientation and Retention; Communications; Employer Fringe Benefit Packages;
Business Etiquette; Entrepreneurship; Health & Safety; Workplace Trends in Technology;
Business Ethics; Economics; Workplace Legal Awareness; Human Relations; Consumer
Skills; and DECA and Professional Development.
The “Co-op Lab” combines the school-based classroom learning with a supervised workbased learning experience. This involves a planned partnership with specified connecting
activities, responsibilities, and a work place hour commitment among the student-learner,
parents, school and employer.
In addition, guest speakers from various career areas will provide their personal experience,
tips and “best practices” in the following areas: post-secondary education majors, effective
job search and job acquisition methods, and potential career advancement opportunities. All
Diversified Occupation students are eligible to join Bethel Park’s DECA chapter.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
!Diversified

Occupations

850
(Lab) 851

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

3

12

1-3

2

The Diversified Occupations program combines “school-based” classroom study in work
orientation (job readiness, employability skills, career objective development, and consumer
skills) with “work-based” on-the-job career preparation at a training site in government,
business, or industry. This course is for 12th grade students only.
The lab combines the school-based classroom learning with productive work-based learning
in an occupation matching the student’s academic and career objective. This program
involves a planned partnership with specified connecting activities and responsibilities among
the student-learner, parents, school, and employer.

23

WORLD LANGUAGES
The first three years of study give students a fundamental speaking ability and
knowledge of language structure. Presentation of cultural material is also included. The
third, fourth, and fifth year courses emphasize development of fluency and provide some
background in the literature and deep-rooted customs of the language and the people who
speak it.
A minimum of three years of study in one language is strongly recommended.
Increased importance of taking a foreign language, regardless of the careers students
wish to pursue, is being stressed more and more by Department of Education surveys,
employers and others. In other words, college entrance and interest in foreign languages, as a
career, are no longer the only reasons for taking a foreign language.
Foreign languages are elective courses. The first two years of a language are the basic
courses and the third, fourth, and fifth years are the advanced courses. A grade of “C” or
better is required in the previous year of a given language for recommended continued study
in that area. Any student entering the ninth grade with an “A” or “B” grade in Level One of
any language is required to register for Level Two of that language. When a student begins
the study of a foreign language, a “C” or better in previous language arts courses, adequate
reading ability, and academic average should be strongly considered.
A system of two (2) tracks for Spanish II & III and French II & III exists. Students
in each track will be able to reach levels of proficiency consistent with their abilities and
goals. The level II tracks will be designated Academic [A] and Honors [*], whereas the
Honors course will be offered at level III. The fourth and fifth year of language study
provides the student with advanced study of language, in anticipation of the AP (Advanced
Placement) Exam.
Academic students will have the opportunity to experience success in the foreign
language through courses paced to strengthen their communicative skills in the foreign
language.
Honor students will be able to accelerate their attainment of language skills. As
proficiency levels and communication skills increase, it will be feasible to include
more sophisticated listening, speaking, reading, writing, and literary elements in the
fourth and fifth years..
Students should elect to enroll in “Honors” language, if they have a strong B average
or above in the previous year. Teacher recommendation is a requirement.
Beginning with the class of 2012, Honors weighted QPA enhancement will be given
for those students enrolled in world language Honors courses. Honors courses are available in
French, German, Latin and Spanish II through IV. AP status is designated for all languages at
level V.
*Denotes 4.5 QP course.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
French I

301

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

3

9 10 11 12

2-3

1

French I introduces vocabulary, pronunciation, and basic grammar and conversation skills.
Life and customs in French speaking countries are included as an important part of language
learning. Materials include basic textbook and ancillary materials (workbooks, CD Roms,
and videos). Authentic materials are incorporated to enhance cultural enrichment.
French II

302 ( A )
3
306 ( Honors*)

9 10 11 12

2-3

1

French II enables the students to continue to develop the skills they learned in level one.
Emphasis is on communication and improving writing skills. Materials include basic
textbook & ancillary materials (workbooks, CD Roms & videos). Authentic materials are
incorporated to enhance cultural enrichment.
French II Honors covers the curriculum for French II and also incorporates the content for Le
Grand Concours (National French Exam). Students are strongly encouraged to take the exam
in March.
In the very motivated ambiance of French II Honors, the students become increasingly
proficient in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Enrichment activities and materials are
provided in all four skills. Student centered learning, such as partner activities and projects
are an important part of the class.
Students are encouraged to go beyond the book, to have a French pen pal, welcome a French
student for a short home stay, and use available internet tools. Authentic materials, such as
news broadcasts, magazines, and relevant websites are included in the class. The students
follow current events on the internet using our web page and our list of relevant, safe sites.
Each year we choose one significant cultural development to follow during the year.
French III

303( A )
3
307( Honors ) *

10 11 12

2-3

1

French III enables the students to continue to develop the skills they acquired in Levels I and
II. Classroom activities provide for increased cultural insight.
The French III Honors course covers the French III curriculum, and also incorporates the
content for the National French Exam level 3. Students are strongly encouraged to take the
exam in March.
In the very motivated ambiance of French III Honors, the students continue to develop
proficiency in the four skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. For reading and
speaking enrichment, selected stories from Le Petit Nicolas are read and discussed. Students
practice grammar and reading with Lingua Fun software developed for the National French
Exam. Oral-Aural proficiency practice is provided through computer recording and iTalk,
*Denotes 4.5 QP course.
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iPod recording. Authentic materials such as news broadcasts, magazines and relevant
websites are included in the class. The students continue to follow current events on the
internet using our web page, the text web pages and our list of relevant, safe web sites. Each
year we choose one significant, cultural development to follow over the course of the school
year.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
!French IV

SEMESTER

304 ( A ) *
3
308 ( Honors ) *

GRADE
11 12

LEVEL

CREDITS

2-3

1

See French III Description. In addition, the students are introduced to the study of French
literature by means of short readings.
!AP French V

305

3

12

2-3

1

Students will be able to advance their skills in speaking and listening as well as learning more
culture of Francophone countries. In addition to the oral program, students will sample
various excerpts of literature from the Middle Ages to present day, with an emphasis on
Molière (17th Century). Writing skills will be enhanced by compositions throughout the year.
Students will become well prepared for the AP exam via this course.
German I

311

3

9 10 11 12

2-3

1

The beginning program introduces the highly phonetic German pronunciation system,
offering students the ability to obtain near native pronunciation skills by the end of the first
full year. Conversations and presentations follow actual students in the three major Germanspeaking countries: Germany, Switzerland, and Austria.
German II (Honors)

312*

3

9 10 11 12

2-3

1

Communicative competency is expanded while proficiency work in all four language skill
areas is continued. Situations, real to the lives of this age group, will be presented as we
follow the individuals from the German speaking countries introduced in level I.
German III (Honors) 313 *

3

10 11 12

2-3

1

This level will stress vocabulary acquisition, especially idioms, allowing students to express
themselves using more natural speech patterns. This will enable them to communicate more
naturally and comfortably. Short readings will provide cultural information and exposure to
new “foreign” options and cultural differences.
!AP German IV

314

3

11 12

2-3

1

Here students do extensive work with synonyms, antonyms, and idioms. Contextual
understanding of readings will be taught, as material will be drawn from modern and classical
literature. This will include cultural and historical information, using audio, video, and
printed matter both set in history and as contemporary as happenings from that very week.
*Denotes 4.5 QP course
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
!AP German V

SEMESTER

315

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

3

12

2-3

1

3

9 10 11 12

2-3

1

Same as German IV in this guide.
Latin I

321

This course develops basic Latin grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, and comprehension.
The goal is not only to begin to understand simple Latin reading but also to understand Latin
and its relationship to English grammar and vocabulary, thus improving the student’s
understanding of his own language. Mythology and culture are studied through supplemental
readings, and discussions.
Latin II (Honors)

322*

3

9 10 11 12

2-3

1

This course completes the study of Latin grammar, continues the development of vocabulary
all the while in their relationship to English. Students also begin to study Latin authors such
as Caesar, Livy, and Ovid and discuss them in the context of their time and literary worth.
Latin III (Honors)

323 *

3

10 11 12

2-3

1

Latin III begins as a rotating three-year curriculum covering the following Latin Literature:
Vergil’s Aeneid, the lyric poetry of Catullus and Horace, the poetry of Ovid and selected
works of Cicero and Pliny the Younger. In addition to practicing translation skills, students
will develop the ability to analyze and discuss an author’s literary technique. Not only will
students be expected to understand Latin syntax, but they must be able to establish a thesis
and compose an essay discussing the content of the Latin text. Therefore assessment will
involve tests and quizzes addressing Latin text and essays practicing skills of literary analysis.
!AP Latin IV and V 324

3

12

2-3

1

These courses will continue the curricular cycle begun in Latin III. In these years, the
students will be expected to have achieved the goals of an Advanced Placement curriculum
and will be urged to take the Advanced Placement Exam.
Spanish I

331

3

9 10 11 12

2-3

1

The Level I program is designed to enable students to attain a novice level of communicative
competency and proficiency in each of the four language skills with the primary stress on
listening and speaking and the secondary stress on reading and writing. Spanish I students are
provided with basic verb structures, selected active vocabulary, and a limited variety of
grammatical structures. Spanish sounds, customs, and lifestyles are all part of the Spanish I
experience.
*Denotes 4.5 QP course.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Spanish II

SEMESTER

332 ( A )
336 ( Honors*)

3

GRADE

LEVEL

9 10 11 12

2-3

CREDITS
1

The Level II program is designed to enable the students to enhance their level of
communicative competency and proficiency in each of the four language skills through
continual review and reinforcement of the Level I material while, at the same time, acquiring
additional verb and grammar structures and expanding their vocabulary.
Spanish III

333 ( A )
3
337 ( Honors ) *

10 11 12

2-3

1

In the Level III program vocabulary acquisition will be stressed with an emphasis on
developing natural speech patterns through the use of idioms. Verbs and grammatical
structures will be reviewed, expanded upon, and incorporated into enriching the students’
knowledge of the language to enable them to communicate more comfortably in given
situations. Selected short readings will be used to provide cultural information.
Spanish IV

334 ( A ) *
3
11 12
2-3
1
338 ( Honors ) *
The goal of Level IV is to acquire language proficiency while reviewing and broadening the
foundation of Spanish grammar and vocabulary. Frequent cultural readings and excerpts from
authentic Spanish Literature are accompanied by an abundance of exercises and conversationstimulating activities.
AP Spanish V

335

3

12

2-3

1

The Level V Program is designed to enhance the skills acquired in the previous courses for
the purpose of effective spoken and written communication. Students read selections from
modern and traditional literature, including stories, essays, novels, and plays. Students
prepare for the Advanced Placement test with a comprehensive review of advanced grammar,
emphasizing the subjunctive.
*Denotes 4.5 QP course.
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HEALTH EDUCATION
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Health Education

910

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

1
2

10 11 12

1-3

!

This one-semester, required course is based upon the major health needs of adolescents. The
curriculum includes the areas of Emergency Procedures, CPR, Human Sexuality, Stress
Management, Nutrition and Drug and Alcohol Abuse with emphasis on drinking and driving.
As a result of this course, students will have sufficient knowledge to enable them to make
intelligent decisions regarding their own health and that of their own family and community.
!Advanced Health

911

1
2

11 12
10 11 12

1-3

!
!

This one-semester elective explores the health field in terms of the latest research, social
issues, careers and personal health. Methods of study include research, projects, lecture,
reading and interviews. Students may pursue topics of personal interest in the area of health.
This class meets graduation project requirements and is an honors level workload.
Prerequisite: Students must have completed tenth grade health with a B+ minimum as the
Final grade.
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FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
Family and Consumer Science combines aspects of social and natural science. It deals
with the relationship between individuals, families, and communities, and the environment in
which they live. Family and Consumer Science includes the areas of consumer science, foods
and nutrition, prenatal and child development, family economics and resource management
interior design and textiles and design. The courses enable students to relate to others through
group experience and to develop more self-understanding. Family and Consumer Science
encourages students to express creativity in everyday living and helps students prepare for
change in an ever changing world. Students will acquire skills and abilities that can lead to
careers or avocations. The courses offered are an excellent preparation for everyday living
and an introduction to many employment opportunities with or without further education.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

!Foods and
800
Nutrition:
Survival in the Kitchen

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

This one-semester course is designed as an introduction to basic cooking, techniques and
nutrition. Students of all aptitudes will find the topics included in this course helpful for
working safely in the kitchen, planning and preparing meals and making informed decisions
when purchasing foods. Emphasis is placed on working skillfully and efficiently in the
kitchen, understanding the science behind our food supply and preparation, preparing tastetempting nutritious foods and serving them creatively. “Hands-on” activities are varied to
make this course extremely practical as well as academic.
!Basic Foods and
Nutrition:
Foods for a Lifetime

801

1/2

10 11 12

1-3

!

Basic Foods will offer students the opportunity to improve food preparation skills, practice
critical decision making, explore nutrition choices, apply basic science principles to food
preparation, and discover opportunities in the food service industry. Basic Foods develops
students’ cooking skills by introducing them to more advanced topics such as meats, poultry,
seafood, and cooking complete meals. There is an emphasis on nutritional information. Field
trips to local restaurants, supermarkets, and guest speakers add to the information discussed
in this course.
!Introduction to
Clothing and Interior
Design

810

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

Introduction to Clothing and Interior Design is a course that introduces student to basic
sewing techniques and interior design concepts. The 1st nine weeks includes the study of
choosing fabrics, pattern selection and fashion trends. The 2nd nine weeks focuses on interior
design. Students learn about housing styles, color theories, and design elements and
principals. This portion of class gives students practical examples of how good design can be
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developed in the home. Students will work on many “hands-on” projects throughout the
semester.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER SEMESTER GRADE
LEVEL CREDITS
!Clothing
Construction and
Tailoring

811
812

1/2
3

10 11 12

1-3

!
1

This course is designed to make sewing exciting. The class is completely individualized to
meet the skill level of the students. Students may elect to take the class for one semester (1/2
credit) or for a full year (1 credit). The beginning student will find patterns and modern
fabrics to assure his/her success. The advanced student may move on to more detailed
garments or move directly to tailoring techniques. Emphasis will also be placed on purchasing
clothing wisely, choosing appropriate colors and designs for different body types, and
clothing care.
!Life Management 820
Skills

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

This one-semester course focuses on students becoming more independent, responsible, and
prepared young adults, ready to make rational decisions about important areas of their lives. The
course emphasizes topics related to peer pressure, self-esteem, gossip and rumors, teen pregnancy,
dating relationships, and long-term relationships. Setting goals, personal finances, budgeting and
independent living skills are covered extensively. Learning how to deal with the consequences of
decisions is also discussed. Students will use computer technology while exploring future career
choices. The “Baby Think It Over” program is an optional assignment for students who want to
simulate caring for an infant using an electronic doll. This course is for both young men and
women.
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THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Child Development is an approved vocational education program which offers courses
to increase the student’s knowledge and skills for personal and professional use. The program
provides occupational preparation in the area of childcare for students interested in
employment after graduation.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

!Prenatal Development 821
and Child Care

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

This one-semester course is designed as a building block for working with and becoming
knowledgeable of the young child – conception through age six. Students will be
investigating and discussing vital topics that will aid in their ability to care for the individuals
and their families such as: childhood illnesses, basic life support heredity vs. environmental
factors in child development, genetics, pre-natal and post-natal development, first aid,
nutrition and safety. This course gives students the opportunity to complete a senior project
and work with the preschool laboratory children. “Hands-on” observations will lead the
student to a better understanding of the physical, social, emotional and cognitive areas of the
developing child. Students will also receive certificates upon completion of this course that
can be used in future employment with children.
Child Growth and
Development I

822

3

10 11 12

1-3

1

Child Development I is an elective course designed to assist students in understanding and
guiding children of all ages – birth through adolescence. Through in-class discussion,
observation of children, and guiding young children in the laboratory preschool, students will
receive 48-60 hours working with children and become aware of the opportunities which exist
to promote learning in children at home or in a childcare center. Men and women can gain
personally and professionally from a better understanding of the needs of young children and
their diverse family structures.
Child Growth
823
And Development II 824

1
3

11 12
11 12

!
or
1
This course is designed to help students apply the knowledge gained in Child Growth and
Development I and enhance guidance skills through direct interaction in the laboratory
preschool. The students, under the supervision of the teacher, operate the laboratory school.
The students will develop practical techniques for guiding and teaching young children and
their families. Students in this class will apply the theory and instruction learned in Child
Growth and Development I in the preparation of learning activities, lesson plans,PA pre-K
standards, instructional materials, and in discussing observations and evaluations. The course
is recommended for students considering a career in early childhood education, elementary
education, day care, or related fields dealing with children.
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1-3

Prerequisite: Child Growth and Development I
COURSE NAME/NUMBER SEMESTER
!Child Growth and 825
Development III

3

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

12

1-3

1

This is a cooperative education program that enables students to combine classroom theory
and instruction with on-the-job experience. Through 48-60 hours of “hands-on” experiences
in the laboratory preschool, students will practice the techniques learned in class and develop
individual education plans for the preschoolers. Students enrolled in this class have the option
of job placement in a childcare center by selecting Child Care Cooperative Training – 826. It
is recommended for students pursuing a career in early childhood education, elementary
education, day care, or related fields dealing with children.
Prerequisite: Child Growth and Development I
Child Growth and Development II
Child Care
Cooperative
Training

826

3

12

1-3

1

This course provides qualified students with an opportunity to gain practical experience
through part-time employment in area child care centers. Students are placed in actual
training stations and are under the supervision of the teacher-coordinator and the immediate
training supervisor. Child Growth and Development III must be scheduled with this course.
Please note: The child development courses are requirements in the PA State Department of
Education approved vocational childcare program. These courses provide students with
childcare strategies that can be used both personally and professionally. Students who
complete this program can be employed as an assistant lead teacher in a childcare facility
upon graduation.
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TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION AND ENGINEERING
Curricula in Technology Education & Engineering integrate a comprehensive program in the
application of technology with a broad general education to prepare graduates to function in
applied engineering and technology-related fields in industry or education. Students develop a
strong background in the fundamentals of science, mathematics and technology so they may
apply their knowledge and skills to technical and management situations in industry or
education. In addition, students become aware of the impact of technology on the global
community and the quality of life, both for the individual and for society.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER

SEMESTER

Introduction to
Transportation/
Energy Systems

1/2

700

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

Applications of transportation and energy systems are all around us. These systems have an enormous
impact in our daily lives. In this course, students will learn about transportation and energy through
construction of related projects. These may include: designing and building a scale race car; the study
of energy sources and conversion devices; an introduction to the world of flight through building and
flying several model airplanes and a hot air balloon, and the launching of a model rocket; the study of
water transportation through the design and construction of a model boat.

!Air Transportation 701
Systems

3

10 11 12

1-3

1

This course will answer many questions, such as how a plane can fly, how pilots navigate, and
what kind of instruments are found in the cockpit. All of the students have an opportunity to
learn and experience flying in one of the flight simulators. The simulated instruction for this
course is focused primarily around the cockpit from the Cessna 182. Each student develops
his or her skills through guided flight instruction on a controlled flight. Another part of this
course offers the students an opportunity to learn the FAR’s (Federal Aviation Regulations)
from the FAA (Federal Aviation Administration). The students also complete and analyze an
air foil (Aircraft wing). This is a wonderful experience for every student to fulfill their
dreams.

Introduction to
Graphics
Communications

710

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

Graphic Communications is a sophisticated and rapidly growing industry. In this course,
students will work individually and cooperatively applying their creativity and computer skills
to the planning and hands-on production of several graphic products. The young men and
women who take this course will develop a wide range of graphic communications skills,
product printing methods including screen printing and computerized sublimation printing.
Students will also explore the career opportunities available in the field of graphic
communications.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

!Graphics
711
Communications
Design and Technology

3

10 11 12

1-3

1

This course offers students basic knowledge in the following areas of graphic
communications: principles of layout and design, digital imaging, photography, printing
techniques, and product development. Students will be introduced to basic design principles.
This knowledge will serve as a foundation to help them create well-organized, appealing and
professional looking projects. They will become proficient in the use of several different
computer applications, enabling them to produce better digital presentations. They will
practice good composition techniques in taking photos, and also learn how to digitally edit
their photographs. Through hands-on experiences, they will learn lithographic, screen, and
gravure printing processes. Project development will also implement finishing techniques
such as cutting, folding and binding. The course also offers information on the chemistry of
inks and paper. Students will learn the importance of recycling and proper disposal of
materials. This course will help students create better visual presentations for future
educational or professional endeavors, and may even encourage some students to pursue a
career in the graphics industry.
Introduction to
Electrical
Systems

720

1

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

If you are a student interested in being prepared for college courses in engineering, science,
etc., this is for you. If you are interested in a career in electronics, this is also for you.
Students will explore several areas of electricity including Ohm’s Law, resister color code,
electronic projects, digital circuits, and residential wiring. Hands-on involvement of circuit
assembly, circuit testing using breadboard to design their circuits, and digital multi-meters to
measure voltage, current, and resistance. Schematic reading and knowledge will reinforce
electronic theory.
The residential wiring systems unit is structured around the educational concepts of “Learning
by Doing”, and therefore student’s complete actual working AC circuits, such as: switch
control of ceiling light and duplex receptacle circuits. The theme here is “Repair/Replace’
wiring skills and procedures rather than electrician training.
A practical study of electronics has a very great deal to offer the basic educational process of
all students, because it plays an important part in the devices we use every day of our lives,
whether at school, at work, or at leisure.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
!Automation
Systems (Honors)

SEMESTER

721

GRADE

3

11 12

LEVEL

CREDITS

3

1

If you are a student interested in being prepared for college courses in engineering, this course
is for you. Automation Systems provides the student with a variety of introductory
experiences in industrial automation. Theoretical as well as practical hands-on laboratory
applications in robotics, automatic guided vehicles (AGV’s), machine vision, CNC
programming, automatic identification (barcodes), and programmable logic controllers
(PLC’s). Students learn what automation is, its advantages and disadvantages, and how it is
applied. Students will design and construct their own automated line robot. Once completed
this battery powered robot will be able to follow a specific path. Automation Systems applies
and develops secondary level knowledge and skills in mathematics, science and technology.
This course will be a plus for students majoring in any type of engineering programs.

Prerequisite: Algebra I
Introduction to
Engineering
and Design (IED)

722

3

9-12

2-3

1

Introduction to Engineering DesignTM (IED) is a high school level course that is
appropriate for students who are interested in design and engineering. The major focus of
the IED course is to expose students to design process, research and analysis, teamwork,
communication methods, global and human impacts, engineering standards, and technical
documentation. IED gives students the opportunity to develop skills and understanding of
course concepts through activity-, project-, and problem-based (APPB) learning. Used in
combination with a teaming approach, APPB-learning challenges students to continually
hone their interpersonal skills, creative abilities and understanding of the design process.
It also allows students to develop strategies to enable and direct their own learning, which
is the ultimate goal of education.
Students will employ engineering and scientific concepts in the solution of engineering
design problems. In addition, students use a state of the 3D solid modeling design
software package to help them design solutions to solve proposed problems. Students will
develop problem-solving skills and apply their knowledge of research and design to create
solutions to various challenges that increase in difficulty throughout the course. Students
will also learn how to document their work, and communicate their solutions to their peers
and members of the professional community. The course applies and concurrently
develops secondary level knowledge and skills in mathematics, science, and technology.
Prerequisite: Students should be concurrently enrolled in college preparatory mathematics
and science courses.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Principles of
Engineering (POE)

723

SEMESTER
3

GRADE

LEVEL

10-12

2-3

CREDITS
1

The main purpose of this course is to experience, through theory and hands-on problemsolving activities, what engineering is all about and to answer the question: “Is a career in
engineering or engineering technology for me?” By exploring various technology systems and
manufacturing processes, students learn how engineers and technicians use math, science and
technology in an engineering problem solving process to benefit people. Projects include and
automated marble sorter, hydraulic robot arm, ping pong ball launcher, bridge construction
and testing to list a few. Units of study include: mechanisms, fluid dynamics, electrical and
control systems, statics, material properties, and kinematics. This is the second class in the
"Engineering" series of classes.
Prerequisite: Grade of “C” or better in Introduction to Engineering Design.
Students should be concurrently enrolled in college preparatory mathematics
and science courses.
Introduction to
The Basics of
CADD

730

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

Students who can only take a Semester to study how Engineers use Computer Aided Drafting
and Design Programs to put their ideas of how to build things on paper. We will study the
fundamentals of the most commonly used CADD programs “AutoCAD 2008” and “Inventor
2008”. How to read blueprints, how to draw orthographic views, projection of views,
dimensioning, oblique drawings and isometric drawings are some of the fundaments we will
cover.
CADD 1
731
AutoCAD and
Architectural Desktop

3

10 11 12

1-3

1

Students who can take a year course to study how both Engineers and Architects use
computer Aided Drafting and Design Programs to develop and explain their ideas of how to
build things on paper. We will study the fundamentals of the most commonly used cadd
programs “AutoCAD 2008” and “Inventor 2008”. How to read blueprints, how to draw
orthographic views, projection of views, dimensioning, oblique drawings and isometric
drawings are some of the fundaments we will cover. We will also cover what plans architects
use to build a home. Fundaments of the Architecture plans of the Floor plan, basement plan,
and elevations will be studied and copied.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Introduction to
Manufacturing
Enterprise in
Metal

740

SEMESTER

GRADE

1/2

9 10 11 12

LEVEL

CREDITS

1-3

!

In this course, students will develop basic manufacturing and enterprising skills. Basic
techniques and processes will be used to produce metal products, utilizing different methods
of manufacturing, various tools, machines, and resources in the metal technology lab.
**2011-2012 will be the last year this course will be offered
Introduction to
Manufacturing
Enterprise/
Woodworking

750

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

In this course, students will develop beginning manufacturing and enterprising skills. Basic
techniques and processes will be used to make wood products utilizing different methods of
manufacturing, various tools, machines, and resources in the wood technology lab.
!Wood Materials
& Processes

751

3

10 11 12

1-3

1

Students will have the opportunity to enrich their knowledge in the field of woodworking that
was introduced in the Introduction to Manufacturing Enterprise/Woodworking class. Topics
covered include the continued care and use of hand tools, and the further introduction of
power equipment. Basic joinery and fundamental techniques of wood fabrication are
continued using both hand and power equipment, and additional finishing techniques are
studied. The course includes a machine maintenance program.
(This class can be used for senior project)
Foundations of
Technology

760

3

9-12

1-3

1

Foundations of Technology is a full year Applied Engineering and Technology course that
offers 1 science and technology credit. This course will focus on all aspects of technology
including the history of technology, engineering and design, power and energy, and physical
science. This course will also cover the impacts of technology on the environment and
society. This course is primarily lab based and will require a strong focus on safety.
Media
Production

770

3

10 11 12

3

1

Students in Live Television Production will be engaged in the workings of live T.V. Students
will learn the process for using high-end technology to produce television shows. Students
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will be required to work as broadcast journalists to create interesting and entertaining media
content to be delivered to the students of Bethel Park through the “Blackhawk T.V. Show”.
Students will be responsible for running all aspects of the television studio, recording all
video clips, and airing the Blackhawk T.V. productions to the student body.
The Bethel Park School District requires all students to complete four credits that meet the
standards for Science. This can be satisfied through the following options: Complete four
science credits or three science credits and on technology-related credits for graduation.
Technology-related courses are listed below.
See Technology Education & Engineering section for a course description
Air Transportation
Systems

702

2

10,11,12

1-2

1

Automation Systems

721

3

11,12

3

1

Introduction to
Engineering & Design

722

3

9-12

2/3

1

Principals of Engineering

723

3

10-12

Foundations of
Technology

760

3

9-12

39

2-3
1-3

1
1

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
All students are required to take the following sequence of courses:
Grade
9
10
11
12

Courses
English 9
English 10
English 11 or AP English Language I
A literature and a composition semester course (see pages 41-43)
OR
English 12, AP English Literature II

English Language Arts Texts Selection
Literary texts in the BPHS English Language Arts courses are thoughtfully selected by English faculty,
then reviewed and approved by District administrators. English teachers consider the contribution that
each work may make to the education of the reader, its aesthetic value, its authenticity, its readability for
a particular group of students, and its appeal to adolescents. The approved curriculum includes classic
and contemporary texts selected particularly to equip students for their future as citizens in a democratic
society and readers in post-secondary study. In acknowledging that all texts may not suit all students
alike in style and substance, English teachers respect the right of individuals to be selective in their own
reading while opposing efforts of individuals or groups to limit the freedom of choice or to impose their
own standards or tastes upon the students at large. Students or parents who find a particular text not
suited to their needs are advised to see their teacher and select an alternative text for independent study.
Grade 9
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
English 9

011

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

3

9

1

1

English 9 is a remedial course for students who have difficulty with reading and writing skills. The units
in the course will concentrate on the development of students' communication skills in reading, writing,
speaking, and listening. Students will use the process approach to write various kinds of paragraphs.
Literature selections will be geared to the reading levels of the students and some of them will correlate
with the time periods taught in American History 9. Students will also complete a research project and
give oral presentations as part of the course work.
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English 9

012

3

9

2

1

English 9 concentrates on developing communications skills through writing and literary study.
Expository writing instruction focuses on paragraph and essay development. Students write formal and
informal compositions, with emphasis given to persuasive forms. The Modern Language Association
(MLA) Style for format and documentation of sources is introduced. Students respond to literature not
only through writing but also through oral discussions and presentations. Many literature selections
correlate with time periods studied in American History 9, thus enabling students to make crosscurricular connections between the two disciplines. Students may read such significant early American
authors as Bradstreet, Jefferson, Franklin, Hawthorne, Longfellow, and Lincoln. Throughout the course,
students study such literature genres as poetry, short stories, novels, epics, and plays. Major works may
include April Morning, O Pioneers!, To Kill a Mockingbird, Animal Farm, Soldier’s Heart, The
Tempest, and Romeo & Juliet. Students are oriented to the Writing Center and Media Center/Library in
this course.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of middle school language arts
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
English 9
Honors

SEMESTER

013

GRADE

3

LEVEL

9

CREDITS

3

1

Honors English 9 is an accelerated English course designed for the high-achieving student who reads
and writes well. The language arts experiences will encourage academic creativity through the
development of the gifted characteristics of fluency, flexibility, originality, and elaboration. Reading
selections will encompass a variety of literary genres with emphasis on a broad background in the
classics. Major work studies will include Animal Farm, Fahrenheit 451, Romeo and Juliet, Ella
Minnow Pea, To Kill a Mockingbird, and Midsummer Night’s Dream. Writing projects and multiparagraph essay assignments will focus on response to literature as students learn to logically order their
ideas and to create their own poems and short stories.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of the previous grade level English course, teacher
recommendation, and high standardized test score (4Sight Reading Test). Students who plan
to take this course are required to read select novels on a summer reading list before the term
begins.
Grade 10

English 10

021

3

10

1

1

English 10 is a language arts course that will continue basic development of reading, writing,
grammar reinforcement, and vocabulary skills begin in English 9. There will be an emphasis
on building vocabulary and the expansion of writing skills. Students will also respond to
literature through a variety of assignments which will encourage the enhancement of
analytical and creative abilities. A written project will incorporate MLA format and research
skills to reinforce abilities of processing and documenting information. The literary genres
presented during the year will include units on Greek mythology, Greek heroes, film study of
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folklore, legendary heroes, and The Holocaust. Grammar studies will include parts of speech,
sentence diagramming, and punctuation. Examples of literature to be analyzed include: The
Odyssey, The Once and Future King (King Arthur), Night, Maus I and Maus II, Willow, and
the Greek heroes of Perseus and Heracles.
Prerequisite: English 9
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
English 10

022

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

3

10

2

1

English 10 is a language arts course that will continue basic development of reading, writing,
grammar reinforcement, and vocabulary skills begin in English 9. There will be an emphasis
on building vocabulary and the expansion of writing skills. Students will also respond to
literature through a variety of assignments which will encourage the enhancement of
analytical and creative abilities. A written project will incorporate MLA format and research
skills to reinforce abilities of processing and documenting information. The literary genres
presented during the year will include units on Greek mythology, Greek heroes, film study of
folklore, legendary heroes, and The Holocaust. Grammar studies will include parts of speech,
sentence diagramming, and punctuation. Examples of literature to be analyzed include: The
Odyssey, The Alchemist, The Once and Future King (King Arthur), Night, Maus I.
Prerequisite: English 9
English 10
Honors

023
3

10

3

1

English 10 Honors is a rigorous academic course designed to challenge students while
developing their reading and language skills. This course is recommended in preparation for
Advanced Placement and Honors courses in eleventh and twelfth grade. The student will
receive a background in literature, both historical and critical. Works studied include the
following four summer reading requirements: The Odyssey, Pride and Prejudice, The
Chosen, and The Once and Future King. Additionally, other major works during the year
include Antigone, Beowulf, Night, Maus I and II, Twelfth Night, and A Raisin in the Sun.
Literary genres studied are fiction, nonfiction, short story, epic, legend, myth, poetry, and
drama. Film will be used both as an extension of class content and as a medium for critical
analysis. Students will also practice for the PSAT and SAT by learning strategies for taking
the test and by practicing test questions. Students will increase vocabulary use through formal
weekly lessons. Instruction in composition will focus on the timed essay, the literary essay,
and the research paper, all of which require students to practice documentation of sources.
Students will have my opportunities to improve their oral skills through class discussions,
group seminars, and oral presentations. Formal instruction in grammar, mechanics, and usage
will occur and students will be expected to use complex sentence structures in conveying
complex thought processes. Students will be expected to edit for correct grammar,
mechanics, and usage in written assignments. Periodically, students will be responsible for
independent reading assignments.
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Prerequisite: Successful completion of Honors English 9 or regular English, teacher
recommendation, and high standardized test score (4Sight Reading Test and PSSA).
Completion of summer reading assignment before semester begins is also required.

Grade 11
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
English 11

031

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

3

11

1

CREDITS
1

English 11 provides a chronological survey of American Literature. Selections are geared to
the reading level of the students. Basic research techniques will be introduced and continued
emphasis on writing development will be maintained. Instruction in usage and vocabulary
will be reinforced. This course is designed to improve the basic reading and writing skills of
students.
Prerequisite: English 10
English 11

032

3

11

2

1

English 11 will provide a chronological survey of American Literature from the
transcendentalist period to the present. Students will study a variety of American Literature
pieces from several genres including poetry, novel, short story, drama, and film. The choices
of reading selections are arranged chronologically and are aimed to examine the progression
of American culture and of society while paying close attention to ethnic struggles and
achievements. Representative readings from the major periods include such works as: The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Great Gatsby, Of Mice and Men, Death of a Salesman,
and Catcher in the Rye.
Instruction in English usage and vocabulary (designed to prepare for SAT exams) will
complement the works studied and help to improve writing skills. A research paper
examining a literary topic and drawing from primary and secondary sources is required.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 10
English 11
(Honors)

033

3

11

3

1

Honors English 11 is an accelerated language arts course designed for students who are avid
readers and talented writers. With the aim of preparing students for post secondary education,
it has both a demanding workload and accelerated pace. Each unit requires significant
independent reading and writing, and several major projects require students to work
collaboratively outside of class.
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Students will study a variety of American Literature pieces from several genres including
poetry, novel, short story, drama, and film. The choices of texts are arranged both
thematically and chronologically and are aimed to examine the progression of American
culture and of society while paying close attention to ethnic struggles and achievements.
Instruction in English usage and vocabulary (designed to prepare for college entrance exams)
will complement the works studied and help to improve writing skills. Writing requirements
include several analytical essays on literature as well as narrative responses to philosophical
ideas and literary methods discussed in class. In addition, a six-to-eight-page research paper
examining a literary topic and drawing from primary and secondary (critical) sources is
required. Students who plan to take this course are required to read select novels on a
summer reading list before the term begins.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of the previous grade level English course, teacher
recommendation, and high standardized test score (4Sight Reading Test). Students who plan
to take this course are required to read select novels on a summer reading list before the term
begins.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
AP English
Language I

034

SEMESTER

GRADE

3

11

LEVEL

CREDITS

3

1

Earn a college credit while in high school and challenge yourself to be the best that you can
be. That is the opportunity available for those who qualify for the A.P. English 11 Language
and Composition class and for those who earn a high enough score on the A.P. Language and
Composition Evaluation Exam. This is a year-long course that concentrates on developing
sophisticated written communication and literary analysis skills. The course is structured for
those students who are willing and capable of working at a college level. To qualify, a
student must have earned a high score on the BPHS English assessment test and have a
recommendation from his/her previous year’s English instructor. Students will study a variety
of literary genres and will be required to do the following tasks: analyze and interpret
samples of good writing, identify and explain an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and
techniques, identify effective strategies and author’s use of rhetorical strategies and
techniques, identify effective strategies and techniques in sample writing assignments, apply
effective strategies and techniques in individual writing assignments, create and sustain
arguments based on assigned readings, develop and write an effective analytical research
paper, write in a variety of genres, and demonstrate a mastery of the standard written English.
Students will also be required to complete summer reading assignments prior to the beginning
of the class in September.
Prerequisite: Exemplary completion of 10th Grade Honors English course, teacher
recommendation, and high standardized test score (4Sight Reading Test). To promote
success, students should be competent, avid readers with strong writing skills as the course
does require a considerable amount of reading and writing. Students who plan to take this
course are required to read select novels on a summer reading list before the term begins
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Grade 12
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
English 12

041

SEMESTER
3

GRADE
12

LEVEL
1

CREDITS
1

The main goal of English 12 – Level 1 is to prepare students for any of a number of life
options. Students will be exposed to widely varied genres of classical literature.
Additionally, students will gain the communication skills needed to better prepare them for
life. Practical reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills will be interspersed with
classical literature in an effort to make the learning experience more authentic, credible, and
stimulating. In essence, this course will prepare students for the working world and/or future
educational experiences.
Prerequisite: English 11
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
English 12
Honors

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDIT

043
3

12

3

1

English 12 Honors is an accelerated language arts course designed for students who are avid
readers and fluent writers. Intended as a transition to post secondary schools, its lively pace
and intensive requirements prepare college-bound students with similar scholastic rigor.
Students are expected to take a good amount of independent reading and challenging texts in
stride.
Selections of fiction, poetry, drama, and film are studied as exemplars to acquaint students
with the rich variety of the world’s literary tradition. This series of texts, often thematically
related, provides interesting insights into cultural attitudes and values of the contexts which
produced them as well as their enduring influences today. These works constitute
comparative studies that span time and place, moving from ancient to contemporary pieces.
Literary study is in tandem with intensive writing and research techniques. Students are
required to write several brief analytical essays on literature, using a variety of critical
approaches, as well as keep a narrative inquiry journal-notebook. An eight-to-ten-page source
research paper on a literary topic is required. Enrichment projects that relate literature to the
arts, humanities, and sciences augment the course, including an annual field trip to the
Nationality Rooms at the University of Pittsburgh
Prerequisite: Successful completion of the previous grade level English course, teacher
recommendation, and high standardized test score (4Sight Reading Test). Students who plan
to take this course are required to read select novels on a summer reading list before the term
begins.
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AP English
Literature II

044

3

12

3

1

Advanced Placement English II is a College Board year-long twelfth grade course designed to
prepare students to take the Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition
Examination in order to earn exemption from taking college English. Therefore the course is
for those students who are willing and able to work at a college level. Critical reading,
analytical writing, and thoughtful discussion about meritorious literary works form the basis
of activity in the course. Written work includes journal entries, in-class timed essays,
analytical papers, documented research, and creative works, such as poems or short stories.
In addition to student literary analysis, discussion about published critical analyses will
accompany the study of each work. Poetry, drama, mythology, and the short story are the
major genres studied in this course. Nonfiction and the novel are also studied. Some of the
major works include The Metamorphosis, The Dubliners, Hamlet, Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are Dead, A Doll’s House, A Man for All Seasons, Oedipus, Antigone, and The
Frogs. Independent assignments such as short story journals, book analyses, research papers,
and poetry presentations are assigned as part of each nine weeks.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of the previous grade level English course, teacher
recommendation, and high standardized test score (4Sight Reading Test). Students who plan
to take this course are required to read select novels on a summer reading list before the term
begins.

GRADE 12 SEMESTER OPTIONS
Five senior courses are designed as semester courses that students may select to fulfill
their 12th Grade English requirement. To do so, seniors must select one literature course and
one writing course. Additional courses may be taken as electives.
The traditional senior semester option in literature is World Literature or British Literature,
with the option in writing being Writing for the Humanities and Social Sciences or Writing
for the Sciences. Another writing course is offered for seniors who are less fluent in writing
and require remediation and development in their basic composition skills; with teacher
recommendation, these students may select Writing Skills in tandem with one of the literature
semesters. Writing Skills may also be taken as an elective in addition to a full year of English
12-1.
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LITERATURE COURSES
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
British
Literature

051

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

1/2

12

2-3

!

In British Literature class, students read some of the very best stories from the United
Kingdom. From tales of heroes like Beowulf to villains like Macbeth, or monsters in
Frankenstein and clowns in Waiting for Godot, this course includes the classic and modern
texts that trace our Anglo-American heritage. Through reading, informal and creative writing,
discussion, dramatic activity, art and digital technology projects, tudents have the opportunity
to form meaningful responses to poetry, prose, fiction, and drama. Titles include: Canterbury
Tales, Macbeth, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, Frankenstein, Nineteen Eighty-Four, and
Arcadia. This semester course presents a lively survey of key works that prepare students for
post-secondary study.
World
Literature

052

1/2

12

2-3

!

The semester course includes literary selections from around the globe and focuses on the
Western Tradition in literature, tracing its origins from mythology through English literature.
Major works include Beowulf, The Inferno, Gilgamesh, The Odyssey, Antigone, Mythology,
and a Shakespearean play. Students respond to the literature through oral discussions and
written essays. This course provides students with a structure and a focus for reading by
studying literary classics.
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COMPOSITION COURSES
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Writing for
053
The Humanities and
Social Sciences

SEMESTER
1/2

GRADE
12

LEVEL
2-3

CREDITS
!

Writing for the Humanities is one of two senior English semester writing courses designed to
prepare students for the rigors of college writing. Students entering the arts, business,
humanities, liberal arts, or social sciences will benefit from this course. The focus of study
and writing in the course will be on expository, analytical, descriptive, and persuasive essays.
Various patterns of development, including descriptive, narrative, process, comparison,
definition, cause/effect, problem/solution, classification, and persuasion, may be used in
writing essays. Students will also complete an extensive documented research paper which
will be orally presented to the class. Topics for assignments will be based upon the student’s
interest and approval. Grammar and mechanics will be reviewed since students are expected
to edit their work. Word processed tests are required.
Writing
For the Sciences

054

1/2

12

2-3

!

This course is designed to prepare the college-bound student for the rigors of post-secondary
writing in the scientific disciplines. Knowledge of American Psychological Association (APA)
format is commonly required for most scientific fields at the college level. This format will be
introduced and utilized for all assignments related to this course. Careful attention to details,
elevated vocabulary use, objective and directly stated factual analysis, and time management for
assignments will be stressed. Students will be expected to complete all assignments within the
directed time frames and follow directions precisely. Attention will be given to reports,
observations, surveys, analysis, required business formats, and documented research studies.
Examples of assignments include Interview and presentation, Process Paper, Classification Paper,
Definition Paper, Business Unit, Group Observation Report and presentation, Group Survey and
Comparison study, a Position Paper based upon the film study of Lorenzo’s Oil (which
incorporates inductive and deductive argument writing methods), and a documented Research
Paper and presentation. A Portfolio of all graded assignments will be required and assigned points
for a portion of the Final Exam grade.

Writing Skills

055

1/2

11- 12

1-2

!

Writing Skills is an intensive, remedial and developmental course in the technique of clear,
effective expository writing. Designed primarily for senior students who experience difficulty
in writing and recommended for the students who have not demonstrated “Proficiency” on the
PSSA exam. This course provides focused instruction and practice in the fundamentals of
expository writing. Seniors who do not meet “Proficiency” in Writing on the 11th grade
PSSA should take this course. Students will develop their composition skills repertoire from
informal, personal essays to formal, documented essays based on source research and
business communications. Students will focus on ways to structure ideas and express clear,
effective meaning for the variety of audiences that they are likely to encounter in future
academic and work environments. Students will be required to recognize effective writing,
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practice the writing process, consider the uses of rational, emotional, and ethical appeals in
writing, select words and construct sentences, connect sentence and paragraphs with fluent
transitional devices, and plan and draft compositions. Building vocabulary, drilling in usage,
learning from models, comparing views, editing and reading one’s own and peer
compositions, and keeping a writer’s journal will be part of the required practice.
Writing Skills is not a college-preparatory course; Writing for the Humanities and Writing for
the Sciences are designed for the college-bound student.
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
ELECTIVE PROGRAM
The English Language Arts Elective Program is designed to provide students with
opportunities to pursue interest in the discipline beyond the scope of the Core Program. The
courses have been planned to enrich and complement the Core Program and encourage
lifelong learning and career pursuits related to the language arts. Like the Core Program, the
Elective Program is academically rigorous. Electives are open to students at all grade levels.
Please note that electives do not fulfill the English credit requirement and some may offer
Graduation Projects; they are to be taken in addition to the Core Program; however, they do
count toward the total graduation credit requirement.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Writing Skills

055

SEMESTER
1

GRADE

LEVEL

11- 12

1-2

CREDITS
!

Writing skills is an intensive, remedial developmental course in the technique of clear,
effective expository writing that may be taken as an elective, in addition to required English
courses in the 11th and 12th Grade. It is designed primarily for senior students who
experience difficulty in writing, and for the students who have not demonstrated
“Proficiency” on the PSSA exam. Please see the full course description under “Grade Twelve
Semester Options.
Creative
Writing I

060

1/2

9 10 11 12

2-3

!

Creative Writing is designed for students interested in writing imaginative works. Primarily,
the short story, poetry, and descriptive forms will be explored. However, given student
interest and time available, other genres such as plays and essays can be written. Emphasis
will be placed on expanding the students’ power of observation and imagination. Although
some of the writing will be spontaneous through the use of journals, students will be expected
to adhere to the basic rules of the English language involving mechanics and grammatical
usage. A field trip to Carnegie Museum of Art provides students with an opportunity to
explore the nexus of inspiration and response, of fine arts and composition.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Creative
Writing II

061

SEMESTER

GRADE

2

9 10 11 12

LEVEL
2-3

CREDITS
!

Creative Writing II satisfies the need of students who wish to pursue imaginative writing and
perfect the craft of fiction, poetry, and drama writing. The course will offer interested
students the opportunity to receive feedback on their own writing in a workshop setting.
Emphasis will be placed on expanding the students’ development of characterization, point of
view, plot, setting, description, dialogue, meter, voice, imagery, tone, and style. The structure
of the course is based primarily as a writing workshop. Grade will be determined by a
students’ own fiction or poetry written during the course, presented in portfolio form at the
end of the semester, class participation, which may include group work, and may include a
journal.
Prerequisite: Creative Writing I
Imaginative
070
Fiction I:
Fantasy, Science Fiction,
& Myth

1

9 10 11 12

2-3

!

If you are creative and think outside of the box, you will love this course. Imaginative Fiction
offers works from authors such as: Stephen King, JRR Rolkien, Michael Crichton, H.G.
Wells, Ray Bradbury, Bram Stocker, Aldous Huxley and more. Geared for the accelerated
reader (I.e. English Level II or above), the course is designed for students who love to read
and to discuss their opinions on high interest novels. Students will also participate in
comparison analysis of novels to movie counterparts. Come join us and discover how much
fun and relaxation can be had through reading.
Imaginative
Fiction II:
Mystery, Spy
and Adventure

071

2

9 10 11 12

2-3

!

If you have a love of puzzles, adventures, and “who done its,” this course is for you. Mystery,
spy, and suspense novels will stretch your analytical muscles. Just when you think that you
know what will ultimately happen, a twist is thrown into the plot. The result is pure
entertainment. Do we have great authors? You bet. Our novels are from authors such as:
Tom Clancy, Dean Koontz, Agatha Christie, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, William Golding and
many more. Searching for the details and style that make these stories so interesting, students
will analyze both novels and movie counterparts. The course is designed for students who
love to read, who are eager to discuss, and who are capable of maintaining challenging
reading assignments. This course is a Level 2-3. Note: Imaginative Fiction I is NOT a
prerequisite; you may elect either course in any order.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Media Literacy:
Understanding Film,
Television, Internet
Advertising

080

SEMESTER
1/2

GRADE
9 10 11 12

LEVEL
1-3

CREDITS
!

What’s an advertisement really selling? How does a filmmaker make an audience “feel” a
climatic scene? How can people evaluate what they see on the Internet? Teenagers spend
more time per week with the popular media (television, movies, the Internet, etc.) than they
do in school )or, in many cases, even sleeping), according to a recent Pew Charitable Trust
report. Generally, however, students are passive consumers, spending little thought
considering the techniques used to manipulate these powerful media and the results of those
media messages. This course aims to “pull back the curtain” on various media outlets use to
communicate media messages. Thus, students equipped with this understanding become
aware and “smart” consumers of media. In projects and class activities, students will then use
these techniques to produce their own messages. Students will create photo and sound stories,
advertisements and short films, and create projects for the internet.
Public
Speaking

081

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

One’s judgment of a person is never complete until the person speaks. Speech includes not
only what is said but also how it is said – the voice, diction, and manner. This Public
Speaking course deals with the preparation required before speaking as well as the various
types of deliveries necessary for successful public speaking. The course also deals with
increasing one’s confidence through knowledge and preparation.
Sooner or later, each of us is called upon to do some public speaking. It enters virtually all
levels of our lives: classes in school, our occupation, involvement in church and other
organized groups, family functions, political campaigns and activities, social functions, etc.
All of these and more may require speaking in public. In this Public Speaking elective
course, the student will study and put into practice the basic skills in preparing and presenting
various speech types to an audience.
Critical Thinking
082
& Study Skills
(formerly Study Skills/Test
Taking)

1

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

This one-semester course is designed for students who desire to develop study skills and test
taking strategies. This course will ultimately help students to set and achieve both educational
and life goals. Students will leave this class with a better understanding of their individual
strengths and weaknesses, and the information and skills to improve their own understanding,
learning and retention across disciplines. This course not only teaches students how to go
about becoming better students but also arms them with the tools to become high achievers in
all aspects of their lives.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Scholastic Journalism
Workshop

083

SEMESTER
3

GRADE
9 10 11 12

LEVEL
1-3

CREDITS
1

Scholastic Journalism Workshop is an elective English course that introduces students to
authentic skills and hands-on practice of effective scholastic journalism through the
production of the Bethel Park High School newspaper for the student body of BPHS.
Students may also publish school news through an online news source to be developed from
print versions and linked to the school website. Thus, students will demonstrate journalistic
skills and knowledge to be acquired in the beginning weeks of the school year and developed
through publication. These skills include, but are not limited to, interviewing, reporting,
writing, editing, layout/design, photography, business management, and advertising.
Class members will comprise the staff of the newspaper, with repeating-year-students taking
editorial-management positions and beginning students filling reporter-writing roles;
however, all staff members will be required to report and write a variety of types of articles.
Students will be encouraged to apply for staff leadership positions. The instructor/advisor
will select qualified applicants based on experience, ability, and interest; all such positions
will require substantial out-of-class time and effort.
During the first six weeks of the class, students will participate in an intensive program in
journalistic conventions, principles, skills, and ethics necessary for journalistic publication.
For the remainder of the year, students will work as a staff to produce the monthly
publications. Students can take this course for credit for two full years; then, they may audit
the course thereafter. Additionally, students may opt to attend the spring Pennsylvania School
Press Association Convention, a three-day event in Harrisburg.
Sports Literature

084

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

Want to create your own sports franchise? Would you like to pick your sport, select your city,
choose your team colors, design your team logo, and create your team stadium? In Sports
Literature you get the chance.
Sports Literature will introduce the student to a selected body of enjoyable and significant
readings and films related to a variety of sports and sport topics. Student will develop a
broader awareness of the relationship between sport and other academic areas, including
literature, sociology, history, economics, and psychology. The final project (create a sports
franchise) will assist the student in integrating the materials from the various disciplines into a
unified, cohesive whole.
Expectations of students may include: reading the assigned materials, participation in class
discussions, successful performance on examinations, completing of final project which
includes oral presentation and small group work.
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Sports Literature will help students see that sport is more than a contest. They will recognize
sports as a metaphor for the human experience.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Shakespeare

085

SEMESTER

GRADE

1/2

9 10 11 12

LEVEL
2-3

CREDITS
!

This course is a semester elective designed to explore the literary genius of the world’s
foremost playwright—William Shakespeare. Texts will focus on the author’s keen sense of
human nature as well as the inherent leadership lessons his plays provide. The course is an
interactive exploration based on discussions, film analysis, contemporary
adaptations/applications, and student created films and/or plays.
Theater
Arts I

086

3

9 10 11 12

1-3

1

This is a combination theory and workshop course for anyone who is interested in acting and
exploring the complex art of theater. This year-long elective is a survey course that covers a
wide range of content areas: performance, directing, acting, role playing, improvisation,
theater games, pantomime, non-verbal communication, theater history, the varieties of drama,
dramatic analysis, and character interpretation. No prior knowledge is needed to enroll in this
class, and the emphasis of the course will be on the pleasure of transforming the creative
process of theater into art.
Theater Arts II

087

1/2

10 11 12

2-3

!

Theater Arts II is an intensive course intended for those students who want to continue their
serious investigation of the discipline of theater; it is, therefore, an advance study built on the
Theater Arts I foundation. Students in Theater Arts II will participate in a series of intriguing
performance projects that will focus on the following content areas: William Wegman,
Animals as Characters Video, Storytelling through Tableaus, Voice Dialects, Storytelling
through Shadows, Stage Combat, Acting, Playwriting, Lip-synching/Karaoke, and Dramatic
Literature.
Prerequisite: Theater Arts I
Film as Literature

088

1/2

9 10 11 12

2-3

!

The Film as Literature elective is designed to allow participants to challenge their senses,
emotions, and intellects, pushing them to say, often passionately, that they love (or hate)
films. Because film arouses viewer’s most public and private feelings – and can overwhelm
us with their sights and sounds – it’s easy to be excited by movies. The challenge is to join
that enthusiasm with understanding, to say why we feel so strongly about particular movies.
How are films created to evoke understanding, tears, anger, or laughter? That’s one reason
why this course encourages participants to go beyond movies’ stories, to understand how
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those stories are told. Movies are not reality, after all – only illusions of reality – and their
form and content work as an interrelated system, one that asks us to accept it as a given rather
than as the product of a process. This course is not just passively watching films, but actively
considering the relation of their form and their content – there is no one way to look at any
film, no one critical perspective that is inherently better than another, no one single meaning
that an individual can insist on after a single screening. Learners are taught to “read” films
with an eye toward film photography, set dressing, sound, editing, and visual style.
Furthermore, the study of symbolism, themes, social and historical context, bias, points of
view, plot development, and character development will also help to “read” the film story.
.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
English and
Math SAT PREP

090

SEMESTER
1

GRADE
11 12

LEVEL
2-3

CREDITS
!

This course is essential for all college-bound students who want to get the best SAT score
possible. Offered by both the English and mathematics departments, SAT is designed to help
students prepare to take the SAT examination. The semester course is divided into two nineweek units: one nine weeks concentrating on the verbal section and the other concentrating
on the mathematics section. Both nine weeks will include instruction in test-taking strategies
that have been proven to be highly effective. Additionally, the verbal section prepares
students in effectively writing college essays for admission. Practice examinations and drills
will be used to familiarize students with the various math and English questions on the SAT.
The class is offered on a pass/fail basis, so students are required to successfully complete all
work and tests assigned as an incentive for improving their SAT scores and for passing the
course. Students taking SAT Prep must have successfully completed a course in
Geometry prior to entering the course. Preparation for ACT will be limited to the math
and verbal sections of the test. It will not address the scientific reasoning section.
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Library Media Program
The library media program provides for the sequential development of library and research
skills. These skills promote competency in information retrieval, evaluation, and utilization.
Information is available in both print and electronic formats. In addition to a collection of
over twenty-five thousand books, magazines, and videos, a network of thirty-four computers
provides access to reference CD-ROMs, the Internet, and the automated materials catalog,
Destiny.
The library’s web page serves as a path to reference materials through nine subscription and
two state-operated databases. These databases are Student Resources in Context, Opposing
Viewpoints in Context, Gale Virtual Reference Library, SIRS Knowledge Source, World
Book, Ferguson’s Career Guidance Center, Bloom’s Literary Reference Online, NoveList,
Salem Literature, Access PA, and POWER Library. These resources support research in the
library and can be accessed at home through use of passwords.
Students may come to the library with scheduled classes or they may obtain library-issued
passes for study hall or lunch. The library is also open before and after school for research.
Books may be checked out for three weeks with renewal permitted. Magazines and reference
materials may be checked out for overnight use. Two laser printers serve the computer
network and a photocopier is available for print materials.
Books to support the Accelerated Reader (AR) program are housed in the library. These
books are an integral resource for students enrolled in selected Reading courses. After
reading AR books, student comprehension is evaluated by an accompanying computer
program administered by a Reading Specialist.
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MARKETING
The Marketing Program is an exciting, fast-paced, career-focused program opening doors
to many career and post-secondary opportunities. Marketing activities are found in every type of
business from retail stores to the doctor’s office, the engineer’s lab and the sports and
entertainment field. Students will learn the benefits of marketing to our society and to them
personally. Students will study the various functions of marketing in relationship to their specific
career interests.
The marketing curriculum also provides qualified students with part-time job
opportunities, which are directly related to their classroom instruction. Students also have the
opportunity to participate in Bethel Park High School’s DECA Chapter. DECA is an association
of marketing students. Each course provides students with the option of completing their
required senior project.

COURSE NAME/NUMBER
!Introduction

SEMESTER

to Marketing 860

3

GRADE
9 10 11 12

LEVEL
1-3

CREDITS
1

Are you interested in majoring in Marketing or Business in college? If so, this is the course
for you! Get a head start on your college classmates by acquiring knowledge of basic
marketing and business concepts. Explore the world of marketing through real-world case
studies and hands-on projects in the fields of entertainment, sports, fashion, travel and
technology among others. You will use your creativity and computer applications to create
many business documents, promotional items and presentations.
By enrolling in Introduction to Marketing you may become a member of BPHS’s DECA
Chapter. DECA provides you with the opportunity to apply the knowledge and skills you
learn in the classroom in a real-world setting. DECA Conferences are an excellent way for
you to gain self-confidence and experience for college and the career of your choice.
!Market

Theory

861

3

10 11 12

1-3

1

Continue your exploration of Marketing and Business in Market Theory. You will apply your
marketing knowledge to create fun, effective and dynamic hands-on projects including: an
advertising campaign, a 3-D store design, as well as display and promotional materials for the
BPHS DECA Chapter. The class will also plan and host a special event at the end of the
school year – the Annual DECA Banquet.
Case-studies and real-world examples will be emphasized in subjects such as: Advertising,
Public Relations, Event Planning, International Marketing, and Pricing and Cost Analysis.
Course work will be completed through classroom instruction and computer applications
using both PCs AND Macs.
As a second year marketing student you will be able to achieve further excellence in DECA!
Prerequisite: Introduction to Marketing

57

COURSE NAME/NUMBER
!Marketing

Through

SEMESTER

863

3

GRADE
11 12

LEVEL
1-3

CREDITS
1

Technology
As a Marketing Through Technology student you will have the opportunity to use your
marketing and business knowledge to complete college-level projects. Have you ever
wondered how a business knows what product you want, where you want to buy the product
and how much you want to pay for the product? You will begin the year investigating one of
these marketing questions by completing a Marketing Research Project. You will uncover
a marketing problem, collect data, analyze the data, create graphs and write a final report and
recommendations for your client. The project will expose you to different technologies and
computer software including: video and digital camera operation; Microsoft Word, Excel,
Access and PowerPoint; and statistical significance calculators.
E-Commerce is another major component of this course. You will explore new and
innovative technologies business’s use to reach and communicate with consumers. This will
also help you become a more informed consumer. You and your classmates will serve as
webmasters for the Marketing Department’s webpage, create and distribute the Marketing
Department’s E-Newsletter (using Adobe software products) to current and former students,
provide informative and promotional Twitter updates from the DECA Chapter’s Twitter Page
and submit content for PA DECA’s Blog.
DECA Option
This course meets the Science and Technology credit.
Prerequisite: None
Marketing Cooperative
Work Experience

870

3

11 12

1-3

1

As a marketing coop student you will maintain a job throughout the year according to your
career objective in the field of marketing or business. Since marketing is briefly defined as all
those activities that take place between the producer and the consumer, the students have a
wide variety of business situations in which to apply the principles learned in the classroom to
the work place.
This course combines the school-based classroom learning with a supervised work-based
learning experience. This involves a planned partnership with specified connecting activities,
responsibilities, and work place hour commitment among the student-learner, parents, school,
and employer. Students may be scheduled for an early release to report to their employer for
work experience.
Prerequisite: Introduction to Marketing
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Information note regarding related activity:
DECA, An Association of Marketing Students
Be a member of DECA, an international organization for students, along with 170,000 other
marketing students worldwide. You will make new friends, have fun, and travel to places such as
Hershey, Anaheim, Orlando, Denver, Salt Lake City, Louisville and Nashville.
Students in the marketing courses are eligible for membership. DECA is designed to enhance a
specific career objective in marketing, management, or business. DECA activities provide you
with an opportunity to develop and showcase your leadership abilities and academic achievements
as well as develop your social skills. As a DECA member you will be encouraged to demonstrate
your skills and knowledge in a variety of competitive events, beginning with a local competition
followed by state and national competition. Pennsylvania DECA awarded over $5000.00 in
scholarships last year and the national organization presented students with over $250,000.00 in
scholarships and awards.
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MATHEMATICS
The Bethel Park School District requires all students to complete four credits that meet the
standards for Mathematics. This can be satisfied through the following options:
Complete four Mathematics credits or 3 Mathematics credits and a Business Mathematics
credit for graduation. (See page 22). For information regarding Math remediation
placement, refer to page 73.
In view of the rapidly changing world in which we live, mathematics should be oriented
toward developing the abstract and creative thinking ability of each student. If students are
encouraged to think and develop logically ordered thought processes, they should be prepared
to meet the demands of society now and in the future.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Pre-Algebra

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

3

9

1

200

CREDITS
1

Pre-Algebra creates a bridge from arithmetic to mathematics and prepares the student for
success in algebra and geometry. It is the first course in the sequence of higher math courses
at our high school. It is designed for students that have experienced difficulty in mathematics.
Students will progress to Algebra 201 from here.
There are two Algebra 1 programs:
Algebra I

201

3

10

1

1

This is a full-year course which teaches and reinforces those concepts and skills found in
Algebra 1. It is designed for students who have taken pre-algebra or who need to improve
their math skills. Students will progress to Geometry 205 from here.
Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra 200
Algebra I

202

3

9

2

1

This course is required for students who plan to take Geometry. It is designed to broaden and
strengthen the topics developed in arithmetic and to provide a transition to Algebraic
symbolism and concepts. Application, through problem solving, is emphasized throughout
the course.
Prerequisite: Mathematics 8 – Teacher Recommendation and successful completion of prealgebra with a C or better.
Geometry

211

3

11

1

1

This is a full-year course which teaches and reinforces those concepts and skills found in
Geometry 212. It is designed for students who have taken Algebra I (201) course.
Prerequisite: Algebra I (201) with a C or better.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER

Geometry

212

SEMESTER

GRADE

3

9 10 11 12

LEVEL

CREDITS

2

1

This course is strongly recommended for college-bound students and is an entrance
requirement for many universities. The content consists of written expressions of logical
reasoning with definitions, theorems, and postulates which deal with the basic geometric
figures such as lines, triangles, other polygons, and circles.
Prerequisite: Algebra I (202) with a C or better
Geometry (Honors) 213

3

9

3

1

This course was developed for ninth grade students that have either moved into the district or
have come from a private school and did not have the opportunity to take it in eighth grade.
This is a fast-paced class that consists of written expressions of logical reasoning with
definitions, theorems, and postulates dealing with basic geometric figures.
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 with either an A or a high B and teacher recommendation.
Algebra II

221

3

12

1

1

This is a full year course which teaches and reinforces the concepts and skills found in
Algebra II. It is designed for students who have taken the Geometry (205) course and passed
with a C or higher.
Algebra II

222

3

9 10 11

2

1

This course is required for students who plan to take Trigonometry. It is recommended for
college-bound students and is required by some universities. It involves a more detailed
exploration of Algebra I topics and advanced Algebraic concepts to provide the techniques
needed in more complex problem solving.
Prerequisite: Geometry (206) with a C or better
Algebra II (Honors) 223

3

9 10

3

1

This course is a part of an integrated mathematics series. It is a fast paced class that integrates
geometry and discrete mathematics and together with algebra. Familiar ideas such as
properties of numbers, graphs, expressions, equations and inequalities appear throughout the
book. Many new topics including matrices, three variable systems of equations, and
sequences will be introduced. Automatic graphers are used as a pattern finding, concept
developing and problem-solving tool. This is for students that plan to take Trigonometry
(Honors).
Prerequisite: Geometry(Honors) (207) B grade or better.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
PSSA Prep

230

SEMESTER

GRADE

1

LEVEL

9 10 11 12

1-2

CREDITS
!

This course is ONLY for 9-12 grade students that have been identified as at risk of not scoring
proficient on the PSSA test. This class will allow AYP goals and NCLB to be met. It will
involve teaching of the math skills necessary for the student to become proficient in the state
anchors and standards.
Trigonometry and
Analytical Geometry

240

3

10 11 12

2-3

1

This course is a course for students who plan to pursue a mathematics or science-related
curriculum in college. It consists of the study of circular functions, trigonometric functions,
trigonometric identities, trigonometric equations, applications to triangles, logarithms,
exponential functions, Cartesian coordinates, distance formula, slope and equation of a line,
properties of the conic sections, locus, and polar coordinates.
Prerequisite: Algebra II (211 or 212) with a C or better
Trigonometry
(Honors)

241

3

10 11 12

3

1

Students study descriptive and inferential statistics, combinatorics, probability, and do further
work with polynomial, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions. Enough
trigonometry is available to constitute a standard precalculus background in trigonometry and
circular functions. Algebraic concepts are integrated throughout, and modeling of real
phenomena is emphasized. Students use a function grapher, and BASIC programs to study
functions, explore relationships between equations and their graphs, generate and analyze
data.
Prerequisite: Algebra II (Honors) (212) with teacher recommendation
Statistics

250

1

11 12

2

!

This is a half year course designed to introduce students to the methods of descriptive
statistics. Topics include date collection and description as well as scatter plots, regression
and sampling.
Prerequisite: Algebra II (211) with a B or better

62

COURSE NAME/NUMBER

SEMESTER

Statistics
251
(Honors)
(University of Pittsburgh Credit)

3

GRADE

LEVEL

11 12

3

CREDITS
1

This is a full year course which follows the same syllabus as the one semester course offered
at the University of Pittsburgh. Students have the option of registering with the University of
Pittsburgh for four (4) college credits and will them be required to pay a fee. The course will
teach methods of descriptive and inferential statistics. Topics include data collection and
description, hypothesis testing, correlation and regression, and the analysis of variance and
contingency tables. Students must pass three (3) tests from the university including a final
exam.
Prerequisite: (Algebra II (Honors) (212)
Precalculus

260

3

11 12

3

1

Precalculus topics include a review of the elementary functions, advanced properties of
functions (including special attention to polynomial and rational functions), polar coordinates,
logarithms, exponents, trigonometry, analytical geometry, complex numbers, and
introductions to the derivative and integral. Analytical thinking with practical problem
situations is a unifying theme.
Prerequisite: Trigonometry (220) or Trigonometry (Honors) (222)
Calculus (Honors)

261

3

12

3

1

(University of Pittsburgh Credit)

This is a full-year course which follows the same syllabus as the one-semester course offered
at the University of Pittsburgh. The course is geared to students who would be required to
take a calculus course for business, economics, or social science. Students have the option of
registering with the University of Pittsburgh for four (4) college credits. The registration fee
is required for this course. Students must pass three (3) tests from the university including a
final exam.
Prerequisite: Trigonometry and Analytical Geometry (220) or Trigonometry(Honors) (222)
AP Calculus AB

262

3

11 12

3

1

This is a full year course designed to prepare students for advanced placement in college.
Due to the advanced level of topics involved, only students who have successfully completed
Trigonometry and Analytical Geometry or beyond should take this course. Students will be
prepared to take the AB level Advanced Placement Calculus test in the spring. Course
content, coverage, and emphasis will be based on an outline provided by the advanced
placement testing service regardless of the text used for the course.
Prerequisite: Precalculus
recommendation.

(230)

or

(Honors)
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Trigonometry

(222)

with

teacher

COURSE NAME/NUMBER
AP Calculus BC

263

SEMESTER

GRADE

3

12

LEVEL
3

CREDITS
1

This course includes differential and integral calculus with applications of previous math
courses. The intent is preparation for colleges and/or one or more semesters of advanced
placement calculus. Students will be prepared to take the BC level Advanced Placement
Calculus test in the spring. Course content, coverage, and emphasis will be based on an
outline provided by the advanced placement testing service regardless of the text used for the
course.
Prerequisite: AP Calculus with teacher recommendation
Introduction to
270
Computer Programming
(University of Pittsburgh Credit)

3

9 10 11 12

2

1

This course emphasizes programming structures and algorithms, and explores object-oriented
programming. Several programming languages and software programs will be implemented
including Alice and Java. The syllabus will follow the course description for the University
of Pittsburgh’s CS 0007. Topics include algorithms, operators, decision structure, repetition
structure, arrays, and class design. This course is designed to prepare students for Advanced
Placement computer programming.
Prerequisite: Concurrent with Algebra II or Visual Basic
Computer
271
3
10 11 12
2-3
1
Programming
Credits in
VISUAL BASIC.NET
(Honors)
University of Pittsburgh Credit)
This is a math elective that serves as an excellent introduction to computer programming. The
VISUL BASIC.NET programming language is used and this course emphasizes programming
methodology, algorithms and data structures. Applications are used to develop student
awareness of the need for algorithms and data structures and to provide topics for computer
programming assignments. The VISUAL BASIC.NET language will follow the course
content and requirements for the University of Pittsburgh’s Computer Science 004, so
students can have the option of registering for 3 college credits through the College in High
School program.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER

SEMESTER

Advanced Placement 272
Computer Programming
In JAVA

3

GRADE
11 12

LEVEL
3

CREDITS
1

This course emphasizes fundamental areas of the programming language. Topics include
JAVA applications, applets, control structures, methods, arrays, object oriented programming
concepts, object based programming, strings, and characters. Programming assignments are
used to develop student awareness of the need for algorithms and data structures. A Case
Study will be followed throughout the course to prepare students for the Advanced Placement
exam in the spring.
Prerequisite: Completed Computer Programming in Visual Basic Part B or Computer Science
teacher approval or Advanced Math teacher approval or Intro to C.S.
Business Math
Using Computers

501

3

12

*

1

Use computers to discover business and consumer math concepts such as gross and net pay,
banking services, loans and credit. Personal applications of money management such as
budgeting, electronic checking accounts, and investments will be stressed. Students will
utilize available technology and acquire the tools necessary to solve mathematical problems,
analyze and interpret data, evaluate and solve quantitative and precise calculations while
applying sound decision-making skills.
Only 12th grade students, who need a fourth math credit and who would not be successful in a
fourth math such as Algebra II or Trigonometry, could elect to take Business Math Using
Computer in place of a fourth math class. *These students would be limited to those who have
taken one of these tracks for their other math credits:
!
!

Pre-Algebra, Algebra I (201), and Geometry (205)
Algebra (201), Geometry (205), and Algebra II (210)
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Pre-Algebra (200)

Algebra (201)

Algebra I (202)

Geometry (205)

Geometry (206

Geometry (Honors) (207

Algebra II (203)

Algebra II (211

Algebra II (Honors)
(212)

Statistics
(225 or 226)

Trigonometry and
Analytical Geometry
(220)

Trigonometry (Honors)
(222)

Pre-Calculus (230)

AP Calculus AB (232)

Pitt (Business) Calc (231)

AP Calculus BC (233)
AP Calculus AB (232)
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MUSIC - VOCAL
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Freshman Girls’
Choir

600

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

3

9

1-3

CREDITS
1

This class is for 9th grade girls who are either continuing their vocal development from
middle school or singing in a choir for the first time. This class performs a varied repertoire
of three part treble music. Freshmen Girls’ Choir class focuses on beginning sight-singing
skills. Freshmen Girls’ Choir sings at two mandatory performances per year along with two
mandatory after school rehearsals prior to each concert. Grading is based on in-class singing
tests, written quizzes, daily participation, and combined rehearsal/concert attendance.
Sophomore Girls’ Choir 601

3

10

1-3

1

This class is for 10th grade girls who enjoy singing a varied repertoire of three part treble
music. A continuation of vocal training and music literacy prepares students to advance into
Concert Choir and/or Top 21. Sophomore Girls’ Choir sings at two mandatory performances
per year along with two mandatory after school rehearsals prior to each concert. Grading is
based on in-class singing tests, written quizzes, daily participation, and combined
rehearsal/concert attendance.
!Concert Choir

602

3

10 11 12

1-3

1

This class is for 9th-12th grade boys and 11th-12th grade girls who enjoy singing four part
mixed music. An advanced level of repertoire including major choral works is performed. A
continuation of vocal training and music literacy is stressed in every class. Concert Choir
sings at two mandatory performances per year along with two mandatory after school
rehearsals prior to each concert. Grading is based on in-class singing tests, written quizzes,
daily participation, and combined rehearsal and concert attendance. Girls with limited singing
experience should consider registering for Sophomore or Freshman Girls’ Choir.
!Top 21

603

3

10 11 12

1-3

1

10th-12th grade boys and 11th-12th grade girls are eligible to audition for this ensemble. A
high level of vocal ability, sight-singing skills, a positive attitude, and a serious group
commitment are required of all members. Entrance to this group is by audition only.
Auditions are held during the spring (April-May) for the following year. Top 21 requires
concurrent membership in Concert Choir. Top 21 performs at numerous school and
community events and requires evening and weekend hours to fulfill performance requests.
This select vocal group participates in the annual Spring Music Department Trip.
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MUSIC - INSTRUMENTAL
Students enrolled in any of the following instrumental music classes will fulfill a
comprehensive music education by studying, creating and performing music that develops
music reading skills, individual performances skills, ensemble performance skills, musical
understanding, and artistry. All classroom activities and rehearsal strategies will reflect the
National Standards for Music Education as they are published by MENC: The National
Association for Music Education:
1) Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2) Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
3) Improvising melodies, variations and accompaniments.
4) Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.
5) Reading and notating music.
6) Listening to, analyzing and describing music.
7) Evaluating music and music performances.
8) Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the
arts.
9) Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Students and parents are reminded that personally owned musical instruments, which are
brought to and/or used on school property, are not covered by School District insurance
policies. Overnight or daily storage of personally owned instruments in school facilities is not
advised.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Freshman
Concert Band

SEMESTER

610

GRADE

3

9

LEVEL

CREDITS

1-3

1

9th Grade students will further ensemble playing skills on band instruments (winds &
percussion) through classroom instruction and school and public performance. Freshman
Concert Band will prepare a minimum of three mandatory performances per year plus an
adjudication festival. Preparation for mandatory performances will include, at least, one
mandatory after school rehearsal prior to each performance. Grading is based on in-class
performance, in-class individual playing tests, daily participation and combined, after school
rehearsal/concert attendance.
Prerequisite: Audition or Middle School Band Director’s recommendation
Freshman Stage Band 611

1

9

1-3

!

9th – 12th Grade students will develop their musical skills and techniques through small
group instruction with special emphasis on the jazz idiom. Instrumentation includes
saxophone, trumpet, trombone, piano, guitar, bass and drums. Freshman Stage Band will
prepare a minimum of two mandatory performances per year. Grading is based on in-class
performance, in-class individual playing tests, daily participation and combined, after school,
rehearsal/concert attendance.
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Prerequisites: 1. Wind and percussion instrument students must be enrolled in either
Freshman Concert Band or Concert Band
2. Middle school band director’s recommendation or permission from
director.
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
SEMESTER
GRADE
LEVEL
CREDITS
Freshman Strings

612

3

9

1-3

1

Students will further ensemble playing skills on string orchestra instruments through classroom
instruction and school and public performance. Grading will be based on classroom
performance, dailey participation, playing tests and outside practice in addition to the
mandatory after school rehearsals and performances.
Prerequisites: Audition or Middle School Orchestra Director’s recommendation required
! Orchestra

613

3

10 11 12

1-3

1

All Sophomore, Junior, and Senior string players will be assigned to this class unless he/she
has passed the audition for Symphony Orchestra. No audition for Orchestra is required.
Students will further ensemble playing skills on string orchestra instruments through
classroom instruction and school and public performances. Grading will be based on
classroom performance, daily participation, playing tests, and outside practice in addition to
the mandatory after school rehearsals and performances.
Prerequisites: Entering Sophomores must have the recommendation of the 9th Grade
Orchestra Director.
!Symphony Orchestra 614

3

10 11 12

1-3

1

String players must pass a competitive audition and achieve a minimum score of 55 out of 70
to register for this class. The Symphonic Orchestra will perform advanced high school and
collegiate level literature. In addition to school or public performances, the Symphonic
Orchestra also participates in the Spring Music Trip. Grading will be based on classroom
performance, daily participation, playing tests, and outside practice in addition to the
mandatory after school rehearsals and performances.
Prerequisites: Students must pass an audition with a minimum score of 55 out of 70. The
following is a breakdown of the scoring process for auditions:
Tone
10
Range
5
Intonation
5
Note Accuracy
5
Rhythm
10
Articulation
5
Control of Technique
10
Interpretation
5
Scales
5
Sight Reading
5
Prepared Music
5
-----------------------------------------------TOTAL:
70
69

COURSE NAME/NUMBER
!Stage Band

615

SEMESTER
3

GRADE
10 11 12

LEVEL
1-3

CREDITS
1

Stage Band is open only to musicians concurrently enrolled in either Symphonic Band or
Concert Band. Exceptions are only made in the case of guitar, bass and piano players. A
balanced instrumentation of saxophones, trumpets, trombones, piano, guitar, bass, and drum
set will be maintained, limiting players in each section. An audition score of 60 out of a
maximum of 70 is required for acceptance in the Stage Band. The music level will be difficult
(standard high school) to very difficult (college). Improvisation will also be a focus of the
class curriculum. Activities include regular school concerts, Invitational Concerts, the annual
Dinner Dance, Telerama, and participation in the annual spring trip. The following is a
breakdown of the scoring process for the audition:
Tone
10
Intonation
10
Rhythmic Accuracy
10
Technical Proficiency
10
Articulation Accuracy
10
Expression
10
Improvisation
10
-------------------------------------------------------TOTAL:
70
Prerequisites: All wind and percussion players must also be enrolled in Concert Band, or
Symphonic Band. All members must also pass the required audition.
Concert Band

617/618

3

10 11 12

1-3

1

All Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors will be assigned to one of the two sections of Concert
Band unless they have passed the Symphonic Band audition. No audition for Concert Band is
required. Ability should be on the intermediate level. The music will be of moderate
difficulty. In addition to performance music, the class will concentrate on improving the
fundamental principals of music: Tone, Technique, Rhythm, Scales, Articulation, Dynamics,
and Interpretation-through various warm-ups, exercises, etudes and method books.
Due to the nature of this course, students are required to attend after school combined Concert
Band rehearsals before each performance during the school year. Grading will be based on
classroom performance, participation, and outside practice in addition to the mandatory after
school rehearsals and performances.
Prerequisites: Entering Sophomores must have recommendation of 9th Grade Band Director
!Symphonic Band 619

3

10 11 12

1-3

1

All members must pass a competitive audition with a minimum score of 55 points out of a
maximum of 70. Symphonic Band’s musical ability must be on the advanced level, with the
students being able to perform with exceptional control and expression on their instruments.
College and advanced high school literature will be performed. Due to the nature of this
70

course, all performances are mandatory, which also includes the annual spring music
department trip. The following is a break down of the scoring process for auditions:
Tone
10
Range
5
Intonation
5
Note Accuracy
5
Rhythm
10
Articulation
5
Control of Technique
10
Interpretation
5
Scales
5
Sight Reading
5
Prepared Music
5
-----------------------------------------------TOTAL:
70
Prerequisites: Successful completion of the Symphonic Band audition.
Music Appreciation:

620

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

This course offers students an opportunity to study the development of music as an art form.
Students will investigate the development of music through history and relate musical
structure and content with expression of mankind through societal development. Although all
musical styles will be studied, an emphasis will be placed on modern American music, and
the influence music from around the world has had on America’s music, and the nature of
basic parts of music, such as rhythm, melody and harmony, as well as the relationship of
music to other art forms (dance, architecture, visual arts, literature and drama), will be
presented. A basic understanding and appreciation of musical values in composition,
regardless of personal likes or preferences will be stressed. This course is open to all
students. No prior musical background is required.
Music Technology:

621

1/2

9 10 11 12

3

!

This is an introductory course in music technology or “electronic music”. Music technology
is a “hands on” creative music course exploring all the possibilities for music theory,
performance, arrangement and composition made possible through the use of computer
technology. Students will learn to operate synthesizers, both keyboard and modular, as well
as develop and increase computer skills using the Macintosh platform while learning to use
music software programs such as Sibelius (notation), Garage Band (digital sequencing and
MIDI recording), Pro-Tools (multi track acoustic recording) and Band In A Box
(accompaniment generator). Students will be exposed to and use all techniques and systems
currently in use in the music industry. Students should be computer literate and have a basic
knowledge of music notation. Independent studies will be offered in accordance with board
policy.
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Music Theory

622

SEMESTER

GRADE

1/2

10 11 12

LEVEL
2-3

CREDITS
!

This course offers students an opportunity to study the theory behind music by developing
their ability to recognize, understand and describe the basic elements and processes of music
that are heard or presented in a musical score. This class will emphasize the following
musical aspects: melody, harmony, texture, rhythm, form, analysis, style, history, and
composition. It will also include development of listening skills, dictation exercises, and
sight-singing. It is strongly recommended that students interested in taking this class have the
ability to read and write musical notation.
Prerequisite: Students who would like to take this class must meet the following criteria:
• Involvement in a performing ensemble (Band, Chorus, or Orchestra)
• Successful completion of Music Appreciation
• Teacher recommendation

72

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
COURSE NAME/NUMBER

SEMESTER

Physical Education 900
901
902
903- Adapted PE
904-PhysEd/Lab

!
!
!
!
!

GRADE

LEVEL

9
10
11 12
9 10 11 12
9 10 11 12

1-3
1-3
1-3
1-3
1-3

CREDITS
"
"
"
"
"

Students are required to take one semester of physical education each school year.
The Physical Education program at the secondary level (9-12) is divided into two
components:
A.

Physical Fitness Component
This component emphasizes the development of those factors related to health
related fitness. The fitness selections include: Lap Swimming (10th grade,
required), Bike/Jogging, Aerobic Dance, Personal Fitness, Circuit Training, and
Cardio Fitness Center. Students will have to demonstrate knowledge of the five
elements of fitness: aerobic capacity, muscular strength, muscular endurance,
flexibility, and body composition.

B.

Activities Component
This component refers to those areas which combine basic movement and fitness
factors into complex movement patterns. These activity areas are presented as
dance, aquatics, team sports, and individual and lifetime activities. Students
participating in the activity areas will be grouped by ability—Level I: beginner;
Level II: intermediate; and Level III, advanced.

Students will participate in the Activities Component of the program two times per week,
Tuesday and Thursday. The three remaining days, Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, will be
devoted to helping students improve their basic level of physical fitness.
Students in grades 9 and 10 are required to fulfill the department’s swimming requirement.
The ninth grade swimming component develops the basic swimming strokes as well as water
safety skills. The students must pass this swimming component to fulfill one of the physical
education graduation requirements. The tenth grade swimming component develops cardiovascular fitness and is part of the Physical Fitness component.
Students who are permanently unable to participate safely and/or successfully in the regular
program of physical education will be assigned to an adapted class where their individual
needs can be properly met.
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Reading and Math– AYP Requirements
Placement Criteria for Non-Proficient Students in Remedial Classes
Placement of students in remedial reading and math classes is based on the following criteria:
1. Scoring Basic or Below Basic on the PSSA
2. Scoring Basic or Below Basic on 2-out-of-3 4Sight exams (for Grades 9-11 only)
When there is a question regarding the appropriateness of placement in a remedial program based on the criteria
above, the following may also have weight on the final placement decision:

•
•
•
•

Teacher recommendation
Additional testing (e.g. MAT 8)
Data from previous years’ performance
Input from the IEP/IST/SAP team

READING
According to the School Board resolution, students who do not meet grade level expectations
in the area of reading will be placed in a reading support course. This will be determined by
scores of Basic or Below Basic on the Pennsylvania State System Assessment (PSSA) and/or
two of the three 4Sight assessments. Parents are advised that the School Board’s reading
requirement may necessitate amending a student’s program of studies. Therefore, please note
that changing a student’s schedule may require a loss of a study hall or another elective
course.
Also, two elective reading courses entitled, Speed Reading and Literacy for Mastery are
offered to students to further enhance his/her reading level.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Speed Reading

001

SEMESTER GRADE
3

9-12

LEVEL

CREDIT

2-3

!

This one-semester, computer-enhanced reading course is designed for high-achieving and/or
college-bound students who wish to develop and practice advanced reading/writing/study
skills. Major portions of this class are dedicated to advancing students’ reading abilities in the
areas of comprehension, vocabulary, study skills, research, and problem solving. Analytical
and critical thinking skills are emphasized to prepare students for the demands of advanced
high school and college courses. The speed reading component of this course enables
students to work towards the goal of doubling his/her reading speed with at least 80%
comprehension.
Reading For
Proficiency

002
003

3
3

9
10

1
1

1
1

This full-year, computer-enhanced reading course is an intensive reading intervention
program designed to meet the needs of students whose reading achievement is below the
proficient level. The program, led by the certified reading specialists, directly addresses
individual needs through adaptive and instructional software, high-interest literature, and
direct instruction in reading and writing skills. It is required for all students who meet the
criteria of the Bethel Park School Board resolution.
Reading PSSA Prep 004
005

3
3

11
12

1
1

1
!

This computer-enhanced reading course is a reading intervention program designed to equip
students with proven test-taking and reading strategies, along with study skills. This program
is a full-year course for all eleventh grade students whose reading achievement is below the
proficient level. However, depending upon the PSSA retake results for twelfth grade
students, seniors will be scheduled for this course for the second semester.
Literacy For
Mastery

006

3

9-10

2-3

1

This computer-enhanced reading course offers a full-year of developmental reading, writing,
and study instruction which is directly transferable to content area classes. This course
addresses reading comprehension, vocabulary, test taking, and study skills. Instructional
needs of the students are determined through formal and informal evaluation. One goal of
this instruction is to increase the students’ reading abilities to a point beyond grade level. An
additional goal is to instill a lifetime habit of reading for information and pleasure. This
course is recommended as a full-year, one credit elective for any student who desires to
improve his reading skills.
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SCIENCE
The Bethel Park School District requires all students to complete four credits that meet
the standards for Science and Technology. This can be satisfied through the following
options: complete four science credits or three science credits and one technology-related
credit for graduation. Technology-related courses are listed below:
COURSE NAME/NUMBER

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

See Technology Education & Engineering section for a course description
Air Transportation
702
3
10 11 12
1-3
Systems

1

Introduction to
722
Engineering & Design

3

9-12

2/3

1

Foundations of
Technology

760

3

9-12

1-3

1

Automation Systems 721

3

11 12

3

1

See Business, Computer and Information Technology section for a course description
Digital Photo
508
!
Editing and Design Using Photoshop

9 10 11 12

2-3

!

Technology
For the Sciences

10 11 12

1-3

!

516

1

See Marketing and Distributive Education section for a course description
Marketing through
Technology

863

3

11 12

1-3

1

All students must take either Science 9 or Science 9 (Honors) as a requirement for
graduation. If a student enrolls in Science 9 (Honors) they may also enroll in Biology
(Honors).
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The following are only suggested course guidelines:
General Background
Grade 9 – Science 9
Grade 10 – Biology
Grade 11 or 12 – *Chemistry, *Physics, Environmental Science
Environmental Occupations
Grade 9 – Science 9
Grade 10 – Biology
Grade 11 – *Chemistry (Honors) and/or Environmental Science (Honors)
Grade 12 *Physics or *AP Biology
Engineering Occupations
Grade 9 – Science 9 (Honors)/Biology (Honors)
Grade 10 – *Chemistry (Honors)
Grade 11 – **AP Chemistry
Grade 12 – *AP Physics and/or *AP Biology
Pre-Med or Health-Related Occupations
Grade 9 – Science 9 (Honors)/Biology (Honors)
Grade 10 – *Chemistry (Honors)/*Physics (Honors)
Grade 11 – **AP Chemistry
Grade 12 *AP Biology and/or *AP Physics
*
**

Lab Included – 1 Double Period Per Week
Lab Included – 2 Double Periods Per Week
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Science 9

400

SEMESTER

GRADE

3

9

LEVEL

CREDITS

1-2

1

This is an integrated course that emphasizes basic concepts and methods from physical, biological and earth
sciences as well as astronomy. Class material is presented through lab activities, cooperative learning, and
traditional teaching methods. Concepts and investigations utilize standard laboratory equipment to complete
labs in the physical sciences, earth sciences, and astronomy. The course is directed toward providing a
broad, basic background in the sciences while utilizing problem-solving skills, emphasizing applications in
the natural world.
Science 9 (Honors)

401

3

9

3

1

Science 9 (Honors) is an integrate science course that emphasizes basic concepts and methods from the
physical, biological, earth sciences as well as astronomy. These topics are covered in an in-depth manner
and at an accelerated pace. The course stresses applications and theoretical problems that promote high
order thinking skills. A heavy emphasis is placed upon mathematical applications, data and evidence
analysis and open-ended problems.
Prerequisite: Minimum of B in Science Grade 8 and Math Grade 8
Biology

410

3

10

1-2

1

This course is directed toward providing a broad, basic overview of biology. Three major units are studied:
FEATURES OF LIFE; includes basic cell structure and classification systems in biology; KINGDOMS is a
survey of the five kingdom system of living things including introductory anatomy, developmental
processes, reproduction, evolution, and economic importance; GENETICS includes basic principles of
Mendelian genetics and human inheritance, nucleic acid structure and cell division. Each unit is
supplemented with activities and/or exercises.
Biology (Honors)

411

3

9 10

3

1

The course is composed of four (4) major units – BOTANY and ZOOLOGY – survey plants and animals
with emphasis on anatomy, physiology, habitat, reproduction, and economic importance; GENETICS –
involving basic Mendelian principles and molecular genetics emphasizing structure and function of nucleic
acids; CELL BIOLOGY – surveying the basic cell (structure, chemistry, and physiology), virus, and
bacteria. Each unit is complemented with activities and/or laboratory exercises.
Co-Requisite for Freshmen: Science 9 (Honors)
Prerequisite: Minimum of B in Science Grade 8 and Math Grade 8
Prerequisite for Sophomores: Minimum of B in Science 9 (Honors) and Math Grade 9
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Environmental
Science

SEMESTER

420

3

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

11 12

1-2

1

This course is a study of basic environmental concepts with a focus on current environmental problems and
possible solutions to those problems. Students will gain an understanding of the many physical, chemical,
and biological interrelationships in land and water environments. Major concepts are illustrated by
laboratory activities, group interaction, problem solving, and a variety of other activities.
Prerequisite: Minimum of C in Biology
Environmental
Science (Honors)

421

3

11 12

3

1

This course is a study of major environmental concepts with a focus on current environmental
problems/solutions. Major concepts are illustrated by lab activities, projects, group interaction and problem
solving. Discussion of environmental careers will be integrated into many topics. Some units, such as air
and water pollution, require a knowledge of basic chemistry. Emphasis will be placed on data analysis
involving environmental and ecological studies.
Prerequisite: Minimum of B in Biology
Prerequisite or Co-requisite: Chemistry (Honors)
Chemistry

430

3

11 12

2

1

One Double Period Lab Per Week

This is a basic chemistry course for college bound students interested in non-science careers. Topics that are
covered include the following: Science of chemistry, Matter, Energy, Atoms, Periodic Table, Ionic
compounds, Covalent compounds, The mole, Chemical composition, Chemical equation, Chemical
reactions, Stoichiometry, Gases, and Solutions. Additional topics: (time permitting) Acids and bases,
Chemical equilibrium, Causes of change, Intermolecular forces, Reaction rates, Oxidation, Reduction,
Electrochemistry, Nuclear Chemistry, Organic Chemistry and Biochemistry.
Prerequisite: Minimum of C grade in Algebra I & Minimum of C grade in Biology
Chemistry (Honors) 431

3

10 11 12

2-3

1

One Double Period Lab Per Week

Chemistry (Honors) is an in-depth and mathematical study of chemistry serving as an introduction to
college-level science. Topics to be studied include matter, change and energy, scientific measurement,
problem solving, atomic structure, nomenclature, chemical equations, stoichiometry, Gas Laws, status of
matter, periodic table, bonding, solution chemistry, and acid bases and salts. This course is strongly
recommended, and needed by, students interested in pursuing a science or science-related career.
Prerequisite: Minimum of B in Algebra I and Prerequisite/co-requisite Biology (Honors)
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Physics

440

SEMESTER

GRADE

3

11 12

LEVEL

CREDITS

2

1

One Double Period Lab Per Week

A physics course places emphasis on comprehension rather than computation. It applies the central
concepts of physics to explain phenomena that students observe or experience in the everyday world.
Students will be doing physics with hands-on experiments that demonstrate the concepts of physics as they
apply to their everyday lives.
Prerequisite: Algebra I
Physics (Honors)

441

3

10 11 12

2-3

1

One Double Period Lab Per Week

This course is primarily designed for students who are thinking about a career in science, engineering, math,
or computer science. Topics covered may include classical mechanics, electricity and magnetism, light,
color, sound, optics, as well as laboratory and problem-solving skills. One double period a week is used to
experience the ideas presented during the classroom sessions in an experimental setting.
Co-requisite: Trigonometry
AP Biology

450

One Double Period Lab Per Week

3

11 12

3

1

This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college general biology course. It is a laboratory-oriented
course that follows the general outline of the CEEB curriculum which includes Cell Biology, Organismal
Biology, and Population study areas that are included on the Advanced Placement college-level
examination. For some students this course enables them to begin second year biology courses as freshmen
in college. It also serves to facilitate the transition into the college-level Biology I course.
Prerequisite: Minimum of B in Biology (Honors) and Chemistry (Honors)
AP Chemistry

451

3

11 12

3

1

Two Double Period Labs Per Week

The AP Chemistry course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course usually taken
during the first college year. This course may enable students to undertake, as freshmen in college, secondyear work in the chemistry sequence at their institution or to register in courses in other fields where general
chemistry is a prerequisite. AP Chemistry differs qualitatively from the usual first secondary school course
in chemistry with respect to the calculations and the mathematical formulation of principles. And the kind of
laboratory work done by the students. Quantitative differences appear in the number of topics treated, the
time spent on the course by the students, and the nature and the variety of experiments done in the
laboratory. The course follows the national curriculum guide created by a cooperative effort of chemistry
professors, high school chemistry teachers, and the College Board.
Prerequisite: Minimum of B in Chemistry (Honors) and Algebra II
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
AP Physics

452

SEMESTER

GRADE

3

12

LEVEL

CREDITS

3

1

One Double Period Lab Per Week

This course is equivalent to a first-year college Physics course and is taken as a second year course in
physics. Problem solving emphasizes mathematical and analytical skills as applied to physical laws and
concepts. We will cover the major topics of first year college physics: Mechanics, Electricity and
Magnetism, Light and Optics. Students will use algebra and trigonometry extensively and be introduced to
calculus. Students who plan to major in Pre-Med, Engineering, Mathematics or Computer Science should
take AP Physics.
Prerequisites: Minimum of B in Physics (Honors) and Trigonometry
Prerequisite or co-requisite: Calculus
Forensics Science

460

1/2

11 12

2-3

!

Forensic science is a laboratory-based course intended to provide an introduction to the analysis of crime
scenes by collecting and analyzing physical evidence. This course is designed to integrate multiple scientific
disciplines, giving students both theory and hands-on experience with the skills and knowledge required for
a forensic scientist. Throughout the course, topics that will be highlighted include, but are not limited to,
crime scene analysis, skeletal analysis, blood analysis, fingerprinting, chromatography, hair and fiber
analysis and DNA.
Prerequisite: Science 9 and Biology
Prerequisite or Co-requisite: Chemistry
Anatomy &
Physiology

470

1/2

11 12

2-3

!

This course is a study of human anatomy and body systems to include skeletal, circulatory,, nervous,
muscular and endocrine. Normal Physiology and common diseases of each organ system will be discussed.
Knowledge of basic chemistry and biology is required.
Prerequisite: Minimum of B in Biology
Prerequisite or Co-requisite: Chemistry

Art in Chemistry

695

3

10 11 12

2/3

1

/Chemistry in Art.( 1 Art Elective credit & 1 Chemistry credit)
These two courses will be scheduled back to back during the day.
How can Art and Chemistry be related? The answer lies in a full year interdisciplinary course that will
bridge the worlds of art and chemistry. This course investigates the chemistry of materials that go into
the making of art media and materials. The chemistry behind cellulose (paper), soil (ceramics), metal
(etchings/jewelry), minerals (pigments) are a few of the items that will be covered in the course. It also
develops the student’s artistic knowledge and skills while completing studio art projects that reinforce
the chemical properties that they are learning. For example, as the course progresses, students will
explore jewelry making, paper making and pigment making, then use the handmade pigments to paint
on the homemade paper, mix their own clay bodies and glazes to make a ceramic piece. All of these
imaginative art / chemistry creations will lead to a new understanding of the world of science and art.
Many works of art will be portfolio worthy. Art/Chemistry related careers are discussed. The students
will receive separate grades for Art and Chemistry.
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SOCIAL STUDIES
All students are required to take the following sequence of courses:
GRADE

COURSES

9

American History I

10

World History or
AP European History

11

American History II,
AP American History

12

Economics and Government
AP Macroeconomics
Social Studies 12
In addition to these required courses, students may choose from among the following electives:
World Geography
Psychology
Sociology
Law and You
Democratic Leadership
AP American History
AP European History
Humanities
Human Resource Development
AP Macroeconomics
*China Experience
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
SEMESTER
GRADE
LEVEL
CREDITS
American History I

101
102

3
3

9
9

1
2-3

1
1

This is the first course in a two-year study which covers the progression of American history. It covers the
period beginning with the arrival of the colonists and concludes with the dawning of the 20th Century.
Within this time frame, students study the various political, social, military, and economic experiences faced
by the American people. The course is offered on several levels based on academic ability.
American History I
(Honors)

103

3

9

3

1

This course is an accelerated and enriched study of American History covering the colonial period to the
beginning of the 20th Century. Students are encouraged to look beyond the survey provided by the textbook
for the forces and beliefs that shaped the American experience. Opportunity is provided for students to
study selected issues in American history in greater depth through various primary readings, classroom
activities, and independent research
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
World History

111
112

SEMESTER

GRADE

3

10

LEVEL

CREDITS

1
2

1

This course involves the students in a select study of the world’s civilizations and cultures.
Time period studied is from the Renaissance to the present. Material is carefully selected to
allow the student a global perspective of the world’s people and events.
World History
(Honors)

113

3

10

3

1

The World History (Honors) Course encompasses world history from the Renaissance (approximately
1450) to the present. Major historical events and social, political, and economic changes in Europe, Asia,
Africa, and South America are highlighted. The United States is discussed as it relates to the development
of other areas of the world.
The course uses high-level primary source material and is reading and writing intensive. World History
(Honors) is intended for accelerated students who have a sincere interest in history and the development of
the modern world.
American History II

121
122

3

11

1
2

1

This course is a continuation of American History I, required for all students except those who have chosen
Advanced Placement American History. The course spans the 20th Century emphasizing the political,
social, economic, and military aspects of these years.
American History II
(Honors)

123

3

11

3

1

This American History II Honors course is an accelerated and enriched study of American history from the
end of Reconstruction to the present. Major social, political, and economic events are discussed in relation
to America’s role in the larger world.
The course is reading and writing intensive. The course will also provide opportunity for students to study
selected issues in American history in greater depth through independent research and classroom
presentations. PowerPoint and Smart Board technology will help to facilitate student involvement.
American History II Honors is intended for accelerated and self-motivated students.
AP European History

130

3

10 11 12

3

1

This is a full-year course which analyzes the historical events from the Renaissance to the 20th Century
which have directly affected the development of the European community. This course is taught on a
college level and is intended for above average and gifted students who possess a keen interest in European
history. The course is intended as preparation for the Advanced Placement Examination in European
History. However, students are not required to take the AP exam.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
AP American History

131

SEMESTER
3

GRADE

LEVEL

11 12

3

CREDITS
1

This course is designed to provide students with high-level analytical skills and factual knowledge to enable
them to deal with the problems and events of American history. It is an in-depth study of U.S. history from
Jamestown to the present and is designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement test in May.
Students will learn to assess historical materials and examine their relevance, reliability, and importanceto a
given problem. The class includes a large volume of required reading and writing. This course will also
include a summer assignment that is due at the beginning of the school year.
American
Government

140

1/2

12

2-3

!

This course is a study of the growth and change in the American Government and political system. Much of
the content is topical, drawing many examples from the social sciences. It is an overview of federal, state,
and local governments.
!American
Government (Honors)

141

1/2

12

3

!

Honors American Government is designed to provide students with a detailed analytical perspective of the
institutions, issues and democratic principles that comprise current political analysis. Through rigorous
discussion and questioning, students will develop their own sense of belonging and participating in a
democratic society where conflict and change are forever constant.
Economics

150

1/2

12

2-3

!

This course is a practical study of the terms and functions of economics and economic systems. The
program develops an awareness of economic principles and theories, presenting ideas simply and
developing them logically. The ideas are reinforced through a wide variety of simulations, role-playing,
class discussions and guest speakers. The material is current and meaningful and encourages students to
recognize and interpret economic trends in their society.
Economics (Honors)

151

1/2

12

3

!

This course is an in-depth study of the terms and functions of Economics and economics systems. It will
include a thorough study of both microeconomic and macroeconomic concepts. The program is a
college-level study of economic principles and theories involving advanced reading and writing skills. The
ideas are reinforced through a survey of current economic issues and research projects.
AP Macroeconomics 152
1/2
12
3
!
This course will give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an
economic system as a whole. The class is a college-level study of macroeconomic principles and theories
involving advanced reading and writing skills. Such a course places particular emphasis on the study of
national income and price-level determination, and also develops students’ familiarity with economic
performance measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic growth, and international
economics.
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Social Studies 12

160

3

12

1

1

This course is designed as a survey of the social sciences. It is intended to provide the different perspectives
necessary to obtain a rounded picture of social behavior and the social sciences. This course focuses on our
institutions, and our relationships with nature and one another. Students are expected to develop the
analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary for understanding the social sciences.
Students will explore the many facets of the various fields of study in order to understand basic theories,
terms, and applications. It is the goal of this course to enable seniors to gain a better understanding of their
world and those around them.
*China Experience

190

2

9 10 11 12

2-3

!

The “China Experience” will be offered during the second semester of the 2011-2012 school year.
The course will be taught by a teacher from our “sister school” the Xing Zhi High School of the Bao
Shan School District in Shanghai, China.
This course will include the study of Chinese culture, language, music, dancing, calligraphy, cooking,
politics, business, education, history and current Chinese-USA relations. This class will feature field trips to
various cultural activities in the city of Pittsburgh, actual lessons in calligraphy (writing of Chinese
characters), Chinese art projects (ink drawing of Chinese Landscapes), cooking lessons, dance (with a group
of Chinese dancers) and much more. The course will give the students an introduction to Chinese life and
culture which will help to prepare them for life in the 21st century.

SOCIAL STUDY ELECTIVES
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
!Humanities
(Honors)

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

170
3

11 12

3

1

This course is a study of some of the intellectual and artistic highlights of Western culture. From the ancient
Greeks to modern times, various works are examined within the context of history. The course also focuses
on the three questions of the Humanities – a) What is true? (philosophy and logic) b) What is good? (ethics)
and c) What is beautiful? (The fine arts). Humanities is an excellent preparation for college. Special
recommendation is required prior to enrollment.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Democratic
Leadership

171

SEMESTER

GRADE

1/2

9 10 11 12

LEVEL
1-3

CREDITS
!

This course is designed to provide entry-level insight into the concept of leadership at all levels of a
democratic society. Students are provided with material and hands-on learning activities to develop skill and
the understanding of basic leadership theory. Topics explored include goal setting, project planning,
decision-making, time management, communication, motivation, group dynamics, and leadership styles and
strategies. Students will be expected to display competency in these skill areas within the framework of the
classroom. Students who presently hold leadership positions in clubs, classes, athletic teams, or in
community youth organizations (or those who aspire to leadership positions) will derive a better
understanding of their roles through participation in this class.
Project ideas will be designed to provide students with the opportunity to discover, either in the classroom,
school, or community environment, how the use of various skills (identified above) aid in successful
accomplishment of proposals and projects.
World Geography

172

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

This elective course provides students with a comprehensive study of basic concepts and principles of both
physical and cultural geography. It will help students build geographic literacy in order to gain an
appreciation for the earth and its various people. The course will stress the five major themes of
geographical studies: location, place, relationships within places, movementand regions.
!Human Resource
Development

173

3

10 11 12

2-3

1

This course is designed to utilize school and community resources and includes: effective decision-making
and problem-solving techniques; strategic organizational planning; building self-confidence, pride, and
assertiveness; understanding consensus techniques and team building; delegating authority; speaking and
listening skills; participative leadership; evaluation of group and self-initiatives and numerous other
leadership skills. The course will require students to create and implement community service projects and
activities.
This course is strongly recommended for elected and appointed student leaders, i.e.: officers of
organizations; representatives to school and class governments; team leaders and captains; and all other
students who presently are, or anticipate being, in professions or jobs which require understanding of people,
management, and leadership.
!Psychology

180

1/2

10 11 12

2-3

!

This course is a semester course available as an elective to students in tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades.
Concepts and theories are introduced and reinforced through “hands-on” learning activities. Thus, students
learn by doing. Topics covered include, but are not limited to, Biopsychology, Sensation and Perception,
Memory, Personality, and Abnormal Psychology.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
!Sociology

181

SEMESTER
1/2

GRADE
10 11 12

LEVEL
2-3

CREDITS
!

This course is structured in two sections. One section analyzes basic sociological theories, research
methods, and concepts. The other discusses contemporary social issues. The course includes a research
activity that allows students to apply the information that they have learned to the analysis of a contemporary
social issue.
Law and You

182

1/2

10 11 12

2-3

!

The Law and You course stresses student involvement, participation and classroom discussion about the
U.S. legal system. The course of study includes; legal terminology, criminal law and defenses, legal careers
with an emphasis on becoming a lawyer, tort law and defenses, and infamous crimes.
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SOCIAL STUDIES
All students are required to take the following sequence of courses:
GRADE

COURSES

9

American History I

10

World History or
AP European History

11

American History II,
AP American History

12

Economics and Government
AP Macroeconomics
Social Studies 12
In addition to these required courses, students may choose from among the following electives:
World Geography
Psychology
Sociology
Law and You
Democratic Leadership
AP American History
AP European History
Humanities
Human Resource Development
AP Macroeconomics
*China Experience
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
SEMESTER
GRADE
LEVEL
CREDITS
American History I

101
102

3
3

9
9

1
2-3

1
1

This is the first course in a two-year study which covers the progression of American history. It covers the
period beginning with the arrival of the colonists and concludes with the dawning of the 20th Century.
Within this time frame, students study the various political, social, military, and economic experiences af ced
by the American people. The course is offered on several levels based on academic ability.
American History I
(Honors)

103

3

9

3

1

This course is an accelerated and enriched study of American History covering the colonial period to the
beginning of the 20th Century. Students are encouraged to look beyond the survey provided by the textbook
for the forces and beliefs that shaped the American experience. Opportunity is provided for students to
study selected issues in American history in greater depth through various primary readings, classroom
activities, and independent research
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
World History

111
112

SEMESTER

GRADE

3

10

LEVEL

CREDITS

1
2

1

This course involves the students in a select study of the world’s civilizations and cultures.
Time period studied is from the Renaissance to the present. Material is carefully selected to
allow the student a global perspective of the world’s people and events.
World History
(Honors)

113

3

10

3

1

The World History (Honors) Course encompasses world history from the Renaissance (approximately
1450) to the present. Major historical events and social, political, and economic changes in Europe, Asia,
Africa, and South America are highlighted. The United States is discussed as it relates to the development
of other areas of the world.
The course uses high-level primary source material and is reading and writing intensive. World History
(Honors) is intended for accelerated students who have a sincere interest in history and the development of
the modern world.
American History II

121
122

3

11

1
2

1

This course is a continuation of American History I, required for all students except those who have chosen
Advanced Placement American History. The course spans the 20th Century emphasizing the political,
social, economic, and military aspects of these years.
American History II
(Honors)

123

3

11

3

1

This American History II Honors course is an accelerated and enriched study of American history from the
end of Reconstruction to the present. Major social, political, and economic events are discussed in relation
to America’s role in the larger world.
The course is reading and writing intensive. The course will also provide opportunity for students to study
selected issues in American history in greater depth through independent research and classroom
presentations. PowerPoint and Smart Board technology will help to facilitate student involvement.
American History II Honors is intended for accelerated and self-motivated students.
AP European History

130

3

10 11 12

3

1

This is a full-year course which analyzes the historical events from the Renaissance to the 20th Century
which have directly affected the development of the European community. This course is taught on a
college level and is intended for above average and gifted students who possess a keen interest in European
history. The course is intended as preparation for the Advanced Placement Examination in European
History. However, students are not required to take the AP exam.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
AP American History

131

SEMESTER
3

GRADE

LEVEL

11 12

3

CREDITS
1

This course is designed to provide students with high-level analytical skills and factual knowledge to enable
them to deal with the problems and events of American history. It is an in-depth study of U.S. history from
Jamestown to the present and is designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement test in May.
Students will learn to assess historical materials and examine their relevance, reliability, and importanceto a
given problem. The class includes a large volume of required reading and writing. This course will also
include a summer assignment that is due at the beginning of the school year.
American
Government

140

1/2

12

2-3

!

This course is a study of the growth and change in the American Government and political system. Much of
the content is topical, drawing many examples from the social sciences. It is an overview of federal, state,
and local governments.
!American
Government (Honors)

141

1/2

12

3

!

Honors American Government is designed to provide students with a detailed analytical perspective of the
institutions, issues and democratic principles that comprise current political analysis. Through rigorous
discussion and questioning, students will develop their own sense of belonging and participating in a
democratic society where conflict and change are forever constant.
Economics

150

1/2

12

2-3

!

This course is a practical study of the terms and functions of economics and economic systems. The
program develops an awareness of economic principles and theories, presenting ideas simply and
developing them logically. The ideas are reinforced through a wide variety of simulations, role-playing,
class discussions and guest speakers. The material is current and meaningful and encourages students to
recognize and interpret economic trends in their society.
Economics (Honors)

151

1/2

12

3

!

This course is an in-depth study of the terms and functions of Economics and economics systems. It will
include a thorough study of both microeconomic and macroeconomic concepts. The program is a
college-level study of economic principles and theories involving advanced reading and writing skills. The
ideas are reinforced through a survey of current economic issues and research projects.
AP Macroeconomics 152
1/2
12
3
!
This course will give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an
economic system as a whole. The class is a college-level study of macroeconomic principles and theories
involving advanced reading and writing skills. Such a course places particular emphasis on the study of
national income and price-level determination, and also develops students’ familiarity with economic
performance measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic growth, and international
economics.
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Social Studies 12

160

3

12

1

1

This course is designed as a survey of the social sciences. It is intended to provide the different perspectives
necessary to obtain a rounded picture of social behavior and the social sciences. This course focuses on our
institutions, and our relationships with nature and one another. Students are expected to develop the
analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary for understanding the social sciences.
Students will explore the many facets of the various fields of study in order to understand basic theories,
terms, and applications. It is the goal of this course to enable seniors to gain a better understanding of their
world and those around them.
*China Experience

190

2

9 10 11 12

2-3

!

The “China Experience” will be offered during the second semester of the 2011-2012 school year.
The course will be taught by a teacher from our “sister school” the Xing Zhi High School of the Bao
Shan School District in Shanghai, China.
This course will include the study of Chinese culture, language, music, dancing, calligraphy, cooking,
politics, business, education, history and current Chinese-USA relations. This class will feature field trips to
various cultural activities in the city of Pittsburgh, actual lessons in calligraphy (writing of Chinese
characters), Chinese art projects (ink drawing of Chinese Landscapes), cooking lessons, dance (with a group
of Chinese dancers) and much more. The course will give the students an introduction to Chinese life and
culture which will help to prepare them for life in the 21st century.

SOCIAL STUDY ELECTIVES
COURSE NAME/NUMBER
!Humanities
(Honors)

SEMESTER

GRADE

LEVEL

CREDITS

170
3

11 12

3

1

This course is a study of some of the intellectual and artistic highlights of Western culture. From the ancient
Greeks to modern times, various works are examined within the context of history. The course also focuses
on the three questions of the Humanities – a) What is true? (philosophy and logic) b) What is good? (ethics)
and c) What is beautiful? (The fine arts). Humanities is an excellent preparation for college. Special
recommendation is required prior to enrollment.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
Democratic
Leadership

171

SEMESTER

GRADE

1/2

9 10 11 12

LEVEL
1-3

CREDITS
!

This course is designed to provide entry-level insight into the concept of leadership at all levels of a
democratic society. Students are provided with material and hands-on learning activities to develop skill and
the understanding of basic leadership theory. Topics explored include goal setting, project planning,
decision-making, time management, communication, motivation, group dynamics, and leadership styles and
strategies. Students will be expected to display competency in these skill areas within the framework of the
classroom. Students who presently hold leadership positions in clubs, classes, athletic teams, or in
community youth organizations (or those who aspire to leadership positions) will derive a better
understanding of their roles through participation in this class.
Project ideas will be designed to provide students with the opportunity to discover, either in the classroom,
school, or community environment, how the use of various skills (identified above) aid in successful
accomplishment of proposals and projects.
World Geography

172

1/2

9 10 11 12

1-3

!

This elective course provides students with a comprehensive study of basic concepts and principles of both
physical and cultural geography. It will help students build geographic literacy in order to gain an
appreciation for the earth and its various people. The course will stress the five major themes of
geographical studies: location, place, relationships within places, movementand regions.
!Human Resource
Development

173

3

10 11 12

2-3

1

This course is designed to utilize school and community resources and includes: effective decision-making
and problem-solving techniques; strategic organizational planning; building self-confidence, pride, and
assertiveness; understanding consensus techniques and team building; delegating authority; speaking and
listening skills; participative leadership; evaluation of group and self-initiatives and numerous other
leadership skills. The course will require students to create and implement community service projects and
activities.
This course is strongly recommended for elected and appointed student leaders, i.e.: officers of
organizations; representatives to school and class governments; team leaders and captains; and all other
students who presently are, or anticipate being, in professions or jobs which require understanding of people,
management, and leadership.
!Psychology

180

1/2

10 11 12

2-3

!

This course is a semester course available as an elective to students in tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades.
Concepts and theories are introduced and reinforced through “hands-on” learning activities. Thus, students
learn by doing. Topics covered include, but are not limited to, Biopsychology, Sensation and Perception,
Memory, Personality, and Abnormal Psychology.
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER
!Sociology

181

SEMESTER
1/2

GRADE
10 11 12

LEVEL
2-3

CREDITS
!

This course is structured in two sections. One section analyzes basic sociological theories, research
methods, and concepts. The other discusses contemporary social issues. The course includes a research
activity that allows students to apply the information that they have learned to the analysis of a contemporary
social issue.
Law and You

182

1/2

10 11 12

2-3

!

The Law and You course stresses student involvement, participation and classroom discussion about the
U.S. legal system. The course of study includes; legal terminology, criminal law and defenses, legal careers
with an emphasis on becoming a lawyer, tort law and defenses, and infamous crimes.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
The Bethel Park School District provides programs that are operated by school district staff.
Special Education Programs are provided for eligible students who are identified as being in
need of assistance in the following areas:
Speech and Language Support, Hearing Support, Vision Support, Learning
Support, Life Skills Support, Physical Support, Multiple Handicap Support,
Gifted Support, Emotional Support, and Autistic Support
Other programs and services are provided by the Allegheny Intermediate Unit and community
agencies.
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VOCATIONAL/TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Bethel Park School District and Proprietary Schools
This program will prepare students for such technical fields and consists of attending a
vocational school while in High School.

COURSE NAME/NUMBER

SEMESTER

Steel Center
Technical Education 923-AM
(Half Day)

3

GRADE
10 11 12

LEVEL

CREDITS

1-3

4.5

Students may attend the state-approved, proprietary school either on a half or full day basis
for lecture and laboratory work in a technology of their choice. If it is a half-day program, the
other half-day is spent at Bethel Park in pursuit of academic studies and co-curricular
activities. If a full-day program is elected, students must complete the required courses for
graduation with their class (English, Social Studies, Science, Math, Physical Education, and
Health) prior to enrolling in the technology of their choice. To participate in this program,
they must apply during course selection in Grade 9 for Grade 10 and Grade 10 for Grade 11
courses.
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Guidelines for admission to the program:
1.

Students should express a desire to attend the school at course selection time.

2.

Counselors will meet the students to discuss programs.

3.

A review of student credits, grades, interest, and attitude will be conducted by the
counselors.

4.

Counselors will contact parents to discuss the items noted above.

5.

Students and parents will make an on-site visit to the vocational-technical school.

6.

The vocational-technical school will interview the student and parent, evaluate his/her
records, and accept/reject the student for training.

7.

Students will be expected to:

8.

a.

Complete the required courses at Bethel Park High school for graduation with
their class (English, Social Studies, Science, Math, Physical Education, and
Health).

b.

Adhere to all rules and regulations set up by the vocational-technical school.

c.

Attend the vocational-technical school on the schedule adopted by that school.
EXAMPLE: Some of the vocational-technical schools
do not have winter recess and other days
off as the high school students do
during the year.

Once the student has been accepted and agrees to attend the vocational-technical
school, the counselor will meet with the student to finalize schedules and other items
necessary for attendance.
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Steel Center Area Vocational Technical
School
923 – ! Day A.M. ONLY

AUTOMOTIVE CLUSTER
AUTOMOTIVE MECHANICS

Students receive classroom and hands-on instruction in the
repair and maintenance of today’s cars and light trucks. They utilize repair manuals, textbooks, and
computerized equipment to diagnose, troubleshoot, and repair malfunctions within a car’s many
operating systems. Obtainment of PA Vehicle Safety Inspection and Emissions are emphasized in the
senior year.

COLLISION REPAIR & REFINISHING

In an ASE certified shop, students are
instructed in the latest techniques and practices within the in the industry. Students study all phases of
collision repair and restoration including damage analysis, structural repairs, painting, welding, and
plastic repairs. Skills are put to the test as students perform work on actual customer vehicles.

DIESEL ENGINE MECHANICS

Students in this program are trained to diagnose,
troubleshoot, and service all operational components and systems of cars, heavy trucks, buses, boats and
construction equipment. Small engine repair, such as the 2 and 4 stroke engines found in lawn and
garden equipment, is also covered.

CONSTRUCTION CLUSTER
BUILDING TRADES MAINTENANCE

Students in this program become skilled in the
installation, repair, and maintenance of the structural and operating systems found in schools, hotels,
hospitals, manufacturing plants and apartment complexes. Basic trade knowledge and skills are
developed through applications in plumbing, electrical wiring, masonry, welding, drywall, and
remodeling.

CARPENTRY

All phases of carpentry are taught in this program as students complete both
residential construction and remodeling projects. A multiple room house is actually built within the
shop for students to develop skills in tool usage, framing, flooring, drywall staircase construction,
window installation, siding and roofing.

ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION

From layout and assembly to installation, testing and
maintenance of power systems, this program takes a broad-based training approach to preparing
students for the electrical industry. With hands-on and classroom instruction, students learn the trade
practices used in the residential, commercial and industrial fields and all in accordance with national
electrical code. Specialty areas including high voltage lines, electrical distribution systems, C-Tech
certification for network cabling and the Home Builders’ Institute certification are also covered.
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HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION (HVAC)

Students
receive instruction and practical experience in the installation, troubleshooting, and repair of heat
pumps, high efficiency and standard furnace, refrigeration units, and air conditioning systems found in
residential and commercial facilities. The assembly and installation of pipes, ducts, motors,
compressors, electronic-control devices and thermostats are covered. Instruction is also provided in
the proper techniques of refrigerant recovery, reclaiming, and recycling to prepare for the EPA
refrigerant certification test. Certification from the Home Builders’ Institute is also a part of the
curriculum.

COSMETOLOGY, HEALTH & PROTECTIVE
SERVICES CLUSTER
COSMETOLOGY

This comprehensive program provides students with the tools they need to
become licensed professionals. A specialized curriculum consists of 1250 hours of instruction
required by the PA Stat Board of Cosmetology. Students learn the latest techniques in the care and
treatment of hair, skin, and nails.

HEALTH ASSISTANTS

A first step toward a rewarding career in health care, this program
prepares students to aid medical professionals with the examination, treatment and care of patients in
doctor’s offices, hospitals, and specialized care facilities. Upon successful completion of the program
students may elect to take the exam for PA State Nursing Assistant certification.

PROTECTIVE SERVICES

Through theory and practical applications students in this
program acquire the necessary skills to perform entry-level duties as an emergency medical technician,
firefighter, and police officer. They learn the proper procedures for handling matters of public safety
in the areas of criminal justice, emergency medical care, emergency management, and fire protection.
Preparation and testing for the First Responder certification are also provided.

FOOD SERVICE CLUSTER
BAKING/PASTRY CHEF

Working under the same production conditions found in most
Commercial baking establishments, students learn how to properly use tools and equipment, weigh
and measure ingredients, mix and bake recipes, as well as package and store the finished product.

FOOD SERVICES

Through classroom theory and hands-on experiences in a fully equipped
commercial kitchen, students learn the basics of food preparation used in most restaurants, banquet
facilities, caterers, and institutions. Advanced instruction covers specialty cooking, menu planning,
purchasing and management skills.

RETAIL FOOD MERCHANDISING & PRODUCTION

Through the operation of
the school’s Meat Shop, Deli & Smokehouse, students learn to identify, process, and prepare various
types of meats, seafood, and deli products. Proper handling and cutting procedures, equipment
operations, wrapping and pricing, display, and customer service are all a part of the training.
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MECHANICAL CLUSTER
MACHINIST TECHNICIAN In a state-of-the-art facility, students use manual and
computerized machining equipment to cut, drill, or shape metal and non-metal materials. Operating
lathes, mills, grinders and shaper students produce machine parts with an extremely high degree of
accuracy. Completion of projects for NIMS certification are emphasized during the third year.

TECHNICAL CLUSTER
ADVERTISING AND DESIGN

Students in this program put their artistic talents to the test
to create a variety of print and visual media projects. Using such software as Adobe Illustrator, Adobe
InDesign, Adobe Photo Shop, they produce posters, CD covers, web pages, greeting cards,
advertisements, business stationary and more. Printing processes, including duplicator operation and
bindery equipment, as well as digital photography and air brushing are also covered.

COMPUTER-AIDED DRAFTING

Students with interest in drafting, engineering, and
architecture learn to read, interpret, and develop technical drawings for construction projects involving
buildings, highways, bridges as well as machines, machined parts, and utility systems. Landscape
design, interior design, and surveying are also covered.

COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS

This program is designed to introduce
students to software applications and computer networking. Through instruction and hands-on
training students learn to identify various types of operating systems, hardware devices, storage
devices Internet Service Providers, Internet Services such as E-Commerce, World Wide Web, and FTP
(File Transfer Protocol). They also learn to utilize MS PowerPoint, MS Access, FrontPage Web
Design, Basic HTML Code, Visual Basic programming, Local Area Networking, TCP/IP, and
Networking OSl Model.

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING & INFORMATION TECH

Students learn all
aspects of computer programming/networking including; Web Design and Development, Database
Programming, configuring routers and switches, computer gaming. Students may become a part of the
web site development teach responsible for the design and maintenance of the web pages for Steel
Center and local organizations. New training options are continually added to this program to keep
pace with the ever-evolving computer information systems industry.

ELECTRONICS ENGINEERING

From computers, printers, cell phones, fax and copiers,
to CD and DVD players, video games, digital cameras and more, electronic equipment affects how we
work, live and play. Utilizing a computerized training system, students in this program learn to
diagnose, troubleshoot, repair and assemble all of today’s electronic devices, including digital
technology. Students may also elect to take the ETA exam for Certified Electronics Technicians.
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GRADING SCALE AND CALCULATION OF QUALITY POINT AVERAGE (QPA)

Quality Point Average (QPA) is calculated by dividing the total number of quality
points by the total number of attempted credits.

EXAMPLE: (QP) 24.750

(ATT) 6.25 = (AVG) 3.960

National Honor Society (3.85)
Honor Roll (3.3)
4.0 Graduate (Highest Honors)
3.75 Graduate (High Honors)
3.50 Graduate (Honors)
Grading Scale
90
80
70
60
59

- 100
- 89
- 79
- 69
- Below

=
=
=
=
=

A
B
C
D
F

Quality Points
Regular

Honors

AP

A
B
C
D

4.5
3.5
2.5
1.5

5
4
3
2

=
=
=
=

4.0
3.0
2.0
1.0
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TIMELINE FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS OF STUDENTS PLANNING
POST HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION
Grade 8
May - June
Review and finalize course selections for Grade 9. Carefully look at the Course Guide
Booklet and read the recommendations based on your future area of concentration.
Grade 9
September - January
Meet with the counselors for an orientation of the high school rules and policies.
Become familiar with the grading policy and the requirements for graduation. Establish good
study habits so that you may earn the best grades possible. This is a good time to begin career
exploration. Your counselor can assist you with this by using the Bridges Program and
Career Cruising Program.
February - May
Continue with good study habits and career exploration. Talk with your counselor
about your course selections for grade 10.
May - June
Review and finalize course selections for grade 10.
Grade 10
September - January
Reestablish good study habits for the year. You may want to take the Preliminary
Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) which
is given in October. The PSAT is a good practice test for the SAT. This is the time to
become involved in school and community activities. Emphasis should be upon a deep
commitment to a few activities rather than a superficial involvement in many. Continue to
explore careers making use of the Bridges Careerware and reference books available in the
Counseling Office and Media Center.
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February - May
Continue with good study habits and earn the best grades possible. Plan your course
selection for grade 11 with your career goals in mind. Discuss your plan with your parents,
teachers, and counselor.
June
Review and finalize your course selections for grade 11. Make sure you are scheduled
for courses that will best prepare you for college or other vocational training. If you do not
have a social security number, contact the local Social Security Administration office for an
application. You will need a social security number to apply for jobs, college, and financial
aid.
Grade 11
September - January
Register and take the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT). It is the junior year test which qualifies you for National
Merit Scholarships. Become involved in school and community activities. Try to make a
note-worthy contribution in one or more areas. Watch for the Counselor Comments, which
is posted monthly, with pertinent information about jobs, college meetings, scholarships, and
test dates. Begin meeting with visiting college representatives in the Counselor Office.
Investigate features of colleges that seem to suit your interests, needs, and abilities, such as
size, type of school, location, fields of study offered, academic quality, cost, environment, and
special opportunities. Consult with a range of sources about colleges such as your counselor,
teachers, parents, recent graduates, current students, and college publications. Continue good
study habits to earn the best grade possible, as your junior year grades will be the last full year
represented on the transcript mailed to colleges.
February - May
Plan your senior year course of study. Consult with your counselor to be sure you
have enough credits, the proper distribution of core courses, and the subjects which will best
prepare you for college or other vocational training. Register for a spring administration of
the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT I) or take the American College Test (ACT) in April or
June. Discuss with your counselor about taking Subject Tests (SAT II) and Advanced
Placement (AP) Tests. You should attend the National College Fair which is held in February
in Pittsburgh. Start writing to colleges and ask for information on their academic programs,
admission criteria, and financial aid. Make use of the Bridges Program as well as other
resources available to you. Meet with your counselor to review information and college
plans. Give some thought to campus visits and interviews for the summer.
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Write to colleges for admission and financial aid information. If you plan to apply to
colleges a distance from home, make campus visits a part of any summer trips you plan to
take. If you can, work during the summer, as most colleges expect students to help pay costs.
Read as much and as widely as you can. It is very important to keep up your reading skills.
Review and finalize your course selection for grade 12. Make sure you are scheduled
for courses that will prepare you for college and for your intended major.
Grade 12
September - January
Register for a fall SAT or ACT. If your college wants SAT II Tests, make
sure you are registered.
Information for the SAT can be found at
www.collegeboard.com.
Information regarding the ACT can be found at
www.act.org.
Meet with your counselor to complete plans for college application processing.
Attend college meetings and stay informed about scholarships and other pertinent information
by reading the Counselor Comments board. Have your college application submitted to
your college by December and in some cases earlier.
February - May
Have your parents file the FASFA Form for financial aid. This form should be filed
by March. Have your parents attend the Financial Aid program at the high school.
If you are taking AP courses, you should register for the May AP tests. If you do well
on these tests, you can earn college credit.
Colleges will be replying to your applications. Make your decision and reply to the
colleges with your answer. Be sure to meet the deadline for sending a deposit to hold your
place. See your counselor for assistance, as needed, during this time.
Lastly, be sure to maintain your grades, and be the best student that you can be.
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WEIGHTED COURSES
ADVANCED ELECTIVES

HONORS ELECTIVES

ENGLISH
AP English (Language)
AP English (Literature)

ENGLISH
English 9th grade – Level 3 (Honors)
English 10th grade – Level 3 (Honors)
English 11th grade – Level 3 (Honors)
English 12th grade – Level 3 (Honors)

FOREIGN LANGUAGES
AP French V
AP Spanish V
AP German IV & V
AP Latin IV & V

FOREIGN LANGUAGES
Level II ,III, IV Honors French &
Spanish, German, Latin
Level III German & Latin

MATHEMATICS
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus BC
AP Computer Programming in Java

MATHEMATICS
Geometry (Honors)
Algebra II (Honors)
Trigonometry (Honors)
Calculus (University of Pittsburgh)
Statistics (Honors)
Computer Programming Credits in

VISUAL BASIC.NET (Honors)
SCIENCE
AP Biology
AP Chemistry
AP Physics

SCIENCE
Science 9 (Honors)
Chemistry (Honors)
Physics (Honors)
Biology (Honors)
Environmental Science (Honors)

SOCIAL STUDIES
AP American History
AP European History
AP Macroeconomics

SOCIAL STUDIES
American History 9th grade – Level 3
(Honors)
American History II (Honors)
Humanities (Honors)
American Govt. (Honors)
World History (Honors)
Economic (Honors)
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION &
ENGINEERING
Automation Systems Level 3(Honors)

If a course is repeated, both grades & credits are figured in computing class rank. Only one credit is
allowed toward graduation requirements.
If a course if failed, no value is added to the earned percentage grade, but the credit value for the course is
added to the total attempts used to compute class rank.

Regular Subjects:
Advanced Subjects:
Honors Subjects:
Grading System:

A-4, B-3, C-2, D-1, F-0
A-5, B-4, C-3, D-2, F-0
A-4.5, B-3.5, C-2.5, D-1.5, F-0
A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, D=60-69, F=below 59
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