
Bethel Park School District 

September 2016 Highlights 
Please enjoy reading about the outstanding 

achievements of our students and staff! 



Congratulations, Kelly Katilius! 

Independence Middle School 
eighth grader Kelly Katilius 
earned a Gold Medal in the 
Junior Life Planning Event at 
the Family Career and 
Consumer Leaders of 
America’s National 
Competition in San Diego. 

 

She was eligible to compete at 
Nationals because she earned 
a Gold Medal in the same 
event at the FCCLA State 
Competition in March. 



Noah Gearhart Wins 
Youth Film Contest 

Bethel Park High School senior Noah Gearhart won $1,500 and the 
use of video equipment for a year as the winner of Steeltown 
Entertainment’s Take A Shot Youth Film Contest in the Documentary 
Category. 

 

Noah’s film attempted to get his fellow students thinking about how 
often they use inappropriate language and to take the Rubber Band 
Challenge to help them curtail their bad habit. 

 

Noah’s video can be viewed online at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsNJbyCttbM.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsNJbyCttbM


Senior Participates In Summer Journalism 
Workshop 

Bethel Park High School senior Tania Beattie was one of 30 students 
selected to participate in the Frank Bolden Urban Journalism 
Workshop this summer.  She participated in the Broadcast 
Journalism track and was able to work with a KDKA-TV cameraman 
to film a story with BPHS Nurse Tracy Ford about the BPHS STAND 
Organization.  She was also selected as one of two students to 
anchor a newscast that was filmed on the KDKA news set. 



Congratulations, 
Hayley Ruffing! 

Bethel Park High School senior Hayley Ruffing was selected to 
participate in the National Youth Leadership Forum: Law and CSI, 
which was held this past July in Washington, D.C.  Hayley was one of 
477 students who spent a week learning about the various career 
options in the fields of law and forensic science. 

 

The experience solidified Hayley’s desire to pursue a career in 
forensic science. 



Two BPSD Teachers 
Selected To Participate 
In CMU Data Fluency 

Project 

BPHS Science Teacher Lee Cristofano 
and NAMS Fifth Grade Teacher Joe 
Rosi were among a group of 12 area 
teachers to participate in a summer 
program at Carnegie Mellon 
University that focused on Data 
Fluency. 

 

They spent two weeks at CMU’s 
CREATE Lab, working with high 
technology tools developed for use in 
the classroom and planned for how 
they will incorporate this technology 
into their classrooms. 

 



Four BPHS Seniors Recognized By National Merit 
Scholarship Program 

Four Bethel Park High School seniors were recognized 
by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation in its 
2017 National Merit Scholarship Program. 

 

Rachel McClaine was named a Semifinalist.  She is 
among the top 16,000 scorers on the PSAT, which she 
took last year as a junior.  She is now eligible to 
become one of 15,000 Finalists and eligible to receive 
one of 7,500 National Merit Scholarships to be 
awarded in the spring of 2015. 

 

Nathan Makowski, Megan McClary and Ryan Pfab 
were named Commended Students.  They are among 
the top 34,000 scorers on the PSAT who were not 
Semifinalists. 



Four Students Selected For Honors Orchestra 

Four Bethel Park High School musicians successfully auditioned and 
have been selected to perform in the Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association’s Honors Orchestra Concert, which will be held on 
Sunday, November 20 at 3:30 PM at Bethel Park High School. 

• Emily Cowser – Viola 

• William May – Violin 

• Preston Smith – Viola 

• Jenelle Wu -- Violin 



Seventh Graders Develop 
Team-Building Skills 

Through STEAM Activities 
Independence Middle School students on 
Team 7A learned to develop team-building 
skills by participating in two STEAM activities. 

 

The students worked in small groups to build 
a freestanding tower from balloons and 
masking tape.  Then they formed other 
groups to build a tower from dried spaghetti, 
string and masking tape that would support 
the weight of a marshmallow. 

 

Their teachers wanted them to develop 
these skills as quickly as possible this school 
year because they will be working together 
and learning as much as possible from one 
another. 



IMS Seventh Graders Create Haitian Metal Art 

Independence Middle School seventh graders used their 
Chromebooks to research Haitian design patterns to help them 
design and create their own Haitian metal art from aluminum or 
copper sheets. 

 

They used burnishing tools to give texture to their designs.  Once 
completed, they applied India ink to the metal and wiped the excess 
away before framing. 



Franklin Students 
Meet Professional 

Runners 

Franklin Elementary students kicked off their HERO responsibility 
program with a visit from three professional elite runners—Ben 
Blankenship, Heather Kampf and Jordan McNamara—who were 
in town to run the Liberty Mile. 

 

They encouraged the students to develop good fitness habits and 
to set goals for their lives. 

 

The program was sponsored by the Pittsburgh Marathon and 
Franklin was selected through a drawing of schools that 
participated in the Pittsburgh Kids Marathon in May. 



Nominate Deserving BPHS Alumni for the 
2017 Great Alumni Hall of Fame 

Bethel Park High School is accepting nominations for the 2017 BPHS 
Great Alumni Hall of Fame.  This is the fourth year for this program which 
honors Bethel Park alumni who have demonstrated outstanding 
accomplishments either personally or professionally after graduating 
from Bethel Park High School. 

 

If you know alumni who have significantly improved the lives of others, 
contributed significant volunteer or community service, or achieved 
significant advancement in their professional field, please consider 
nominating them for this award.  Nomination forms are available at 
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/2017NominationForm.pdf.  

 

The deadline to submit nominations is Monday, October 31, 2016.  The 
Class of 2017 inductees will be honored at the half-time of the January 
27, 2017 Bethel Park High School Boys Varsity Basketball Game.  Please 
note, this Hall is separate from the Athletic Hall of Fame. 

http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/2017NominationForm.pdf


The Mission of the Bethel Park School District is to lead an educational 
partnership with the community, maintaining an environment that challenges all 
students to reach their potential as lifelong learners and responsible members of 

society. 

The Bethel Park School 

District 
Where Futures Begin 


