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NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY 
 
The Bethel Park School District will not discriminate in its educational programs, activities or 
employment practices, based on race, color, national origin, sex, sexual preference, disability, 
age, religion, ancestry, union membership, or any other legally protected classification. 
 
Announcement of this policy is in accordance with state and federal laws, including Title IX of 
the Education Amendments of 1972, and sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973.  Employees and participants who have an inquiry or complaint of harassment or 
discrimination, or need information about accommodations, for persons with disabilities 
should contact: 
 
Mr. Leonard Corazzi 
Title IX Compliance Officer 
301 Church Road 
Bethel Park, PA 15102-1696 
(412) 854-8404 
(412) 854-8430 (fax) 
corazzi.leonard@bphawks.org  
  

STUDENT INFORMATION SOURCES 
 

School announcements, information, forms, etc. can be found on the 
Independence Middle School web site (www.bpsd.org/IMS) and the PTSO 
website (www.imsptso.org). 
 
 
Weather delays and closings are announced on: 
   
  Bethel Park School District School Messenger Calling System 

412-854-8407 
  KDKA, WTAE and WPXI 

mailto:corazzi.leonard@bphawks.org
http://www.bpsd.org/IMS
http://www.imsptso.org/
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FOREWORD 

 

 

 
The policies and procedures contained 
in this handbook are the results of a 
concerted effort on the part of the faculty 
and administration.  
 
This information has been carefully 
prepared and presented so that it will be 
of great value in helping the student to 
adjust to Independence Middle School 
and to become an integral part of the 
school. 
 
Please take the time to familiarize 
yourself with its contents. If you have 
questions after reviewing the handbook, 
please feel free to call the school for 
clarification. 
 
A sign-off sheet has been enclosed in 
the packet of forms that you received on 
the first day of school. After reviewing 
the handbook together, parents and 
students are to sign the form and return 
it to the homeroom teacher. 
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Bethel Park School District 

MISSION 
 

To lead an educational partnership with the community, maintaining an 

environment 

that challenges all students to reach 

their potential as lifelong learners 

and responsible members of society. 
 

 

SCHOOL BOARD & ADMINISTRATION 
 

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

 
Mrs. Donna Cook, President 

 
Mr. Russell Spicuzza, Vice President 

 
Mr. David J. Amaditz 

 
Mrs. Cynthia J. Buckley 

 
Mr. Barry Christenson 

 
Mrs. Pamela Dobos 

 
Mr. James Means 

 
Mrs. Connie H. Ruhl 

 
Mr. Ron Werkmeister 

 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

Dr. Joseph Pasquerilla, Superintendent 
 

Mr. David M. Muench, Principal 
 

Dr. George N. Spalaris, Assistant Principal 



 

viii 

 

 
 

 

Independence Middle School 

MISSION 
 

 

At Independence Middle School, we are committed to excellence 

by providing opportunities for all students to grow intellectually, 

physically, and socially. In order to reach these goals, the staff 

recognizes the need to provide a safe, supportive, and student-

centered learning environment. Developmentally-responsive 

learning activities and community experiences will enhance the 

development of individual responsibility and citizenship in our 

students. 
 

 

 
 

 

              IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

 

Mr. David M. Muench, Principal’s Office ............................................ 412-854-8677 
Dr. George N. Spalaris, Assistant Principal’s Office .......................... 412-854-8678 
Mr. John Lorenzi, Counselor (8th Grade) ............................................. 412-854-8682 
Mrs. Jennifer Blodgett, Counselor (7th Grade) ..................................... 412-854-8688 
Mrs. Elizabeth Moore, Social Worker ................................................... 412-854-8734 
Mrs. Lori Kelley, Nurse ........................................................................... 412-854-8686 
Mrs. Shelly Vacca, Attendance Office .................................................. 412-854-8684 
 
Bethel Park Fire/Police/EMS……………………………………...  412-833-2000  
Bethel Park Police Anonymous Tip Line .......................................... 412-851-2773 
Bethel Park Public Library .................................................................. 412-835-2207 
District Magistrate Ron Arnoni .......................................................... 412-835-1661 
Snow Delay ........................................................................................... 412-854-8407 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 2017-2018 
 

August 16, 2017 New Teacher Induction 

August 17, 2017  Teacher In-service Day 

August 18, 2017                         Room Preparation 

August 21, 2017 Teacher In-service Day 

August 22, 2017 Teacher In-service Day 

 

August 23, 2017                 FIRST DAY FOR STUDENTS! 

 

September 4, 2017             Labor Day - (Schools Closed) 

 

October 3, 2017                         Act 80 - 2 Hour Delay Start for Students 

October 25, 2017         First Grading Period Ends 

October 26, 2017                       Teacher Records Day (Schools Closed) 

October 27, 2017                  Second Grading Period Begins 

 

November 6, 2017                     Act 80 - Teacher In-service Day/Elementary Conferences 1:00-8:30 PM 

                                                     (Schools Closed) 

November 7, 2017                     Act 80 - Teacher In-service Day/Elementary Conferences (Schools Closed) 

November 23-27                        Thanksgiving Break (Schools Closed) 

 

December 6, 2017                      Act 80 - 2 Hour Delay Start for Students 

December 25-Jan. 1, 2018        Winter Recess (Schools Closed) 

 

January 12, 2018                        Second Grading Period/First Semester Ends 

January 15, 2018                        Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – Teacher Records Day- (Schools Closed) 

January 16, 2018                        Third Grading Period/Second Semester Begins 

January 25, 2018                        Act 80 - 2 Hour Delay Start for Students 

 

February 19, 2018                      Act 80 – President’s Day – Teacher Inservice Day 

 

March  12, 2018                          Act 80 – 2 Hour Delay Start for Students 

March 20, 2018                           Third Grading Period Ends 

March 21, 2018                           Teacher Records Day (Schools Closed) 

March 22, 2018                           Fourth Grading Period Begins 

March 29-April 2, 2018             Spring Break (Schools Closed) 

 

April 3, 2018                               Act 80 – 2 Hour Delay Start for Students 

 

May 10, 2018                              Act 80 – 2 Hour Delay Start for Students 

May 15, 2018                              Election Day – (Schools Closed) 

May 28, 2018                              Memorial Day Observed – (Schools Closed) 

May 31, 2018                              Last Day for Students – Kindergarten AM Only Attends-Early Release 

 

June 1, 2018                                Teacher Records Day (Schools Closed) 



 

x 

June 2, 2018                                High School Graduation 

June 8, 2018                                Kennywood Day 

 

 

 

IMS CLASS SCHEDULES 
 

Teacher Sign-In........................................................................................................................................ 7:15 

Teachers at Assigned Areas .................................................................................................................... 7:17 

Warning Announcement ................................................................................................................. ….   7:24 

Homeroom ....................................................................................................................................... 7:25 -7:40 

Period   1 ........................................................................................................................................ 7:43 – 8:25 

Period   2 ........................................................................................................................................ 8:28 – 9:10 

Period   3 ........................................................................................................................................ 9:13 – 9:55 

Period   4 (Lunch A) .................................................................................................................... 9:58– 10:40 

Period   5 (Lunch B) .................................................................................................................. 10:43– 11:25 

Period   6 (Lunch C) .................................................................................................................. 11:28– 12:10 

Period   7 ..................................................................................................................................... 12:13– 12:55 

Period   8 ...................................................................................................................................... 12:58 – 1:40 

Period   9 ........................................................................................................................................ 1:43 – 2:25 

Student Dismissal ..................................................................................................................................... 2:25 

Buses Leave .............................................................................................................................................. 2:36 

Teacher Day Ends .................................................................................................................................... 2:45 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ONE HOUR DELAY 

 

 
Teacher Sign-In........................................................................................................................................ 8:15 

Teachers at Assigned Areas .................................................................................................................... 8:17 

Warning Announcement ......................................................................................................................    8:24 

Homeroom ..................................................................................................................................... 8:25 – 8:40 

Period   1 ........................................................................................................................................ 8:43 – 9:18 

Period   2 ........................................................................................................................................ 9:21 – 9:56 

Period   3 ...................................................................................................................................... 9:59 – 10:34 

Period   4 (Lunch A) ................................................................................................................. 10:37 – 11:13 

Period   5 (Lunch B) ................................................................................................................. 11:16 – 11:52 

Period   6 (Lunch C) ................................................................................................................. 11:55 – 12:31 

Period   7 ...................................................................................................................................... 12:34 – 1:09 

Period   8 ........................................................................................................................................ 1:12 – 1:47 

Period   9 ........................................................................................................................................ 1:50 – 2:25 

Student Dismissal ..................................................................................................................................... 2:25 

Buses Leave .............................................................................................................................................. 2:36 

Teacher Day Ends .................................................................................................................................... 2:45 
 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  STUDENTS ARE NOT TO REPORT TO SCHOOL EARLY ON DELAY DAYS SINCE NO 

SUPERVISION IS AVAILABLE AND THE SCHOOL IS LOCKED. 

*Daily class schedule subject to change during school year if necessary. 
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TWO HOUR DELAY 

 
Teacher Sign-In........................................................................................................................................ 9:15 

Teachers at Assigned Areas .................................................................................................................... 9:17 

Warning Announcement ......................................................................................................................    9:24 

Homeroom .....................................................................................................................................  9:25 - 9:37 

Period   1 ....................................................................................................................................... 9:40 - 10:08 

Period   2 ..................................................................................................................................... 10:11 - 10:39 

Period   3 ..................................................................................................................................... 10:42 - 11:10 

Period   4 (Lunch A) .................................................................................................................. 11:13 - 11:44 

Period   5 (Lunch B) .................................................................................................................. 11:47 - 12:18 

Period   6 (Lunch C) .................................................................................................................. 12:21 - 12:52 

Period   7 ....................................................................................................................................... 12:55 - 1:23 

Period   8 ......................................................................................................................................... 1:26 - 1:54 

Period   9 ......................................................................................................................................... 1:57 - 2:25 

Student Dismissal ..................................................................................................................................... 2:25 

Buses Leave .............................................................................................................................................. 2:36 

Teacher Day Ends .................................................................................................................................... 2:45 

 

 
 

 

 

HALF-DAY EARLY RELEASE 
 

 
Teacher Sign-In........................................................................................................................................ 7:15 

Teachers at Assigned Areas .................................................................................................................... 7:18 

Warning Announcement ................................................................................................................. ….   7:24 

Homeroom .....................................................................................................................................  7:25 - 7:39 

Period   1 ......................................................................................................................................... 7:42 - 8:03 

Period   2 ......................................................................................................................................... 8:06 - 8:27 

Period   3 ......................................................................................................................................... 8:30 - 8:51 

Period   7 ......................................................................................................................................... 8:54 - 9:15 

Period   8 ......................................................................................................................................... 9:18 - 9:39 

Period   9 ....................................................................................................................................... 9:42 - 10:03 

Period   4 (Lunch A) .................................................................................................................. 10:06 - 10:27 

Period   5 (Lunch B) .................................................................................................................. 10:30 - 10:51 

Period   6 (Lunch C) .................................................................................................................. 10:54 - 11:15 

Student Dismissal ................................................................................................................................... 11:15 

Buses Leave ............................................................................................................................................ 11:25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  STUDENTS ARE NOT TO REPORT TO SCHOOL EARLY ON DELAY DAYS SINCE NO 

SUPERVISION IS AVAILABLE AND THE SCHOOL IS LOCKED. 

*Daily class schedule subject to change during school year if necessary.
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School Day and Attendance 
 

STUDENT DAY  
 

 7:25 a.m. to 2:25 p.m. 
 Dismissal on half-day early release days is approximately 11:15 a.m.  Buses will 

depart at 11:25 a.m. 
 Students must leave the building immediately upon dismissal. 
 Students staying after school must remain with their supervising teacher. 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY/INTENT  
 
Student attendance is an important factor in the academic success of each and every student. 
As an educational institution, it is part of our responsibility to instill in our students excellent 
attendance habits that will lead them to success in the world. In addition, we believe that 
students and parents/guardians who choose not to adhere to the following attendance 
regulations should be held accountable for their actions. It is our hope that by establishing the 
following standards, parents/guardians and students alike will recognize the seriousness of 
regular attendance in school. 
 

 

School Board Policy 204: Attendance 
(SEE FOLLOWING PAGES) 
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ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL  
Absence from school shall be recorded according to Pennsylvania state law in one of the 

following manners: 

 

Excused Absences: 

See BPSD Policy 204: Attendance shown above  

{Note: Absences will be excused via parent note with valid reason per policy.  A 15-day 
letter (both excused and unexcused absences included) will indicate that any further 
absences must be accompanied by a doctor’s excuse for each occurrence or he/she will be 
considered unexcused/illegal for attendance and grading purposes. Excuses will be 
accepted from a medical doctor only and this will include MD, DO, DMD, PA and/or 
CRNP.  Bethel Park School District will prosecute, as provided by law, parents of students 
who are violating the compulsory attendance laws of the state of Pennsylvania. All 
students will be referred to the District Judge.} 
 

 

 

EXTENDED ABSENCE: During extended illness or hospitalization beyond three days, 

the parent/guardian should request homework assignments by contacting an academic  
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building secretary. Work can be requested on the second day of the student absence to be 

picked up on the third day of the absence. Students who have extended medically-excused 

absences will be contacted by the administrator in charge, or the administrator’s designee, to 

discuss the situation regarding the best possible solution to facilitate the student’s continued 

academic progress and success. 

 

PRE-APPROVED ABSENCE: Students must request approval at least three days prior 

for a preplanned educational trip.  Parents should use the request form available in the 

attendance office, the building office, or on the website.  The parent/guardian must sign the 

form.  If a request is sent to school prior to the dates of the trip, and the trip has been pre-

approved, the absence is excused.  If no prior notice is received, the school is required to 

classify such absences as unexcused.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL-SANCTIONED ABSENCE: School-sanctioned absences are class absences 

resulting from a student’s approved participation in school-sponsored field trips, 

performances, co-curricular and extra-curricular activity or event.  Students are expected to 

obtain assignments in advance and submit completed work on time. 

 

ACADEMIC CONSEQUENCES:  Any/all work missed by a student with an excused 

absence is expected to be made up within the same number of days that the student was 

absent. Example:  1 day absent = 1 day to make up work; 2 days absent = 2 days to make up 

work, etc. Classroom teachers may extend this time frame as needed. Any/all work missed by 

a student with an unexcused/illegal absence or tardy cannot be made up by the student and 

will be recorded by the classroom teacher as a “0” percent. Work given in advance of a pre-

approved absence or a school-sanctioned absence should be completed and submitted upon 

return.  Additionally, no extensions will be granted for tests, quizzes, in-class presentation, etc. 

for which the student had awareness of prior to his/her absence period. These items will be 

expected to be completed at the time of the student’s return to school unless otherwise 

specified by the classroom teacher. 

 

ATHLETIC/EXTRA-CURRICULAR PARTICIPATION: According to the Parent-

Student Athletic Handbook:  “Students must attend a full day of school in order to practice or 

Please note that your child’s regular attendance has a profound effect on academic 
performance. We strongly urge families to schedule educational trips during the summer 
months or during scheduled school breaks. Students are responsible for the collection of 
missed assignments for legally excused absences. 
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participate in that sport or activity that day. A full day of school is defined as arriving 

before 9:00 am and leaving after 1:00 pm. Exceptions to this rule include pre-approved college 

visits, funerals, medical appointments, and other special circumstances approved in advance 

by the Principal.” 

Tardy to School/Homeroom 

A student who is not in his/her homeroom/classroom prior to the beginning of the school 
day at 7:25 AM will be considered tardy to school.  Students must then report to the 
Attendance Office to get a tardy pass that will admit him/her to homeroom or class. 
Students who are tardy to school must have a legitimate excuse as defined by the 
Pennsylvania attendance law. Tardy is defined as arriving after homeroom begins. 

Excused Tardy: Any enrolled student, who is tardy to school for a legal reason as provided 
by state law and produces a legal excuse upon arrival to the Attendance Office, will be 
considered excused. Retroactive excuses submitted after the 3-day period will not be 
accepted according to Pennsylvania attendance laws. Below is a list of excused tardies: 
 

 Illness 

 Quarantine 

 Death in the immediate family 

 Recognized religious holidays and services 

 Health-related  appointments 

 Court appearances 

 School-sanctioned absences 

 Exceptionally urgent reasons (at the discretion of an administrator) 

 Approved tutorial programs 

The standardized student attendance excuse form is available on the BPSD website for parents 
to print. 

Unexcused/Illegal Tardy: A student who is currently enrolled in the Bethel Park School 
District and is tardy for an unlawful/unexcused reason and/or fails to provide an 
appropriate excuse to his/her homeroom teacher within 3 school days from the tardy will 
be in violation of the attendance policy and/or state law.   
 
The Bethel Park School District will use the following course of actions as they relate to 
student tardy to school: 

 Send out a letter to parents when a student reaches his/her 3rd,  6th , 10th, and 15th 
unexcused tardies from Independence Middle School. This letter will include 
upcoming consequences should the student continue to be tardy.  All 
assignments/exams missed will result in a zero (0) for all periods missed that day. 

 Send out a letter to parents when a student reaches his/her 3rd unexcused tardy 
outlining further consequences.  All assignments/exams missed will result in a zero 
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(0) for all periods missed that day. The third (3), fourth (4), and fifth (5) unexcused 
tardy is a Level I violation. 

   Send out a letter to parents when a student reaches his/her 6th unexcused tardy that 
includes a warning about loss of privileges.  All assignments/exams missed will 
result in a zero (0) for all periods missed that day. The sixth (6), seventh (7), eighth (8) 
and ninth (9) unexcused tardy is a Level II violation. 

 
   Send out a letter to parents when a student reaches his/her 10th unexcused 

tardies.  When a student reaches 10 tardies he/she will lose all privileges for 30 
calendar days including but not limited to participation in all PIAA, club, and 
intramural sports, all school-related clubs and extracurricular activities, field trips, 
all dances/social events. All unexcused absences/tardies will result in a zero (0) 
for all assignments/exams on that day. The infraction is a Level II violation. 

 
   Send out a letter to parents when a student reaches his/her 15th unexcused 

tardy.  When a student reaches 15 tardies he/she will lose ALL privileges for the 
remainder of the year including but not limited to participation in all PIAA, club, 
and intramural sports, all school-related clubs and extracurricular activities, field 
trips, all dances/social events.  All unexcused absences/tardies will result in a zero 
(0) for all assignments/exams on that day. The infraction is a Level II violation. 

 
 The 15-day letter (both excused and unexcused) will indicate that any further 

tardies must be accompanied by a doctor’s excuse for each occurrence or he/she 
will be considered unexcused/illegal for attendance and grading purposes. 
Excuses will be accepted from a medical doctor only and this will include MD, DO, 
DMD, PA and/or CRNP. 

 Bethel Park School District will prosecute, as provided by law, parents of students 
who are violating the compulsory attendance laws of the state of Pennsylvania. All 
students will be referred to the District Judge. 

 

ATHLETIC/EXTRA-CURRICULAR PARTICIPATION: According to the Parent-

Student Athletic Handbook:  “Students must attend a full day of school in order to practice 
or participate in that sport or activity that day. A full day of school is defined as arriving 
before 9:00 am and leaving after 1:00 pm. Exceptions to this rule include pre-approved 
college visits, funerals, medical appointments, and other special circumstances approved in 
advance by the Principal.”  

 
EARLY RELEASE INFORMATION  

 

Early releases from school will be granted for verifiable reasons, which are the same as for 

excused absences.  Parents/guardians are encouraged to schedule student medical 

appointments after school hours.  Students will be issued an early release under the following 

circumstances:  
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 The 1st through 3rd early release will be excused via a parent’s note describing the 

reason for the early release. 

 Upon a student’s return to school from a medical appointment, a medical doctor's 

excuse (MD, DO, DMD, PA and/or CRNP) may be submitted. Then that early release 

will not count against early release totals.  

 All early releases from the 4th occurrence on will be listed as unexcused unless the 

student can produce a medical doctor's excuse (MD, DO, DMD, PA and/or CRNP) for 

the early release either when requesting the early release or upon the student’s return to 

school.  

 A valid early release excuse from a parent/guardian must be submitted to the 

Attendance Office before or during homeroom.    

 All early release requests must be approved prior to the release.  

 The early release excuse must include release time, reason for the early release and a 

telephone number where the parent/guardian can be reached for verification.   

 In extreme emergency situations, a parent may bring in a note upon picking up the 

student, or a faxed note for an early release may be approved.  

 Students returning to school from an early release must immediately sign in at the 

Attendance Office or Main Office with their medical doctor's excuse (MD, DO, DMD, 

PA and/or CRNP).  Students who fail to sign in will be considered as unexcused. 

 Students must check out at the Attendance Office or Main Office prior to leaving. 

 Students returning to class from an early release must also check in at the Attendance 

Office or Main Office upon their arrival to school. 

 Early releases prior to 10:50 a.m. or reporting to school after 10:50 a.m. may preclude 

the student’s participation in co-curricular and/or extra-curricular activities. 

 Students are not allowed to leave a building without authorization.  

 Students waiting for their parents to pick them up, should wait inside the main 

entrance until their parents pull up in front of the building.  

 Students are not to remain in the building or on the campus after an early release.  

 

SENT HOME BY NURSE  

 

If a student becomes ill, the parent/guardian will be contacted by the school nurse, 

building principal or designee so that arrangements can be made to have the student taken 

home.  Students sent home by the nurse are not permitted to return to school for the remainder 

of the day.  From the 4th occurrence on, a student who is sent home by the nurse will be listed 

as unexcused unless the student can produce a medical doctor's excuse (MD, DO, DMD, PA 

and/or CRNP) upon returning to school.  In the event a student is sent home by the nurse after 

the 15th day of absence, the student will be required to submit an excuse from a medical 

doctor (MD, DO, DMD, PA and/or CRNP) to the nurse upon returning to school.  
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STUDENT DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP  
 

 Walkers and students who are dropped off by their parents should not arrive to school 
before 6:45 a.m. (NOTE: The time of 6:45 will be adjusted for days with a weather delay. 
Example, for a 2-hour delay, walkers and drop-offs should not arrive before 8:45 a.m.) 

 Between 7:00 a.m.-7:25 a.m., cars must follow the posted signs for student drop-off.  
Note that the posted speed limit is 15 mph. 

 The drop-off lane has been carefully selected so that no child ever has to cross in front 
of moving traffic. Once on the flat portion of the student drop off please drop your child 
off on the sidewalk as soon as you pull up to the closest car.  This will keep drop off 
moving efficiently. 

 Never argue with our bus proctors. They are helping to keep your children safe! 

 
SCHOOL DELIVERIES  
 
Due to the number of interruptions throughout the academic school day, we must limit P.A. 
announcements and phone calls to the classrooms. Therefore, we do not call students to the 
office when items are left for pick-up. 

 
 Students are permitted to call home for forgotten items. 
 It is the child’s responsibility to check in the office between classes, at lunch or 

during a study hall (with teacher’s permission) for any delivery. 
 No calls are made to the classroom to tell a child that a delivery is made. 
 We do make an effort to deliver lunches and lunch money to the cafeteria for 

delivery to the students. You must mark the child’s name and lunch period on the 
lunch. 

 
 
SEVERE WEATHER DELAYS AND CANCELLATIONS   
 

 Weather delays and cancellations will be communicated home through the School 
Messenger System 

 Please DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL FOR THIS INFORMATION. 
 School delays and cancellations will be announced as early as possible on the local     

radio and television stations. Students will not be allowed in the building before the 
prescribed starting time. 

 SNOW DELAY/CANCELLATION NUMBER: 412-854-8407 
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Lockers, Book Bags,  
School and Personal Property 
 

LOCKERS  
 

 The Bethel Park School District reserves the right to search a student’s locker when 
deemed necessary. 

 Lockers are not to be shared. Keep your combination private. 
 Remember: you will be held responsible for the condition of your locker and its 

contents. 
 Take care of your locker. Keep it neat and clean. Remove food daily. 
 Decorations must be easily removed. 
 Do not slam or kick lockers. 
 If your locker jams, report to your classroom teacher for assistance. A jammed locker 

is not an excuse for being late to class. 
 Valuables and large sums of money should be kept at home. 
 Students must purchase two school-mandated combination locks, which are 

available at the Main Office. One lock is to be used for the student’s main locker and 
the other for his/her gym locker. 

 
BOOK BAGS  
 

 Carry only school-related materials in your book bag between IMS and home. 
 Store your book bag in your locker during the school day. 
 Book bags are not permitted to be carried from class to class. 

 
 

LOST AND FOUND  

 

 Items found in the building or on the bus are placed in the Lost and Found located in 
the cafeteria. 

 Lost items of value may be turned in/recovered in the main office. Eyeglasses are 
always turned into the office. 

 Students may check the Lost and Found before school, during lunch, or after school to 
locate lost items. 
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School Work, Homework, and Report Cards 

 
 

SCHOOLWORK AND HOMEWORK  
 

 Be prepared to do your best work every day! 
 Bring all necessary materials to each class: Chromebooks, books, notebooks, paper, 

pens and pencils, and your agenda.  Failure to bring appropriate materials to class 
may impact your grade or lead to other consequences. 

 Homework should be done neatly, completely, and on time. 

 
SUNGARD 
 
Parent Sungard access may be used to check assignments. Parents received their login via an 
email. The core team assignments can be found on the team calendar.  Please be sure to view 
the assignments in the “Month” view to get the most complete information. 

 
MAKE-UP WORK  

 
 You may use Sungard to access homework at any time. 
 If you are going to be absent for three or more days, you may call the Counseling 

Secretary  (412-854-8685) on the second day of absence by 8 A.M. to arrange for 
work to be gathered. Make-up work will be available in the main office by 8:00 AM 
on the third day. 

 You are responsible for making up missed tests and assignments as soon as possible. 

 
HOMEWORK OVER TIME TEAM: HOTT  
 

 HOTT gives students the time and place to study and complete homework in a 
supervised environment. 

 HOTT runs from 2:45 until 3:55 p.m. on Monday and Wednesday. 
 Students may be referred by a teacher, counselor, parent, or themselves. Ask a team 

teacher or a counselor for information about how to participate in HOTT. 

 
GRADING SYSTEM  

 

The Bethel Park School District grading scale for all IMS classes is as follows: 
 
A 90 – 100    D 60 - 69 
B 80 – 89    F 0 - 59 
C 70 – 79    I Incomplete 
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FAILURES AND INCOMPLETES  
 

 Incomplete work that has not been made up two weeks after the end of the report 
period will be recorded as a failing grade. 

 Failure policy: Students who receive a failing grade in two or more core team classes 

will be required to attend summer school or face retention. 
 

REPORT CARDS AND PROGRESS REPORTS  
 

 Report cards are posted on Sungard at the end of every nine-week grading period. If 
you do not have Internet access, you must notify the school in order to receive a 
copy of your child’s report card. 

 Progress notices are sent only to parents who do not have Internet access. 
 Your child’s grade will be available to you via Sungard.  

 
 

HONOR ROLL  
 
 3.75 – 4.00  Distinguished Honors 
 3.50 – 3.74  High Honors 
 3.25 – 3.49  Honors 
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School Rules 
 
 
VISITORS (INCLUDING PARENTS)  
 

 Visitors must “buzz in” at the main entrance. Visitors are expected to identify 
themselves and state their purpose of business at IMS. 

 Visitors must report to the office upon entering the building and submit their 
driver’s license or state-issued ID to obtain a visitor’s badge. 

 Visitors’ parking spaces are designated near the main entrance. 
 

VIDEO SURVEILLANCE  
 
All Independence Middle School hallways, cafeteria, and parking lots are subject to video 
surveillance at any time. 

 
STUDENT DEBTS  
 
Students incur debts for several reasons: 
 

 Failure to return materials, books, calculators, etc. 
 Destruction or excessive wear to materials or other school property stated above 
 Unpaid cafeteria charges 
 Unpaid library charges such as lost books/materials 
 Required medical tests to Nurse 

 
Student debts must be paid. Also, debts may hinder a student’s participation in extra-
curricular activities and school/district social functions.  Debts can be paid in the IMS main 
office. 
 

DETENTION  
 

 Teachers may assign students to Teacher Detention.  The duration of these 
detentions are determined by the teacher. 

 The Principal and Assistant Principal may assign ASD (After-school detention). 
 ASD begins at 2:30 p.m. and ends at 3:55 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday. 
 Detention Forms for both teacher detention and ASD are sent home in advance with 

the student. 
 The form(s) must be signed by the parent and returned to the person monitoring the 

detention. 
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 When the signed detention form is not returned, students could be given additional 
detention. 

 Transportation for both Teacher Detention and ASD must be provided by the 
parent/guardian. 

 
CAFETERIA  
 

 Lunch should be a pleasant and relaxing time in your day.  
 The following procedures will allow you to enjoy your lunch in a safe, efficient, and 

comfortable setting: 
 Students are expected to follow the directions of the staff and behave in an orderly 

manner. 
 Students are expected to clean up around seats and tables, discard waste and return 

their own trays. 
 Food, beverages, bottles, trays, or utensils are to remain in the cafeteria at the end of 

the lunch period. 
 Discipline measures are at the discretion of staff members in attendance. 

 

 
CONSEQUENCES OF CAFETERIA MISCONDUCT  
  

 Restricted seating 
 Wall seating/bag lunch 
 Phone call to parent or guardian 
 After-school detention 
 Saturday detention 

 
 
FOOD SERVICES – METZ CULINARY MANAGEMENT  
 

 Metz Culinary Management has been contracted by the Bethel Park School District to 
provide students with a nutritious lunch and breakfast program. 

 Daily lunch menus are available on the Bethel Park School District web site at 
www.bpsd.org and clicking on the Food Service Department tab. 

 IMS students may purchase lunch and breakfast using cash or their QSP prepaid 
account. 

 Breakfast is available only from 7:00 a.m. to 7:18 a.m. 
 Students will be scheduled for a daily 42-minute lunch period. 
 
 

BPSD CHARGE POLICY   
 
We do realize there are occasions when money is forgotten or lost and students have to borrow 
money for lunch. While we feel it is very important for all students to eat a nutritious lunch, 
we do have to set some limits regarding borrowing. Students who borrow are expected to 
bring in the money the next school day. It is important for students to understand that 

http://www.bpsd.org/
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borrowing carries with it the responsibility for repayment. Our policy is designed to increase 
the student’s responsibility, as they get older, hence there are different polices for elementary 
schools, middle schools and the high school.  
 
 

 
 No charges will be permitted for ala carte food or beverages. 
 Any student who wishes to borrow money to purchase a lunch must utilize their QSP 

prepaid account to do so. 
 Pupils are expected to repay promptly the next school day. 
 Students who owe a debt may not charge a tier lunch. 
 Reminders will be emailed or sent home to parents/guardians of students owing a debt 

every 2-3 weeks. Phone messages through the District’s automated call system notify 
parents when balances fall below a negative $5.00. 

 If you have any questions regarding your child’s account or other issues relevant to 
Metz Culinary Management, please contact Mr. Joe Consolmagno at 412-854-8754. 

 
 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 
 
Automatic payments can be made by logging on to www.PayForIt.net. Parents can create an 
account, check their child’s account balance, track when their child is eating and make 
payments to their cafeteria account via credit card or checking account. Adding payments via 
credit or checking account is subject to a transaction fee as per the Pay for It website. Parents 
may also make a deposit by personal check, payable to the Bethel Park School District 

Cafeteria Fund or by cash. Deposits will appear in the student’s account as soon as they are 
entered by the cashier. Free and Reduced Lunch must be applied for at the start of every 
school year. The application is available online or at the District office. 

 
BUS RULES  
 
To insure your safety and the safety of other riders, the following rules will be strictly enforced: 
 

 Obey the driver at all times. 
 Behave in a manner that is not distracting or disrespectful to the bus driver or to other riders. 
 Stay in your seat while the bus is moving. 
 Ride only the bus to which you are assigned. 
 Students are only permitted to ride their assigned bus. They may not ride home with friends. 

In emergency situations, the child’s parent must notify the school in writing stating the reason 
for a temporary bus pass. 

 
All school rules for behavior are also applied to the bus. 
 
Riding the bus is a privilege, which may be revoked if inappropriate behavior occurs. 

 

 

http://www.payforit.net/
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SOTD STANDARDS FOR USE 

 
 SOTD’s, which are for instructional or educational purposes, may be used in classes 
with the teacher’s prior permission. Appropriate use of electronic devices shall include any use 
of such devices for educational purposes, such as educational research, specifically authorized 
by a classroom teacher with the approval from the building administration. 
 
 Students bringing SOTD’s are required, during the instructional day, to access the 
Internet via the district’s content-filtered Wireless Network. 
 

Students may not use any of these devices for non-educational recording purposes. 
Recording may only be done in an instructional setting with teacher approval. The use of 
SOTD’s for camera or motion picture recording is strictly forbidden AT ALL TIMES in 
restrooms, locker rooms, and swimming pool areas. Students who use such devices for 
entertainment or communication purposes or in any non-educational manner, without 
teacher/administrator permission, will have the device confiscated and held in the office until 
a parent picks up the device or the student completes the discipline assigned. The distribution 
of any unauthorized media may result in discipline, including but not limited to, suspension, 
criminal charges, and expulsion. 
 

Bus drivers also retain management control over the use of SOTD’s on the buses in 
relation to school board policy 815.2. Bethel Park School District is not responsible for any 
educational electronic device brought to school by a student. 
 
 Students and parents/guardians choosing to bring SOTDs into the district surrender 
the right to keep private any content on said SOTD. The District reserves the right to search 
SOTDs where reasonable suspicion exists that the device is being used without permission or 
inappropriately, and the student and student’s parents/guardians agree that the District shall 
have such rights and there is no expectation of privacy that would restrict the District’s  
exercise of such rights. Examples of this may include displaying picture content to peers when 
not authorized to do so, or attempting to text during unauthorized times. 
 
 Students shall not use cellular phones or other electronic devices in any way that may 
cause a teacher or staff member to question whether the student may be cheating on tests or 
academic work or violating copyright policy. 

 
SOTD AUTHORIZED USE GRADES 7-12 
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 Anywhere in the building before and after the traditional school day. However use of 
camera or audio/video recording anywhere in the building is STRICTLY PROHIBITED 
unless authorized by a teacher or administrator. 

 During the traditional school day in the follow areas: Cafeteria, Main Lobby Area and 
hallways as long as the device is accompanied by the use of headphones. 

 In all instructional settings (this includes the Media Center, Computer Labs, Study 
Halls, and Homeroom) under the supervision AND approval of the classroom teacher 
(headphones should always be used with these devices UNLESS the supervising adult 
has given permission otherwise). 

 When authorized, at any school-sponsored event or activity where the student is under 
the control and supervision of a school district employee. 

 On school buses, only when authorized by the individual driver. 

 
SOTD UNAUTHORIZED USE GRADES 7-12 

 
 During any drill or situation that could compromise safety (fire drill, severe weather 

drill, etc.) 
 During the traditional school day of 7:25 a.m. and 2:25 p.m. in instructional settings, 

including the Media Center, Computer Labs, Study Halls, and Homeroom, without 
approval from a supervising teacher or administrator. 

 During assemblies 
 During detention 
 Camera or audio/visual without permission is STRICTLY PROHIBITED and violators 

may be prosecuted. 
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SCHOOL SAFETY 
 

PLEASE HELP US TO KEEP YOU SAFE BY IMMEDIATELY REPORTING ANY THREATS 
OR VIOLATIONS OF OUR SCHOOL SAFETY POLICY TO A COUNSELOR, TEACHER, 
OR ADMINISTRATOR. 
 
  

DISCIPLINE CODE 

 

EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT BEHAVIOR  

 

Students are expected to behave in a way that fosters or enhances a positive learning 

environment.  Students should feel safe and comfortable in the learning environment. Bethel 

Park School District believes that every student has the right to attend school free from 

harassment or bullying.  The golden rule “Do unto others as you would have them do unto 

you”  is a good standard to follow for behavior. However, when students do not behave in an 

acceptable manner, disciplinary measures must be taken.  The following code outlines those 

measures.  

 

DISCIPLINE CODE LEVELS  

 

The following descriptions of the three levels of discipline are progressive in nature and are 

developmentally appropriate for the age of the students in each grade.  The procedures and 

consequences are used for discipline and for behavior modification.  Levels for each violation 

reflect the minimum discipline that will be applied.  The administrators reserve the right to 

use their discretion in evaluating cases and may discipline using more severe consequences 

than the minimum stated in the code, especially in cases of persistent disobedience.  

Additionally, students may be referred to the Student Assistance Team, Instructional Support 

Team, Student Support Team, or to the Alternative Education program. When an infraction is 

against the law, students will be cited according to the PA Crime Code.  This discipline code 

applies to students on school property and at co-curricular or sports-related activities.  These 

guidelines take into account that the school acts in loco parentis.  Additionally, the following 

School Board policies and PA Crimes Code Violations support the regulations and discipline 

as outlined in this document: 
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SCHOOL BOARD POLICIES      
(can be found at www.bpsd.org/administration/schoolboard)   

  

113.2 Positive Behavior Support    226.1 Canine Searches 
204 Attendance     227 Controlled Substances/Paraphernalia 
218 Student Discipline   233 Suspension/Expulsion 
218.1 Weapons     235 Student Rights/Surveys 
218.2 Terroristic Threats/Acts   237 Electronic Devices 
220 Student Expression    247 Hazing 
221 Dress and Grooming    248 Unlawful Harassment 
222 Tobacco Use     249 Student Bullying/Harassment 
223 Use of Bicycles and Motor Vehicles  815 Internet Acceptable Use 
224 Care of School Property    
225 Relations with Law Enforcement Agencies  
226 Searches       
815.2 Educational Use of Student Owned Technology Devices     
           

CRIMES CODE VIOLATIONS  

 

Disorderly Conduct (18 PA C.S. Sec. 5503) 

Drugs and Alcohol (P.S. Sec. 8337) 

False Fire Alarms (18 PA C.S. Sec. 4905) 

Harassment (PA C.S. Sec. 2709) 

Physical Attacks (18 PA C.S. Sec. 2702; Act 197 PA legislature) 

Simple Assault (PA C.S. Sec. 2701) 

Theft (18 PA C.S. Sec. 3903 and 3921) 

Threats (18 PA C.S. Sec. 2701 and 2706) 

Tobacco (18 PA C.S. Sec. 6306; 35 PS 1223.5) 

Vandalism (18 PA C.S. Sec. 3307) 

Wiretapping and Electronic Surveillance Control Act (18 PA. C.S.  Sec. 5701) 

Weapons (18 PA C.S. Sec. 912) 

 

DETENTION  

 

All proctor assigned detentions are issued by an administrator.  Teachers and security 

personnel will send referrals for detention to the building principal.  The student must report 

promptly to detention on the date and time assigned.  In the event of a delay or cancellation of 

school, students assigned to detention should report to detention on the following school day.  

Teachers also reserve the right to assign a detention, which requires students to stay after 

school with the teacher.   

http://www.bpsd.org/administration/schoolboard
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/113%202%20Positive%20Behavior%20Support.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/113%202%20Positive%20Behavior%20Support.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/226%201%20Canine%20searches.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/204%20Attendance12.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/227%20Controlled%20Substance%20Paraphernalia.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/218%20Student%20Discipline.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/233%20Suspension%20and%20Expulsion.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/233%20Suspension%20and%20Expulsion.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/218%201%20Weapons.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/235%20Student%20Rights%20Surveys.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/235%20Student%20Rights%20Surveys.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/218%202%20Terroristic%20Threats.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/237%20Electronic%20Devices3.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/219%20Student%20Complaints2.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/247%20Hazing.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/247%20Hazing.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/221%20Dress%20and%20Grooming.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/248%20Unlawful%20Harrassment.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/222%20Tobacco%20Use.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/248%20Unlawful%20Harrassment.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/223%20Bikes%20%20Motor%20Vehicles.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/815%20Internet%20Acceptable%20Use4.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/224%20Care%20of%20School%20Property.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/225%20Relations%20with%20Law%20Enforcement%20Agencies.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/226%20Searches.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/815%202%20%20Educational%20Use%20of%20Student-Owned%20Technology%20Devices6.pdf
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 Lunch detention  

 P.M. detention 

 Saturday detention is held from 9 a.m. - 12noon (three hours).  

 

The following rules apply to detentions: 

 Tardiness is considered an absence and students will not be admitted.  

 Students must bring study materials to occupy them during the assigned detention.   

 Any disturbance or lack of cooperation results in the student being sent home and the 

time spent in detention void. 

 Sleeping is not permitted. 

 Food, drink, radios, and electronic devices are not permitted.  Student Chromebooks are 

permitted to be used at the direction of the proctor. 

 Failure to report to assigned detentions is treated as a level 1 offense the first time; a 

level 2 thereafter. 

 

OUT OF SCHOOL SUSPENSION   

 

Suspension is the exclusion of a student from school for a period up to ten (10) days.  Any 

student who is suspended from school is not permitted on school property and may not attend 

or participate in any school-sponsored activity for the duration of the suspension. 

The student is responsible for any assignments missed during the suspension.  Students who 

are suspended must arrange to receive homework assignments. 

 

EXPULSION  

 

Expulsion is an exclusion from school for a period exceeding ten (10) school days and may 

be permanent.  The School Board or a Committee of Board Members may hold a hearing and 

make the final decision regarding expulsion. During the time of the original 10-day 

suspension, a stipulated adjudication may be written and agreed upon by the Board of School 

Directors, Superintendent, parents and student in lieu of a School Board hearing. 

Any student who is expelled permanently from school is not permitted on school property 

and may not attend or participate in any school-sponsored activity for the duration of the 

expulsion.  Students who are expelled to BPHS Alternative Education School are only 

permitted on school property during Alternative Education School hours unless accompanied 

by a parent/guardian. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL (IMS 7-8) 

LEVELS OF OFFENSES AND CONSEQUENCES 
 

LEVEL 1  

 

This is generally minor misbehavior on the part of the student, which interferes with 

orderly classroom procedures or the orderly operation of the school. Behavior problems at this 

level are often handled by an individual staff member, even though there are times when the 

intervention of the principal is required. Repeat Level 1 offenses will result in a Level 2 

disciplinary action. 

 

PROCEDURES 

 

 There is immediate intervention by the staff member on site or on duty.   

 An accurate record of the offense is made. 

 The principal may be notified and intervene. 

 Parents/guardians may be notified 

 Conflict mediation may be used as appropriate 

 

CONSEQUENCE OPTIONS  

 

One or more of the following will be used as consequences: 

 Confiscation of item/restitution 

 Student conference with principal or teacher 

 P.M. detention 

 Temporary withdrawal of privileges 

 Violations of the SOTD Policy can result in a loss of privileges for 14 days to a month 

with further violations resulting in loss of privileges for the school year. 

 

LEVEL 2  

 
This level addresses misbehavior where frequency or seriousness tends to disrupt the 

learning climate of the classroom or school.  These infractions often result from the 
continuation of Level I behavior and typically require the intervention of the principal because 
the execution of Level I options failed to correct the problem. 
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PROCEDURES   

 The principal is notified of the infraction.   
 The incident is documented.   
 The parent/guardians are notified.   
 A parent conference may be held. 
 Confiscation of item/restitution 
 Conflict mediation as appropriate 

 
CONSEQUENCE OPTIONS  

 
Restitution is required. The discipline at Level 2 is assigned dependent upon the number of 
violations. 

 1st  violation - Saturday detention  
 2nd  - Saturday detention(s) 
 3rd  – Saturday detention(s) and parent conference requested 
 4th  – Out of School Suspension (OSS); parent conference; students may not participate 

in sports, other school extracurricular activities, and dances for one month 
 5th  – OSS and IMS Administrative hearing; parental conference; students may not 

participate in sports, other school activities, and dances for remainder of year 
 6th  – School Board hearing as needed or possible referral for Alternative Education 

placement 
 Loss of SOTD privileges for a minimum of one month, with a maximum of a loss of 

privileges for the remainder of the school year for an SOTD violation. 

 
LEVEL 3  

 
Infractions at this level may include behavior previously addressed in Levels I and II.  

Additionally they may include acts that are directed against any person(s), property, or serious 

violations of the policies and procedures of Bethel Park School District.  They may also include 

actions, which break the law and may be punishable under the PA Crimes Code.  

 

PROCEDURES 

 The principal investigates the incident and confers with the appropriate staff.   

 The incident is documented.   

 The principal meets with the student(s).   

 The parents/guardians are notified and/or a conference may be held. 

 Confiscation of item/restitution for damage is required 

 

CONSEQUENCE OPTIONS  
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One or more of the following will be used as consequences: 

 OSS (1-10 days) 

 Loss of privileges: sports, extracurricular activities, dances 

 Referral to Bethel Park magistrate 

 Referral to Bethel Park police 

 Referral to Superintendent and/or School Board for Alternative Education and/or 

expulsion 

 Loss of SOTD privileges for one year. 

LEVEL ONE VIOLATIONS 

 

ACCESSORY TO A VIOLATION  

 

Students who serve as an accomplice to a discipline code violation are considered 

accessories.  Students may not loiter near restrooms or in other areas of the campus serving as 

“look outs.”  

 

CHEATING/PLAGIARISM  

 

No student shall intentionally utilize tricks, theft, impersonation, copying, or electronic 

devices to obtain improper access to answers or questions.  Plagiarism is using the ideas or 

writings of another as one’s own. Plagiarism, a form of stealing, is cheating.  

 Any case of cheating results in the student’s failure (0%) for that assignment, quiz or 

examination.   

 Parent/Guardian and an administrator are notified by the teacher. 

 

CLASS CUT  

 

A class cut shall be defined as an unexcused absence from a scheduled class.  Students who 

choose to “cut” class will be issued a “0” for all work missed during that class and will be 

disciplined by their grade level principal in accordance with Level 1 discipline. Multiple cuts 

will move this infraction to Level 2.  If a student cuts a class 4 times, the student may be 

removed from the class with loss of credit for the course.  If a student comes unexcused to 

class more than 10 minutes, it will be considered a class cut, and the student will be referred to 

the principal.  

 

CLASSROOM/SCHOOL DISTURBANCE  
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Behavior that disrupts the educational setting are disturbances and shall include, but are 

not limited to, the following: fads, games and hacky-sack.  

 

DEFACING OR MISUSE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY  

 

The misuse or unauthorized use of school equipment is prohibited. Defacing any school 

property is prohibited.  This includes littering, spitting (gum, food products, etc.) and writing 

on or painting and labeling school property. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OR POSTING OF INFORMATION  

 

All surveys, advertisements, announcements, publications, audio-visual materials and 

other forms of public communication intended for student distribution must have prior 

written administrative approval. 

 

DRESS CODE  

 

Appropriate student dress and good grooming affect the efficient and orderly operation of 

the school.  Basically, students must wear appropriate attire: shirt, pants, skirts, or dresses and 

shoes. Very short or tight clothing should not be worn. Shirts must cover the area of the body 

from the shoulders to the waist.  Garments should adhere to rules while standing, walking or 

sitting. Hats are not to be worn inside a building. Any violations of the dress code are referred 

to an administrator. Students are required to correct the offensive dress by changing it before 

returning to class.  It is recognized, however, that appropriate dress may be different 

depending upon the age of the student.  

 At no time should undergarments be seen. Pants are not to be worn below hip level – 

skin or undergarments are not to be seen. All holes in jeans should be at fingertip 

length.  

 Students may not wear group colors or insignias, including bandanas and gang-related 

clothing, that detract from the teaching/learning environment or that threaten the 

normal operation of the school. 

 Students may not wear inappropriate clothing depicting drug, alcohol or tobacco usage 

or products, sexual innuendo or suggestive language. 

 Students may not disrupt the teaching/learning atmosphere by hairstyle or dress. 

 Students may not wear sleepwear, pajama bottoms, or lounge pants. 

 Students may not wear chains or spikes.   

 For safety reasons, Heely shoes (with wheels) are not permitted at any school.  Students 

are not allowed to wear shower thongs, flip flops, or platform shoes.   
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 Tank tops/tank top dresses, halter tops/halter top dresses, and tops with spaghetti 

straps may not be worn unless under a shirt or sweater.  Low-cut tops exposing the 

chest or shirts exposing the bare midriff are not permitted.   

 The length of skirts and shorts should be below fingertip. When standing erect with 

your hands at your side, the length of the shorts or skirt should be below your fingertip.  

 Administration and faculty have the right to question a student’s dress and take 

necessary action if an item is not specifically addressed above.  Additionally, there are 

special approved student dress days that might provide some exceptions to the above 

like Spirit Week, or Homecoming. 

 

 

FAILURE TO SERVE DETENTION  

 

 If a student does not go to detention, he/she will repeat that detention and an additional 

detention. Repeat infractions move this to Level 2. 

 

MISCONDUCT: BUS, CAFETERIA, AND SPORTING EVENTS 

 

All students are expected to behave in an orderly manner, especially on the bus, in the 

cafeteria, and at interscholastic sporting events.  

 Transportation to and from school is a privilege established by the district.  Co- 

Curricular bus use is also a privilege.  Student responsibility for school rules begins at 

the bus stop.  Infractions such as unsafe behavior, disrespect, profanity, disorderly 

conduct, vandalism and the use of tobacco, alcohol or drugs may result in the following 

additional consequences:  bus suspension and loss of bus privileges. 

 Proper cafeteria conduct includes clearing the table area, replacing chairs and returning 

trays.  Food may not be taken out of the cafeteria unless authorized.  

 Fan support is very important to our teams, but students must be respectful of other 

teams and players. Students are expected to behave as courteous representatives of 

Bethel Park at all sporting events.   

 

OFFENSIVE/PROFANE BEHAVIORS INCLUDING 

LANGUAGE/MATERIALS/GESTURES 

 

Any use of profanity or obscenity, written, verbal or nonverbal, including obscene, abusive, 

slanderous, disruptive and threatening language or gestures is unacceptable and will not be 

tolerated on school property.  This could move to Level 2 depending upon severity of the 

behavior or language. 
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POSSESSION OF UNACCEPTABLE ITEMS  

 

Students are not allowed to bring items to school that are disruptive or detrimental to the 

educational process.  These items include, but are not limited to, lighters and items used for 

pranks. 

 

PUBLIC DISPLAY OF AFFECTION  

 

Public displays of affection are inappropriate and not permitted. 

 

STUDENT OWNED TECHNOLOGY DEVICES (SOTD) 

 

 Any violation of bypassing the WI-FI network to use the devices carrier signal in grades 

7-12. 

 Possession of Cell Phone in Unauthorized Area is prohibited (Level I Violation). 

o Student will have phone taken until the end of the school day 
o Student will receive lunch detention 
o Student will receive restricted status for 14 days 
o Further incidents will climb the discipline scale 

 
 Use of Cell Phone in Unauthorized Area is prohibited (Level I Violation). 

o Student will have phone taken until the end of the school day 
o Student will receive after school detention 
o Student will be on restriction for 30 days 
o Further Incidents will climb the discipline scale 

 
 

TARDY TO CLASS 

 

 Students who are unexcused tardy to class will be referred to the principal. 

 1st and 2nd unexcused tardies will be dealt with by the individual classroom teacher.  

Options include conference with student, detention, forfeiture of opportunity to earn 

credit for missed classroom activities/participation, and/or parental phone call.   

 Upon the 3rd unexcused tardy, the student will be referred to the grade level principal. 

 Subsequent tardies will result in discipline options of increasing severity. 
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THROWING OF OBJECTS  

 

Students are not permitted to throw objects such as:  snowballs, rocks, paper, food 

products, etc.  If these actions cause injury, this moves to Level 2. Such actions may also 

warrant a civil lawsuit by the injured party and a charge of disorderly conduct or simple 

assault. 

 

UNAUTHORIZED AREAS OF BUILDING (LOITERING)  

 

Students who are in an unassigned area in a building or on school grounds without the 

consent of a staff member are in an Unauthorized Area.  These areas include the following 

areas: behind buildings, in parking lots, in faculty rooms, in supply rooms, and in wooded 

areas adjacent to the school property. 

When students leave their assigned area, they must have a hall pass signed by a staff 

member and proceed directly to the specified destination.  Students who fail to have a hall 

pass are considered in an unauthorized area and are unexcused from class. Students must 

report to class and be excused by the classroom teacher before using a hall pass.  Failure to 

receive prior teacher approval will be considered an unexcused absence from class.  

 

UNAUTHORIZED EATING OR DRINKING OF CANDY/ FOOD/  

BEVERAGE  

 

Refer to the School Board's Wellness Policy for additional guidelines.  Students may 

transport closed containers of food and beverage to the cafeteria.  Open containers of food and 

drink are not permitted outside of the cafeteria and should not be brought into school. 

Chewing gum is not permitted in school.  Any eating or drinking of candy/food/beverages 

outside of the cafeteria must be authorized by a principal.  

 

UNSAFE BEHAVIOR  

 

Any action or behavior that may cause harm or injury to self or to others is defined as 

unsafe. These behaviors include, but are not limited to the following: Shoving, pushing, 

running, jumping, throwing, tripping, giving “flat tires,” wrestling, leapfrogging, piggy-

backing.  “De-Pantsing” will be treated as sexual harassment under Level 3 offenses. 

 

LEVEL TWO VIOLATIONS 
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COMPUTER USAGE AND INTERNET USAGE SEE SCHOOL BOARD 

POLICY  

 

Computer lab usage is a privilege.  Students who abuse computer equipment, software or 

data are denied future usage of computers.  Students are held liable for any damages and may 

be prosecuted.  Only curricular-related files may be saved by students to their accounts.  

Game-related programs or files are prohibited. Illegal use of the network, intentional deletion 

or damage to other’s files of data, copyright violations or theft of services is reported to 

appropriate legal authorities for possible prosecution.  (School Board Policy – 815) 

In addition to this policy, general rules for behavior and communications apply when 

using the Internet.  Vandalism, including harming another’s data, the Internet, or other 

networks, results in denial of access.  This includes the uploading or creation of computer 

viruses. 

 Level 2 Computer Violation:  Loss of computer/network privileges for a minimum of 1 

(one) month. 

 Level 3 Computer Violation:  Loss of computer/network privileges for the rest of the 

year.  Students, who are enrolled in a computer dependent course, where the successful 

completion of the course is based upon computer usage during class, will be withdrawn 

from the course. 

 

FORGERIES  

 

Signing a parent/guardian’s name to an excuse or misrepresenting a teacher or 

administrator’s permission/signature through a forgery is unethical and fraudulent. 

 

GAMING  

 

Gambling and unauthorized card playing by students on school property is prohibited. 

 

HARASSMENT/BULLYING  

 

Bullying, physical, verbal, electronic or relational intimidation of one student by another is 

not allowed or tolerated.  Bullies seek power by putting others in distress in some way. Cyber 

bullying that impacts or interferes with the regular school day is also a violation of this 

discipline code even if that behavior occurs outside of the school day (See BPSD Policy 249).  

Harassment is defined as the intent to annoy or alarm another person for no legitimate 

purpose.  Harassment of any type (verbal, sexual, physical, or written) is not tolerated.  

Expression that mocks or ridicules another person because of race, religious affiliation, 
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handicap, gender, or national origin is also classified as harassment.  Charges may be filed for 

disorderly conduct or harassment. Physical or sexual harassment moves to Level 3 according 

to Board policy.  Behavior modification measures may also be taken. Additionally, students 

who witness harassment or bullying are required to report it.   
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249.  STUDENT BULLYING/HARASSMENT 

 

1. Purpose The purpose of this policy is to maintain a safe, positive environment for 

students and staff that is free from bullying and harassment. Bullying 

activities of any type (whether active or passive) are inconsistent with the 

educational goals of the district and are prohibited at all times. 

 

2. Definition For the purpose of this policy, bullying shall mean an intentional 

electronic, written, verbal or physical act, or a series of acts directed at 

another student or students, which occurs in a school setting, that is 

severe, persistent or pervasive and that has the effect of doing any of the 

following: 

 

 1. Substantially interfering with a student’s education. 

 

 2. Creating a threatening environment. 

 

 3. Substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the school. 

 

 Pol. 248 Bullying or harassment can take many forms and can include a variety 

of behavior such as any intentional or repeated written, verbal, graphic, or 

physical gesture/act (including electronically transmitted acts) that is 

reasonably perceived as being motivated either by any actual or perceived 

characteristic, such as: race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, 

gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression; or a mental, 

physical, or sensory disability or impairment; or by any other 

distinguishing characteristic. 

 

Such behavior is considered harassment or bullying when it interferes 

with educational opportunities and/or school-sponsored activities of one 

or more pupils. Bullying, like other disruptive or violent behaviors, is 

conduct that disrupts both a student's ability to learn and a school's ability 

to educate its students in a safe environment. 

 
 

No.  249 

 

 

SECTION: PUPILS 

 

TITLE: STUDENT 

 BULLYING/HARASSMENT 

 

ADOPTED: December 9, 2008 

 

REVISED:  

 

RENEWED: June 28, 2012 

 

 

 

BETHEL PARK 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 



 

37 

 

 

 

 

 

 Cyberbullying includes, but is not limited to, misuses of technology 

which have the effect of harassing, teasing, intimidating, threatening, or 

terrorizing another student, teacher or employee carried out by means of 

sending or posting inappropriate e-mail messages, instant messages, text 

messages, pictures, images or other text by means of computers or 

electronic devices. Inappropriate or derogatory use of personal profiles on 

web sites or other web site postings, etc. is also considered cyberbullying.  

 

The terms bullying and cyberbullying shall not be interpreted to infringe 

upon a student’s right to engage in legally protected speech or conduct. 

 

 SC 1303.1-A School setting shall mean in a school building, on school grounds, in 

school vehicles, at a designated bus stop or at any school-sponsored, 

supervised or sanctioned activity. Regardless of whether the bullying 

occurs in the school setting or outside the school setting, such bullying is 

prohibited if it impacts the school environment and otherwise meets the 

definition set forth above. 

 

3. Authority 

 SC 1303.1-A 

The Board does not condone any form of bullying as a part of any school-

sponsored student activity. 

 

4. Delegation of 

 Responsibility 

Students  

 

 Students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner in keeping with 

their levels of development, maturity, and demonstrated capabilities with 

a proper regard for the rights and welfare of other students and adults. 

 

 Since bystander support of harassment or bullying can support these 

behaviors, the district prohibits both active and passive support for acts of 

bullying or harassment.  Students should attempt to constructively stop 

these acts when possible and report them to an appropriate staff member. 

 

 Staff/Administrators  

 

 The Board directs that no administrator, teacher, coach, sponsor, 

volunteer or district employee shall permit, condone or tolerate any form 

of bullying or harassment. Anyone having any knowledge of bullying or 

harassment of any type is required to immediately report such to the 

principal or Superintendent. 
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 Superintendent 

 

 The Superintendent or designee may develop administrative regulations to 

implement this policy.  

 

 SC 1303.1-A The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that this policy and 

administrative regulations are reviewed within ninety (90) days after its 

adoption and thereafter at least annually with students. 

 

 District 

 

 SC 1303.1-A District administration shall provide the following information with the 

annual Safe School Report: 

 

 1. Board’s Bullying Policy. 

 

 2. Report of bullying incidents. 

 

 3. Information on the development and implementation of bullying 

prevention, intervention or education programs. 

 

5. Guidelines A student who witnesses or experiences an act of bullying should notify a 

school administrator or staff member. 

A school employee who witnesses an act of bullying should intervene or 
report the incident to the designated administrator.  

A school employee who receives information regarding bullying must 
report the incident to the appropriate administrator or bully prevention 
team in the school. 

Administration will investigate the incident and proceed according to 
the district discipline code.  
 

 SC 1303.1-A 

 Title 22 

 Sec. 12.3 

The Student Handbook and Code of Student Conduct will contain this 

policy and shall be disseminated annually to students.  

 

 The policy shall be accessible in every classroom and will be posted in a 

prominent location in each school building as well as on the district web 

site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SC 1302-A, 

       1303.1-A 

Education 

 

 The district may develop and implement bullying prevention and 
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intervention programs. Such programs will provide district staff and 

students with appropriate training for effectively responding to, 

intervening in and reporting incidents of bullying. 

 

 SC 1303.1-A 

 Pol. 218, 233 

Consequences For Violations 

 

 A student who violates this policy shall be subject to appropriate 

disciplinary action,  consistent with the student discipline code, which 

may include: 

 

 1. Counseling within the school. 

 

 2. Parental conference. 

 

 3. Loss of school privileges. 

 

 4. Transfer to another school building, classroom or school bus. 

 

 5. Exclusion from school-sponsored activities. 

 

 6. Detention. 

 

 7. Suspension. 

 

 8. Expulsion. 

 

 9. Counseling/Therapy outside of school. 

 

 10. Referral to law enforcement officials. 

 

 Review 

 

 SC 1303.1-A 

 

The district shall review this policy at least every three (3) years in order 

to ensure compliance with applicable statutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 References: 

 

 School Code – 24 P.S. Sec. 1302-A, 1303.1-A 
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 State Board of Education Regulations – 22 PA Code Sec. 12.3 

 

 Board Policy – 218, 233, 248 
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HAZING  

 

 Any activity that recklessly or intentionally endangers the mental health, physical health 

or safety of a student or causes willful destruction or removal of public or private property for 

the purpose of initiation or membership is prohibited. School Board Policy 247. 

 

INCENDIARY DEVICES  

 

Students are not permitted to use incendiary devices such as lighters, matches, etc.  Those 

items will be confiscated. 

 

INSUBORDINATION  

 

Insubordination is defined as being in opposition to and in defiance of established authority.  

A student exhibiting insubordinate behavior is overbearing, offensive in conduct, insulting, 

and/or disrespectful. An example would include a student who refuses to identify 

himself/herself to school personnel. 

 

LEAVING SCHOOL GROUNDS  

 

Leaving school grounds during the school day without appropriate authorization is strictly 

prohibited.   

 

PHYSICAL ALTERCATION  

 

Aggressive physical behavior is prohibited.  This behavior may result from a dispute or 

disagreement.  

 

STUDENT OWNED TECHNOLOGY DEVICES (SOTD) 

 

 Any use of an SOTD to deliver or show inappropriate content will be treated as a Level 2 

violation, but with the ability of the administrator to discipline at a Level 3 if the content 

warrants such. 

 Any SOTD used for the purpose of copying, plagiarism, cheating on educational material, 

harassment, or bullying. 

 Use of Cell Phone to take photo/video (ex: selfie) without school personnel permission: 
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o Student will have phone taken until the end of the school day (unless 
administration needs to possess phone for reasons of notification to school police 
officer) 

o Student will receive Saturday Detention (Note: This may be bumped to an OSS if 
photo was taken in the locker room or bathroom.) 

o Student will be on restriction for 30 days 
o Further Incidents will climb the discipline scale 

 

THEFT  

 

Taking anything that does not belong to you without paying for it or without appropriate 

permission is prohibited. 

Serious theft results in a Level 3 discipline and possible notification of civil authorities. 

 

TOBACCO PRODUCTS  

 

Students’ possession or use of tobacco products including smokeless tobacco is prohibited.  

The Administration will confiscate all tobacco products and lighters/matches that the students 

possess during school hours.  Refer to School Board Policy: 222. 

 

TRESPASSING  

 

After school hours students must be involved in a supervised activity or have the permission 

of a staff member to be on campus. Using school buildings to play basketball on weekends, going 

on roof of a school, or entering a building without permission is prohibited. 

 

TRUANCY:  ON-CAMPUS AND OFF-CAMPUS    

 

On Campus:  Students who do not follow proper homeroom or tardy sign-in procedures and 

who then proceed to attend classes in a “selective” manner will be considered as “On-Campus 

Truant.”   

Off-Campus: When parents are not aware of the student's absence, this is considered "Off- 

Campus Truant." 

In addition to the Level 2 consequences for both offenses, these students will be issued a 

“0"(zero grade) for all classes on the day in question. 

 

 

 



 

43 

 

LEVEL THREE VIOLATIONS 

 

ALCOHOL AND DRUGS  

 

Possession, sale or use of alcohol or drugs on school district property or during school-

sponsored activities is prohibited. Refer to the Controlled Substances and Paraphernalia Policy: 

227. 

 

ASSAULT  

 

• Aggravated Assault – Any physical attack on a student or school official is a crime of 

aggravated assault and will result in a criminal charge. 

• Simple Assault – Fighting – A student shall neither intentionally nor recklessly cause, 

attempt to cause, or threaten to cause injury. Students may not intentionally place another 

in feat of bodily injury or harm nor conduct himself/herself in a way that could 

reasonably cause physical injury to any person. 

 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT  

 

A student exhibits disorderly conduct when he/she engages in fighting, intends to cause 

public inconvenience, annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creates a risk.  Depending upon the 

severity of the action, criminal charges may be imposed. 

 

EXTORTION, BLACKMAIL, COERCION  

 

Extortion is defined as the obtaining of money, property or services by violence or threat of 

violence, or forcing someone to do something against their will.  Students who extort, blackmail, 

or coerce may have charges filed against them. 

 

FALSE FIRE ALARMS  

 

Damage to or misuse of the fire alarm system, extinguishers, or other fire protection 

equipment is prohibited and may be penalized as a violation of the PA Criminal Code. 
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FIRES  

 
Any student igniting a fire is immediately referred to civil authorities.  The possession of 

lighted, burning or ignited objects in any area of the school is a violation with a referral to civil 

authorities and a possible monetary fine. 

 

HARASSMENT:   PHYSICAL OR SEXUAL  

 

According to Board policy, physical or sexual harassment is a level three violation. See 

definitions under Level Two violations. School Board Policies 248 and 249. 

 

INDECENT EXPOSURE  

 

Indecent exposure is defined as the exposing of private body parts under circumstances that 

the student knows his/her conduct is likely to cause insult or alarm.  This is a misdemeanor and 

may be referred to civil authorities. This applies to students on school property and at co-

curricular or sports related activities. 

 

STUDENT OWNED TECHNOLOGY DEVICES (SOTD) 

 

 Any use of an SOTD that results in physical and/or sexual harassment. 

 Use of Cell Phone to take photo/video in restroom or in the locker room.  

 Use of Cell Phone to take photo/video (ex: Bullying/Harassing/Sexting/Humiliating 

etc.): 

o Student will have phone taken until the end of the school day (unless 
administration needs to possess phone for reasons of notification to school police 
officer) 

o Student will receive Out of School Suspension 
o Student will be on restriction for the remainder of the year 
o Further Incidents will climb the discipline scale 

 

THREATS  

 

Threats (verbal, written or gestured) to school district employees and/or students are not 

tolerated.  For severe, serious, or terroristic threats, such as bomb threats - see School Board 

Policy 218.2. 
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VANDALISM  

 

This is the destruction of school property such as:  software, educational material, equipment, 

furniture, buses, buildings and facilities. This is also the destruction of private/employee 

property on or off school grounds. Students are responsible for loss or damage and the 

parent/guardian is held liable for incurred financial loss.  School Board Policy – 224. 

 

WEAPONS  

Any student found in possession of a weapon during school hours or during school-

sponsored activities held on or off school property will immediately be reported to the local 

police.  See School Board Policy – 218.1.  
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SCHOOL LIFE 
 
 ACTIVITIES  

 
 Students will pay a one-time fee to participate in sports and activities. For additional 

information and an application, copy and paste the following link:  
           http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/2013-2014ActivityFeeForm3.pdf 
 A variety of extracurricular activities are available to students. 
 Students may elect to participate in team sports, student council, or clubs such as 

newspaper, yearbook, Drama Club and Indy Acts. 
 Participation in extracurricular activities enhances a student’s school experiences. 
 A listing of clubs and activities can be found on the IMS website: 

http://www.bpsd.org/imsActivities.aspx 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTS   
(Grades 7 & 8 Unless Otherwise Noted)  

 
 Fall Sports: Boys’ Cross Country; Girls’ Cross Country; Football; Girls’ Soccer; Boys’ 

Jr. High Soccer Grades 7, 8 & 9; Boys’ Swimming; Girls’ Swimming;  Girls’ 
Volleyball; Cheerleading Grade 8. 

 Winter Sports: Boys’ Basketball; Girls’ Basketball; Cheerleading Grade 8; Wrestling 
Grades 7, 8 & 9. 

 Spring Sports: Boys’ Track; Girls’ Track; Girls’ Softball Fast Pitch; Boys’ Volleyball. 
 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS  
 
Requirement: The Bethel Park School District must follow the guidelines set forth by 

the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association (P.I.A.A.) in requiring that 
all athletes participating in interscholastic competition have a pre-participation 
physical examination. This exam must occur no earlier than June 1st for all sports 
in the upcoming year. 

 
The health and wellbeing of every student is our top priority. It is also important that 

our students learn responsibility and the ability to set priorities. The following 
procedures will help ensure that the school district is incompliance with P.I.A.A. 
regulations requiring that all athletes participating in interscholastic competition 
have a pre-participation physical examination. 

 
1. The school will offer pre-participation physicals three (3) times per year (Summer, 

Winter, and Spring). The date and place of these pre-participation physicals will be 

file://bpsd-netapp02/staffuser/IMS/muench.david/Profile/AppData/Microsoft/2015-2016/HANDBOOK%202014-2015%20Duplicating%20Copy.doc
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/2013-2014ActivityFeeForm3.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/imsActivities.aspx
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announced and publicized in the school approximately four (4) weeks prior to 
physicals being administered. 

2. Students must obtain the PROPER forms from their coach, through the Athletic 
Office or online via the school website. No other forms will be accepted. 

3. Completed physical forms are to be returned to the coach, athletic trainer or athletic 
office ONLY, prior to the first designated practice. If completed physical forms are 
not received, the student will NOT be allowed to practice or participate in that 
sport until all paperwork is received. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

 
The ultimate responsibility for obtaining a physical exam and becoming eligible to 
participate in a sport or the band will be up to the individual family. 
 

INTRAMURAL PROGRAM  
 
 The Independence Middle School Intramural Program emphasizes fun, sportsmanship, and 

participation. 
 The intramural program focuses on developing student self-esteem, self-awareness, and 

increasing school pride.  
 All students are given an opportunity to participate in a variety of sport-related activities 

during intramurals.  
 Intramurals are held during homeroom. 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE  
 
 Students are given the opportunity to participate during the school year in individual or 

group community service projects.  Community service projects can provide services to the 
school, to the local community, or to the global community.  

 Through community service activities, students experience the joy of service, make worthwhile 

contributions to society, and develop personal leadership skills. 

 
SUSTAINED SILENT READING  
 

 Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) is conducted on most Wednesdays during homeroom.  
During SSR students will silently read materials of their choice.  

 SSR encourages the practice of reading skills and fosters a lifetime commitment to reading.   

 Students must arrive at homeroom on SSR days with reading material in hand. 

 
 

AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES  
 

 There are a number of reasons for students to remain for school-related activities following the 
daily dismissal: athletic events, club meetings, make-up sessions, HOTT, or after-school 
detention.   

 Parents must arrange for transportation home at the designated time. 
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 No students are to remain after school for any reason unless they are properly supervised by an 
adult. 

 
 
 

HELP AT SCHOOL 
 
 

SCHOOL NURSE  
 

The function of the Certified School Nurse (CSN) is to perform state mandated procedures, to 
maintain state mandated health records, and administer first aid for illnesses and injuries 
occurring during school hours. The CSN may service multiple schools. When the Nurse is not in 
your child’s school, the Health Room Aide, the administrator or the administrator’s designee will 
assist your child. CSNs and school personnel are not permitted to diagnose. Injuries and illness 
occurring during non-school hours should be referred to your child’s physician.   

 
STATE MANDATED EXAMINATIONS  
 
The Bethel Park School District, in accordance with the Pennsylvania School Health Law, requires 
the following examinations in the grades stated and for all students with incomplete records: 
 

 Physical Examinations – Original entry into school, 6th, and 11th grades. 
 Dental Examinations – Original entry to school, 3rd, and 7th grades. 
 Scoliosis Screenings – Original entry into school, 6th and 7th grade  

 
We suggest the child’s private physician and dentist, who know the student best, do these 
examinations. However, the school district’s physician and dentist can do the examinations, at no 
cost to the parent. If performed by the private physician or dentist, examinations are at the 
expense of the parent/guardian and appropriate documentation needs to be submitted to the 
school. 

 
STATE MANDATED HEALTH SCREENINGS  
 
Health Office personnel will conduct the following state mandated screenings: 
 

 Height, Weight and Body Mass Index (BMI) – required annually in all grades 
 Distance and Near Vision Acuity Screening – required annually in all grades 
 Convex Lens, Color Vision, and Stereo/Depth Perception Screening - first grade  and on 

entrance to school, if not done previously 
 Hearing Screening - Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 7th, and  11th  grades 
 Scoliosis Screening – 6th and 7th grade 
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Failure to return state mandated examination reports, including completed screening referral 
forms, may result in activity restriction or other school consequences.   Forms may be obtained at 
http://www.bpsd.org/MedicalForms.aspx  

 
ILLNESS AND COMMUNICABLE DISEASES   
 
To protect your child and to prevent the spread of illness, please do not send your child to school 
if he/she has any of the following symptoms within 24 hours of the start of school: 

 Vomiting 
 Diarrhea 
 Temperature of 100 degrees or greater 
 Continuous coughing or sneezing 
 Unexplained &/or contagious rash 
 Yellow-green drainage from the nose 
 Inflamed eye with or without drainage. 

 
The school district adheres to the Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD), Division of 
Infection Disease, guidelines (Guide to Infectious Disease/Conditions for Elementary, Middle, 
and High Schools) regarding contagious diseases.  Please notify the school’s Health Office 
IMMEDIATELY, if the student is diagnosed with any of the following illnesses: 
 
*Chicken Pox        *Impetigo  *Rubella (German Measles) 
*Conjunctivitis (Pink Eye)      *Influenza (Flu) *Scarlet Fever  
*Encephalitis    *Measles  *Strep Throat  
*Fifths Disease   *Meningitis  *Tetanus   
*Food Poisoning   *Mumps  *Tuberculosis  
*Head Lice (Pediculosis)  *Paratyphoid Fever  *Typhoid Fever 
*Hepatitis    *Ringworm  *Whooping Cough(Pertussis) 
*MRSA (Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus - invasive disease) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bpsd.org/MedicalForms.aspx
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IMMUNIZATION 
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EMERGENCY SHEET 
 
The information provided on the emergency SHEET is needed in order to quickly contact you, or 
someone you designate, when a serious illness or injury happens. With the exception of BPHS 
and Independence Middle School, a sheet is completed for the Health Office and a card for the 
principal’s office. It is vital that the emergency information is completed for use in both of these 
offices and updated throughout the year.   Please return the information as soon as possible. 
 

MEDICATION AT SCHOOL 
 
Should your child require medication during the school hours, you are welcome to come to the 
school and administer the medication to the student. If you are unable to come and need school 
personnel to administer the medicine, the student MUST comply with the following for both 
prescription and over-the-counter medicine: 
 

 A doctor’s written or faxed order. 
 Written permission from the parent. 
 A copy of the medication form can be found at 

http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/medication%20form%20update%202013.pdf 
 All prescription medicine must be in the prescription bottle that clearly states student’s 

name, name of medicine, dosage, pharmacy name and phone number, and the direction or 
the administration of the medicine. 

 All over-the-counter medicine must be in the original container that clearly states the 
name of the medicine, dosage, direction for administration, expiration date AND the 
student’s name written on the container. 

 It is preferred that all medicine is brought to the school Health Office by a 
parent/guardian or an adult designated by the parent/guardian. All medication will be 
locked in the Health Office. At the end of the school year, any remaining medication 
should be picked up by the parent, guardian, or adult designee, or it will be destroyed. 

Students who have been prescribed an inhaler may carry the inhaler during the school day, 
provided that a written statement from the student’s physician and parent is on file with the 
nurse stating that the student may carry and self-administer the inhaler. Please see the Asthma 
Policy at http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/210%201%20Possession-
Use%20of%20Asthma%20Inhalers%20and%20EpiPens3.pdf 
 
Medication orders do not carry over from school year to school year. Therefore, new physician’s 
orders and parent permission must be submitted each school year. 
 
The Bethel Park School District’s Physician issued a standing order that Health Office personnel 
may administer up to three doses of ibuprofen, acetaminophen, Benadryl and antacids and 
unlimited cough drops, according to package directions, with parent permission. This permission 
may be given on the bottom on the Emergency sheet. 
 
 
 

http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/medication%20form%20update%202013.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/210%201%20Possession-Use%20of%20Asthma%20Inhalers%20and%20EpiPens3.pdf
http://www.bpsd.org/Downloads/210%201%20Possession-Use%20of%20Asthma%20Inhalers%20and%20EpiPens3.pdf
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ILLNESS AND INJURIES 
 
If a student is ill or injured, out of school, and is seen at an Emergency Room or by a physician, 
please have the Medical Physician furnish a not for the school nurse regarding diagnosis and any 
academic or physical adaptation that may be necessary at school. 

 
 
EPIPEN OPT OUT 
 
The Pennsylvania Public School Code, Section 1414.2(g) allows parents/guardians to request an 
exemption to the administration of an epinephrine auto-injector for their student. In order to 
request this exemption, contact the school nurse to make an appointment to discuss this decision, 
review and sign the opt-out form.
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TEACHERS  
 

 Teachers can help you with academic problems and day-to-day concerns. Always 
talk to a teacher if you know of a situation that may result in harm or injury to 
someone. 

 
COUNSELORS  
 

 The counselors can help you with scheduling, academic, and some personal issues. 
 Counselors can sometimes help you resolve problems you may have with other 

students. 
 Schedule an appointment with your counselor or get a hall pass from your teacher. 

 

EDUCATIONAL INSIGHT GROUPS  
 The counselors facilitate small groups that help students to address specific issues 

such as, Family Changes, Stress and Relaxation, Peer Relationships, and Anger 
Management. For more information, contact the Guidance Office at 412-854-8685. 
 

ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE  
 

 Each team has an “Academic Assistance” class offered during the school day for 
extra help in core content classes. The purpose of the class is to provide back-up 
support and tutoring 

 Students struggling with core classes may be enrolled in this course in place of CSI, 
Band, Chorus, or Orchestra class. 
 

PRINCIPALS  

 The principals can resolve serious concerns that cannot adequately be handled by 
teachers. 

 Schedule an appointment with a principal or get a hall pass from your teacher. 
  

BULLYING PREVENTION  
 

 Lead staff members are in charge of assessing students with bullying situations. The 
staff will intervene and investigate any reported bullying situation. 

 Incidents of bullying can be reported many different ways including talking with a 
teacher or principal, or emailing a counselor: Grade 7 
blodgett.jennifer@bphawks.org or Grade 8 lorenzi.john@bphawks.org .  

 Students can always submit a “Student Incident Report” through the student’s 
Chromebook. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:blodgett.jennifer@bphawks.org
mailto:lorenzi.john@bphawks.org
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CONFLICT MEDIATION  
 

 Students who experience a conflict with another person in the building may request 
or be referred to mediation. 

 Faculty members will oversee the mediation so that an agreeable solution can be 
reached. 

  

STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SAP)  
 

 The Student Assistance Program (SAP) is a group of specially trained, caring adults. 
 Students may be referred to SAP for a variety of problems that may interfere with 

academic progress. 
 Students, teachers, counselors, parents, and the Student Assistance Program can 

work together to keep students on the road to success. 
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REQUESTING A SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENT EVALUATION 

 

Parents or guardians, who are interested in having their child evaluated by the Bethel Park 

School District through a school based multi-disciplinary evaluation (initial evaluation) or 

re-evaluation (already identified as needing special education supports), should provide a 

written request to the Building Principal located in their child’s neighborhood school or to 

the Director of Special Education at the district administration building. 

The written request should include the reason(s) for the request and specifically, the 

educational concern(s) that you have for your child (i.e. academic, behavioral, social). In-

turn, the District will either agree to the evaluation by issuing a Permission to 

Evaluate/Re-Evaluate Consent form or reject the evaluation by issuing a Notice of 

Recommended Educational Placement (NOREP), which would indicate the reason(s) why 

the evaluation is being rejected. 

  

If an evaluation/re-evaluation is agreed to by the District and written parent or guardian 

consent is granted, the student evaluation will be completed and disseminated to the 

parent or guardian within 60 calendar days. At that time, the parent or guardian will be 

invited to attend a multi-disciplinary or IEP team meeting to review the results of the 

report, ask questions to school personnel and to develop or revise an Individualized 

Education Program (IEP), if the child is found to be or continues to be eligible for special 

education services. 

  

For additional information or if you have any questions, please contact: 

Lori Sutton, Director of Special Education 

Special Services Department 

Bethel Park School District 

301 Church Road 

412-854-8410 

sutton.lori@bphawks.org 

 

tel:412-854-8410
mailto:sutton.lori@bphawks.org
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DISTRICT PRACTICE FOR PLACEMENT IN READING SUPPORT 
 
Criteria for placement into middle school (grades 5-8) and high school reading support 
shall be based on a score of Basic or Below Basic on the PSSA and/or the present 
standard of scoring below grade level on a standardized test (MAT 8).  Students scoring 
Basic or Below Basic in subsequent years will receive services for reading support. 
 
Assessment Tools to be used include: PSSA, District Designed Curriculum Assessments, 
MAT 8, or other standardized reading tests. 

 
 
DISTRICT PRACTICE FOR PLACEMENT IN MATH SUPPORT 
 
The Board of School Directors has established a requirement that all students in grades 
seven and eight who fail to achieve the standards for proficiency (i.e. for those who 
score Below Basic or Basic) or who fall below their respective grade level in math, be 
required to take a supportive mathematics course until such time that the student 
demonstrates proficiency. Identification of students for the supportive mathematics 
classes will be made in the following ways: 
 

1. Scoring Basic or Below Basic on the PSSA 
2. Scoring below grade level on standardized tests (MAT 8) 
3. Teacher recommendations 
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Staff Voice Mail Extensions 
 

Below are the voice mail extensions for the teaching staff at Independence. 
To leave a message for a teacher, dial 412-833-5000 and punch in the four-
digit extension. 
 
Aristegui, Irina  8318 
August, Dylan  1180 
Barrett, Bethany  8376 
Brahler, Dawn  1384 
Cable, Zachary  8249  
Campagna, Cori  8282 
Chonoska, Carol  1456 
Connolly, Kevin  1496 
Dean, Kristyn  3389 
Dorfner, Lisa   8333 
Evans, Jennifer  1533 
Fonda, Kristen  8277 
Fontana, Heather  3314 
Foster, Kathy   1482 
Gensler, Katelyn  8974 
Geraud, Aaron  8266 
Girman, Maurnell  3326 
Glover, Stephanie  8224 
Heasley, Patty  8687 
Hixson, Alana  3378 
Homer, Brian  1404 
Hritz, Cara   1334 
Hursky, Diane  8822 
Javor, Bill   1567 
Kicinski, Josh   1564 
Kosanovich, Judi  8831 
Lewis, Jeffrey  1582 
Linz, Jeremy   1422 
Makel, Jennifer  1525 
Marchionna, Maria  8909 
Marshall, Lasette  1241 
McDowell, Jay  1314 
McPherson, Jaclyn  8973 
Modico, Lori   1580 
     
 
 
 
 

 
Mucci, Richelle  1301 
Oravetz, Sharilyn  8114 
Pepper, Kim   1345 
Persi, Nina   3377 
Petrossi, Mike  8214 
Pirschel, Rachael  1349 
Quinque, Tricia  1088 
Reese, Gary   1333 
Rerko, Megan  8291 
Rettura, Betsy  1055 
Richert, Todd  1090 
Santora, Nick  8639 
Schaum, Carl   1581 
Schaum, Shelly  1398 
Scheuerle, Elisa  3324 
Schilling, Jeff   1386 
Schipani, Christine  8824 
Scott, Jessica   8244 
Shannon, Sue  1219 
Spitznogle, Terry  3307 
Stang, Michael  3330 
Staranko, Scott  8160 
Surrena, Lynne  1504 
Szymanski, Sharon  1093 
Turka, Jason   1562 
Tusai, John   1383 
Vulcano, Mark  3383 
Welsh, Shannon  3395 
Whitaker, Kara  3393 
Windham, Darrelle  1573 
Yakelis, Joseph  1210 
 
      
 
 

July 2017 

 

(return to Contents)
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Student/Parent Handbook 

2017-2018 
 

I have reviewed the Independence Middle School Student/Parent Handbook located 

on the Bethel Park website (www.bpsd.org/ims) with my student. 

 

Student Name_____________________________Date__________ 

(Please print) 

Parent/Guardian_________________________________________ 

Signature 

 

I have reviewed the Independence Middle School Student /Parent Handbook 

located on the Bethel Park website (www.bpsd.org/ims) with my parent/guardian.  

 

Student___________________________________________ 

   Signature 
 

Please return this form to your 

child’s homeroom teacher. 

 
 

http://www.bpsd.org/ims
http://www.bpsd.org/ims

