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~ MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPALS

We welcome you to the start of a new yearl The beginning of every year gives us a fresh opportunity for new
successes and important accomplishments.

The goal of the Bethel Park School District's elementary program is simple: to maximize every child's
opportunities for success through education.

We would like to stress the importance of communication between the home and the school. Hopefully, you will
find this handbook helpful. 1t has been prepared for you to use as a primary source of information about our
elementary schools. While such a document cannot answer all of the questions which might arise, it answers
the ones asked most frequently. Please contact your child's school whenever you seek additional information.

Have a wonderful school year!

'SCHOOL HOURS'/ BREAKFAST PROGRAM

The students in AM Kindergarten — Grade 4 report to classrooms for moming work at 2:10
AM. If students are not in their homerooms when the bell rings at 9:20 AM, they are
considered tardy. Excessive tardiness may result in an after school detention to make up
instructional time.

The Breakfast Program at the elementary schools will begin between 8:50 and 9:00 AM depending on the
arrival of the individual buses.

We strongly urge that walkers or children being dropped off by parents/guardians, and NOT eating breakfast
arrive at the building no earlier than 9:10 AM.

Morning Kindergarten ends at 12:05 PM. The Afternoon Kindergarten session begins at 12:55 PM.
Afternoon kindergarten students should not arrive before 12:50 PM,

Students in Afternoon Kindergarten-Grade 4 will begin to board buses at approximately 3:40 PM each day.

e = AMARRIVALIPMDISMISSALOF STUDENTS o m L e

Parents/guardians and visitors are not to park in the circle at any time. The circle serves both as our bus lane
and our emergency vehicle access.

When dropping students off, please follow proper building procedures.
When picking students up, please come into the school and sign them out.

When students walk: Parents please establish proper procedures with your child for a safe arrival to your
door when leaving school property.

Philosophy/intent

Student attendance is an important factor in the academic success of each and every student. As an
educational institution it is part of our responsibility to instill in our students excellent attendance habits that will
lead them to success in the world. In addition, we believe that students and parents/guardians who choose not
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to adhere to the following attendance regulations shouid be held accountable for their actions. It is our hope
that by establishing the following standards, parents/guardians and students alike will recognize the seriousness
of regular attendance in school.

Absence from School

Absence from school shall be recorded according to Pennsylvania state law in one of the following manners:

Excused Absence: Student misses school for a legitimate reason as provided by- state law and produces an
appropriate excusge within 3 school days of the absence. Retroactive excuses submitted after the 3 day period
will not be honored. Pennsylvania compulsory attendance laws list excused absences as

+  lliness

+  Quarantine

+  Death in the immediate family

* Impassable roads

*  Recognized religious holidays and services

*  Health-related appointments

+  Court appearances

+  School-sanctioned absences

+  Exceptionally urgent reasons (at the discretion of an administrator)

The standardized student attendance excuse form is available on the BPSD website for parents to print.

lllegal Absence: Student is of compulsory school age 16 years or younger.

Student misses school for an illegitimate reason according to state law and/or fails to provide an appropriate
excuse to hisfher homeroom teacher within 3 schoaol days from the absence. Upon three illegal absences,
parents will be nofified; upon 5 illegal absences parents will be cited by the magistrate at the principal's
discretion.

Truancy: Student is absent from school without parent/guardian permission and/or knowledge.

B District will he followin I f action hey rel I ndance:

+ Attempt to call the residence of each absent student on a daily basis via a computerized call system.

+ Send out a letter to parents when a student reaches hisfher 10th absence from Bethel Park School District.
This letter will Include upcoming consequences should the student continue to be absent. However, if a
student exhibits truant behavior, a doctor’'s excuse may be required after the 10th absence. Excuses will be
accepted from a medical doctor only and this will include MD, DO, DMD, PA and/or CRNP.

+ Send out a letter to parents when a student reaches his/her 15th absence. This letter will indicate that any
further absences must be accompanied by a doctor's excuse for each occurrence or hefshe will be
considered unexcusedfillegal for attendance and grading purposes. Excuses will be accepted from a medical
doctor only and this will include MD, DO, DMD, PA and/or CRNP. _

« Send out a letter to parents when a student reaches his/her 20th absence. When a student reaches 20 days
of absence, parents will be contacted to ascertain the health and well-being of the student as it refates to
his/her academic performance/progress. Parents will be informed of the consequences that occur upon the
25th absence.

+ Send out a letter to parents when a student reaches hisfther 25th absence. When a student at the
elementary level reaches 25 days of unexcused/illegal absence hefshe may be required to repeat the grade
level i hefshe has not met the academic reguirements.

+ Bethel Park School District will prosecute, as provided by law, parents of students who are violating the .
compulsary attendance laws of the state of Pennsylvania. This pertains fo students who are age 16 or
younger and this will be handled via the local magistrate.

The following absences will not be counted against a student in terms of the previously listed totals and thus will
not punitively affect a student and histher status within the school: death in the immediate family, court-
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mandated appearances, extended medically-excused absences, extended hospitalizations, or school-
sanctioned absences {approved field trips, athlstic events, academic competitions).

Extended Absence: During extended iliness or hospitalization beyond three days, the parent/guardian should
request homework assignments by contacting an academic building secretary. Work can be requested on the
second day of the student absence o be picked up on the third day of the absence. Students who have
extended medically-excused absences will be contacted by the administrator in charge, or the administrator's
designee, to discuss the situation regarding the best possible solution to facilitate the. student’s continued
academic progress and success.

Educational Trip: Students must request approval at least three school days prior for a preplanned
educational trip. Parents should use the request form available in the back of this handbook, the building office,
or on the website. The parent/guardian must sign the form. If a request is sent to school prior to the dates of
the trip, and the trip has been pre-approved, the absence is excused. If no prior notice is received, the
school is required to classify such absences as unexcused.

School-Sanctioned Absence: School-sanctioned absences are class absences resulting from a student's
approved participation in school sponsored fieid trips, performances, co-curricular and extra-curricular activity or
event. Students are expected to obtain assignments in advance and submit completed work on time.

Academic Consequences: Any/all work missed by a student with an excused absence is expected to be made
up within the same number of days that the student was absent. Example: 1 day absent = 1 day to make up
work; 2 days absent = 2 days to make up work, etc. Classroom teachers may extend this time frame as needed.
Anyfall work missed by a student with an unexcused/illegal absence or tardy cannot be made up by the student
and will be recorded by the classroom teacher as a “0” percent. Work given in advance of a pre-approved
absence or a school-sanctioned absence should be completed and submitted upon return.

Athletic Participation: According to the Parent-Student Athletic Handbook: "Students must attend a full day
of school in order to practice or participate in that sport or activity that day. Exceptions to this rule include
pre-approved college visits, funerals, medical appointments, and other special circumstances approved in
advance by the Principal.”

Tardy to SchoollHomeroom

A student who is not in hisfher homeroom fclassroom prior to the beginning of the school day will be considered
tardy to school. Students must then report to the building office to get a tardy pass that will admit him/her to
homeroom. Students who are tardy to school must have a legitimate excuse as defined by the Pennsylvania
attendance law.

Students will receive a “0” for academic work in any classes missed as a result of an unexcused/ilfegal tardy.

+ The 1st through 3rd tardy will be excused via a parent’s note describing why the student was tardy as defined
by State Law. Notes will be confirmed via phone by the Attendance Office or building office as needed.
Note: sleeping in, alarm did not go off, car trouble, ete, are NOT excused.

« 1f a student submits an excuse from a medical doctor only, which includes MD, DO, DMD, PA and/or CRNP,
for his/her tardiness, it will not count against the tardy total.

« All tardiness from the 4th occurrence on will he listed as unexcused/illegal unless the student can produce a
doctor's excuse for the tardy at the time the student cheacks in.

« After the 5th unexcusedfillegal tardy, discipline occurs in increments of 3. Consequences for
unexcusedfillegal tardiness are as follows:

+ 5th unexcused/illegal tardy — administrator issued detention — am/pm. Kindergarten students are exempt
from detentions; however, administrators reserve the right to develop an appropriate corrective action plan.

+ 8" _— 2 detentions

+ 11" ~ 3detentions

+ 14" _ 4 detentions



o 17" — Parents referred to the magistrate
« 20" — Parents referred to the rmagistrate
« 25" _ parents referred to the magistrate

Early Release Information

Early releases from school will be granted for verifiable reasons which are the same as for excused absences.

Parents/guardians are encouraged to schedule student medical appointments after school hours. Students will

be issued an early release under the following circumstances:

« The 1st through 3rd early release will be excused via a parent's note describing the reason for the early
release. '

+ Upon a student’s return to school from a medical appointment, 2 medical doctor's excuse (MD, DO, DMD, PA

" and/or CRNP) may be submitted. Then that early release will not count against early release totals.

+ All early releases from the 4th occurrence on will be listed as unexcusedfillegal unless the student can
produce a medicat doctor's excuse (MD, DO, DMD, PA andfor CRNP) for the early release either when
requesting the early release or upon the student's return to school.

+ Avalid early release excuse from a parent/guardian must be submitted to the building office before or during
homeroom. Parents must pick up child in the school office.

+ All early release requests must be approved prior to the release.

+ The early release excuse must include release time, reason for the early release and a telephone number
where the parent/ guardian can be reached for verification.

+ In extreme emergency situations, a parent may bring in a note upon picking up the student, or a faxed note
for an early release may be approved.

+ Students returning to school from an early release must immediately sign in at the Attendance Office or
building office with their medical doctor's excuse (MD, DO, DMD, PA and/or CRNP). Students who fail to
sign in will be considered as unexcused/illegal.

+ Students are not allowed to leave a building without authorization.

+ Students are not to remain in the building or on the campus after an early release.

Sent Home by Nurse

If a student becomes ill, the parent/guardian will be contacted by the school nurse, building principal or designee
so that arrangements can be made to have the student taken home. Students sent horne by the nurse are not
permitted to return to school for the remainder of the day.

REQUESTS FOR HOMEWORK

If homework is desired for a child who is absent, contact the school office by 8:00 AM. Teachers WI|| gather the
assignments and they may be picked up after 3:40 PM at the office.

Please remember that once the instructional day beglns the teachers have limited time to gather material and
assignments. ,

HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION

Homebound instruction is provided by the Bethel Park School District when a physician certifies that a student
will be absent from school for more than two weeks. Requests for this special instruction must be made to the
school principal by the child's parents/guardians.
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SCHOOL CLOSINGS AND DELAYS -

The School disrict is concerned about student and employee safety during inclement
weather. The decision to delay, cancel or early dismiss school due to inclement weather
conditions is made by the Superintendent in conjunction with the Municipality and the
National Weather Service, with the safety of our students paramount in the decision making
process.

* * In an effort to expand communication between the school district and parents, the Bethel
Park School District will use the ALERTNCW Notification Service, which will allow us to send telephone or email
messages to parents to provide you with important information about school events or emergencies. We
anticipate using ALERTNOW to notify you of school delays or cancellations due to inclement weather, as well as
to remind you about various upcoming events of interest. On school delay or cancellation days, you will receive
a phone call as soon as the decision 1o delay or cancel is made.

The delayed opening or early closing of school due to emergency or inclement weather will aiso be announced
on the following radio and television stations as early as possible;

KDKA-TV Channel 2 FROGGY-FM 98.3

WTAE-TV Channel 4 KQV-AM 1410

WPX]-TV Channel 11 KDKA-AM 1020

Information can also be obtained aon the district's web page at www.bpsd.org or by calling the Information Line at
412-854-8407.

H school is cancelled due to inclement weather, all Bethel Park Recreation Department activities held in
school facilitias are aiso cancelled for that day.

Two Hour Delays

Sometimes the passage of time will enable road crews to clear the roads and allow busses to warm up and
transport children safely to school. If a Two Hour Delay is called, students should arrive at their bus stops or at
school two hours later than usual.

On days when a two hour delay is called, the district will operate a Modified Kindergarten Schedule as
follows:;

*  Morning Kindergarten will attend from 11:20 AM to 1 PM

» Afternoon Kindergarten will attend from 2:00 PM to 3:40 PM

Modified Kindergarten equalizes both sessions to 1 hour, 40 minutes of instruction. Please take note of this
change to the schedule.

Bussing: Morning Kindergarten pick-up time will be 2 hours later than normal. Pick-up time for the Afternoon
Kindergarten will be approximately 55 minutes later than normal. The pick-up point for the Afterncon
Kindergarten will be at the normal drop-off point and may be a different bus than normal.

Parents, please be reminded that on days with delays, building staff is also on that delay, so there may not be
anyone at the front door to let your child into the building, should they arrive too early. Please do not drop your
child off at school before the delayed starting time.

in the event of an emergency closing, all parents should have prior arrangements made for their children. As it is
not always possible to contact each person through the school's emergency calling system, children should be
aware of what to do, or where to go, in the event parents are not home at the time of the emergency dismissal.



. EMERGENCY CARDS °

it is imperative that the school be able to reach you to inform you of your child’s illness or emergency situation.
A Student Emergency Card was sent to you requesting that you list home and work telephone numbers. It is
also important to list friends or relatives living in the school area who have agreed io be contacted when you are
not available. The information listed on the emergency card will also be used in the event of an emergency
schaol closing. Please keep the card updated by notifying the schoot of any changes. Should special satuatlons
arise throughout the year, please send a note to the school office.

ACCIDENT INSURANCE

The Board of Schoo! Directors has approved the sale of Accident insurance to pupils enrolled in the public
schools. Parents/guardians interested in the benefits offered by this voluntary program are encouraged to
obtain a brochure by calling or writing a note to the school office.

Each pupil is responsible for the proper care and return of all books and equipment which are received from the
school. Payment must be made for lost or damaged books and equipment before progress reporis or school
records are released.

Students in many classrooms are permitted to use lockers for coats, books, and storage. No student will be
permitted to open or remove objects from a locker other than the one assigned to him or her. Note: There is no
expectation that lockers are private or secure from school officials. No padlocks or combination locks may be
applied to lockers. Lockers may be randomly or periodically searched by school officials. Any iHlegal or
jmproper materials may be seized and such materials may be used as evidence against the student in
disciplinary proceedings.

_ PERSONAL PROPERTY

Students, not the school, are responsible for their personal property. Children often leave objects on the bus,
playground, in the cafeteria, or elsewhere throughout the school. While school officials will assist students in
attempting to locate missing items, the best way to avoid an important loss is to keep valuable items such as
cameras, radios, jewelry, and expensive games at home.

Students are expected to respect the personal property of others and may not touch or remove objects not
belonging to them without permission. Parents are requested to discuss proper care for school and personal
property with their children.

~ LOSTA&FOUND

A lost and found area is maintained in each building. Please have your child check there for any missing items.

Coats, backpacks, lunch bags, and similar objects should be clearly marked in ink with the owner's name.
Every year, school “Lost and Found” boxes are filled to the brim with unclaimed items!
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_ USEOFSCHOOLTELEPHONE = =

The schootl telephone is reserved for use by school district employees only. Lines must be kept clear for routine
messages, incoming calls, and emergencies. In certain cases, however, students may be permitted to use the
school phore. These are listed below:

¢ To request that parents/guardians bring a lunch or lunch money

s Any situation of an emergency nature which has the approval of the school office or classroom teacher

40 UUNOTIEYINGCHILDREN 0 0 2 i e

We request that classes not be interrupted during school hours. If it is necessary to deliver a message or drop
something off for your child or a teacher, please deliver it to the secretary in the school office. Be sure to
include the child’'s name and homeroom numberfteacher name. Telephone calls to the school requesting that
messages from parents/ quardians be delivered to students should be restricted to emergency situations.

We welcome all visitors to the elementary schools and hope that your visit will be a pleasant and informative
one. It is required, however, that all visitors, regardless of the purpose, use the front entrance. Each visitor
must sign in at the office and notify the secretary or principal of the reason for your visit. Each visitor must hand
in a picture ID and wear 2 name tag. The visitor will receive their ID when they sign out and return the visitor
tag. PLEASE NOTE: School doors are locked at each school from 9:20 AM-3:40 PM. This procedure is
implemented for students’ safety. Security cameras are in use at main entrances.

" USE OF BUILDING

The building principal is responsible for scheduling use of the building. Organizations interested in using the
facilities should contact the school office, complete the necessary forms, and secure the approval of the
principal. it must be noted that school or school-related groups are given preference in the use of building
facilities. Rental payments and insurance provisions are necessary as specified by School Board Policy.

~ STUDENT TRANSFERS =~

If you are planning to move, please remember to notify the school office. To expedite the transfer of your child's
records, we suggest that you provide us with the followtng information:

*  Your New Address
» Name of New School & Address
+» Date of Withdrawal

_ GRADINGPHILOSOPHY.

Effective education demands teamwork between parents/guardians and the school. Our goal is to help each
child realize his/her highest possible attainment.

Reporting student progress is an important part of the school's role. Each student is evaluated in terms of
hisfher own progress in most areas because of significant differences in interests, abilities, and growth rate
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among children. Progress reporis are not infended (o be used to compare one child to another but rather to
regard each child as an mduvndual

RADING PROCEDURES

The report card is the primary method of comimunicating student performance to parents/ guardians. Every
effort is taken to assure an accurate evaluation of each child’s progress.

Teachers use a variety of measures:

Direct Observation Informal Observation Group Discussion Individual Interview
Small-Group Interview  Teacher-Made Tests Standardized Tests Checklists
Anecdotal Records Samples of Work

The following numerical scale is used in assigning letter grades:

90-100 = A (Outstanding)

80-89 =B (Above Average)

70-79  =C (Average)

60-68 =D {Less than satisfactory)
59-Below = F {Much improvement needed)

The final grade is determined by averaging the four 9-week grades. In cases where the averaging is not clear
cut and produces a borderline final grade, the second semester grades, which are most recent, are used fo
influence the final outcome.

Kindergarten and first grede use a developmenially appropriate system of check marks and code letters to
indicate skill growth and progress toward meeting expectations.

A report card is sent {o parents/guardlans of students in grades 1-4 each nine weeks. A report card is sent to
parents/guardians beginning with the 3 nine weeks for Kindergarten.

. PROGRESS NOTICES

Progress notices are issued at least four weeks before the close of the report period to inform parents/guardians
if their child is receiving a *D" or “F” on their report card. Progress notices may also be issued to recognize
improved academic progress. Often conferences are recommended. If a student is achieving below his/her
potential or doing failing work, {s)he is not making satisfactory progress. Sometimes a decline in progress
becomes evident later than the fifth week of the grading period. In such instances, parents/ guardians will be
notified. No "D” or “F” grade should be given unless an unsatisfactory progress notice has been issued or a
telephone call has been made (o the parents/guardians.

. PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCE

Classroom teachers will schedule at least one conference per year with each child's
parents/guardians. Notification of the conference date and time will be sent home by
the teacher. Additional conferences may be initiated by the parents/guardians or
teachers as needed. Parents/guardians may request a conference at any time by
telephoning the school office, Conferences may also be scheduled with librarians and
teachers of art, music, and physical education, if mutual concerns arise.

The conferences are not intended fo be only reports of academic progress. The conference provides an
opportunity for discussion of other facets of the student’s development and serves to supplement the written
report,




- = RETENTION

Pupils may be retained in a grade level with the recommendation of the classroom teacher. Students who fail
two subject areas wilt be retained at their current grade level. Subject areas are weighted as follows: Integrated
Language Arts (Reading and English combined) = 2, Mathematics = 1, Seocigl Studies =1, Spelling = %, and
Health =%

Recommendations for retentions may also be made for other reasons such as sociat and emotional
development, level of readiness, or special needs. Situations of this nature wil! be discussed at Instructional
Support Team (1.5.T.) meetings to determine if retention is appropriate. Parents are key participants in 1.S.T.
meetings and their ideas and feelings regarding optional retention situations will be important factors.

PROGEDURES TO

If parents/guardians wish to appeal a decision to retain their child, they must netify the Assistant Superintendent,
in writing, within five (5) school days after receiving notification of retention.

The Appeal Committee will be comprised of the following: Assistant Superintendent, a school psychologist, an
elementary principal, and an elementary teacher. The elementary principat and teacher on the commitiee are
nect to be home based in the building where the appeal is being made. If parent/guardians are not salisfied with
the resuits of the Appeais Committee, the next level would be the Superintendent, and, if necessary, the Board
of Directors.

. ASSIGNMENT OF STUDENTS

It is the administrative policy of the school district that the teacher and principal assign children tc homerooms.
We understand that the parentsiguardians are quite concerned over what teacher their son or daughter might
have the following year. Care is taken to creste classrooms that are balanced in terms of ability, gender, special
needs, teaching/learning styles, and other concerns relevant to each situation. Once rosters are completed,
they cannot be changed easily without transferring other children. If parents/guardians feel that their child’s
assignment to a particular room presents a crucial problem or would serioustly affect the progress of their child, a
conference with the principal should be arranged. It must however, be understood by the parenis/guardians that
the school will make whatever decision it deems necessary in dealing with the situation.

The Board of Scheol Directors Approved a testing program designed to provide information regarding progress
for students attending the Bethel Park schocls. -

These tests measure abilily and academic achievement and provide a continuing
record for immediate and future educational planning. They are also an invaluable
aid to the teacher and principal in identifying strengths and weaknesses for the purpose of

providing more effective instruction.

names of the tests, and the purpese of each test:

Grades 1 &2 Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills: Terra Nova measures achievement in various academic
areas (what they are deing)

Grades 2 &4  In-View measures general ability level of students {what they may be capable of doing)



Grades 3 &4 PSSA Test measures achievement in reading and mathematics (what they are doing)
Grades 3 & 4  4Sight Testing measures progress toward benchmarks in math and reading

Grade 4 Science PSSA measures achievement in science (what they are doing)
Should your child transfer to another school system, the test information will be forwarded. The release of all

school records is governed by the policy approved by the Board of School Directors. Should you wish to
examine your child's records, you may arrange to do so by making an appointment with the principal.

— CURRICULUM AREAS _

A brief explanation of each of these areas is provided in order that parents/guardians may better understand the
written report.

[ART]

creative expression for each child in a variety of media. Children can
identify with, creative, artistic expression. The children develop skills in
program.

Art education provides
gain insight into, and
a sequentially designed

[HANDWRITING|
{Zaner Bloser)

Handwriting instruction is presented using the Zaner Bloser Handwriting program. Students in grade K-1 leamn
to print with a vertical manuscript alphabet. Lstters are written using four simple strokes: circle, herizontal ling,
vertical line, and slanted line. Students in grade 2 make a gradual transition from manuscript to cursive writing.
Instruction in grades 3-4 focuses on devsloping cursive writing skills. Pupils are expecied to utilize proper
handwriting when compleling assignments in all subject areas.

HEALTH

The heaith program includes the study of the following topics: Nutrition, Personal Health Habits, Safety,
Cardiovascular Fitness, Physical Fitness, and a Chemical Awareness Program. The children acquire the skills
in a sequential program that strives to develop wholesome attitudes toward the health and safety of the human
body.

INTEGRATED LANGUAGE ARTS)

{Kdg. : The Land of the Letter People)
(Gr. 1-4: Harcourl: Storytown 2008)

Integrated Language Aris encompass reading, composition, spelling, grammar, usage, speaking, and listening.
Students acquire competence through effective use of oral and writtean communication across the curriculum.
The love of reading is nurtured through the use of authentic children’s literature. Units of study are organized
thematically. instruction in phonics and other traditionally successful reading and language arts processes are
an integral part of the program. Wiriting porifolios, skills tests, and other forms of performance assessment are
employed to measure progress. Computer-assisted instruction in the school computer laboratories strengthens
communication skills.

All students visit the library weekly. The program supports the classroom curriculum and the

use of technology in research, and encourages reading for pleasure. Students are permitted to

borrow library books for a period of one week. They are to be returned on the student’s library

day. If a student is absent, the books are to be retumed when the student returns to school.

Books may be renewed. If a student loses a book, {s)he must pay the full current purchase price.
10
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[MATHEMATICS|
{Macmillan/McGraw Hill, 2008-2009)

There are three main ideas in which students are evaluated in mathematics: Basic Facts, Computation, and
Problem Solving. Students are evaluated on their performance at their level of learning.

The music programs are based on the belief that music is an essential part of each student’s
development. Both performance and non-performance aspects of music are given consideration. -
The core of the program is vocal music which is scheduled regularly for each student in grades
one through four. In addition, fourth-grade students are offered a choir experience when the
schedule parmits.

The instrumental part of the program offers students the opportunity for performance. In grade three, stringed
instrumaent instruction is available to students. The program is available through high school. Band instruction
is available to students beginning in grade four and can be continued through the high school.

[PHYSICAL EDUCATION|

The physical education program seeks to enhance physical development, and intellectual development. Ht
strives to develop wholesome attitudes toward the health and safety of the body and the need for continual
activity throughout life.

SCIENCE

(ASSET Hands-Cn 2007)
{Harcourt 2006)

The science program is taught through a process or “hands on” approach. It emphasizes a
laboratory methed of instruction that focuses on ways of developing basic skills in the processes
of science. The methodology includes skills, centering on observing, classifying, measuring, and
predicting as well as others required for scientific investigations and ways of processing
infermation. Students in this program are provided with skills and knowledge that will serve as a '
springboard for future exploration of sciences as they progress through the Bethel Park school system. They
also acquire skills which are needed to apply concepts and utilize knowledge in a purposeful way.

ISOCIAL STUDIES]

(McGraw Hill 20€8-Gr.1-3}
(Harcourt 2006-Gr. 4)

Our sacial studies program offers students the opportunity to acquire a basic understanding of the fundamental
concepts in the disciplines of anthropology, economics, geography, history, political science, and sociology.

SPELLING

(Harcourt: Storytown 2008-Gr.1-4)

Spelling words comprise the majority of a child’'s oral and written vocabulary. They are regarded as a
representative sample of words with petential for drawing conclusions which reflect language patterns. The
students work on the assigned spelling words and daily application of spelling within the integrated Language
Arts program. - .
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~ PUPILSERVICES

The Bethel Park School District seeks to meet the needs of pupils by employing specialists in many areas.
Some of the services provided include the following:

ESL Hearing Support

Speech Therapy Adaptive Physical Education
Remedial Reading Emotional Suppart

Autistic Support Learning Support

Gifted Support Life Skills
Academic/Instructional Support Psychological Evaluation
Occupational Therapy Home-School Visitation
Vision Support Social Work Services
Physical Therapy After School Tutoring K-4

. 'HEALTH SERVICES

The function of the Certified School Nurse (CSN) is to perform state-mandated procedures, to maintain state
mandated health records, and administer first aid for illnesses and injuries occurring during school hours. The
CSN services multiple schools. When the Nurse is not in your child's school, the Health Room Aide, the
administrator or the administrator's designee will assist your child. CSNs and school personnel are not permitted
to diagnose. Injuries and iliness occurring during non-school hours should be referred to your child’s

physician,

STATE MANDATED EXAMINATIONS
The Bethel Park School District, in accordance with the Pennsylvania School Health Law, requires the following
examinations in the grades stated and for all students with incomplete records:
« Physical Examinations — Originat entry into school, 8", and 11" grades.
« Dental Examinations — Original entry to school, 3%, and 7" grades.
» Scoliosis Screenings - Original entry into school, 61 and 7" grade
We suggest the child's private physician and dentist, who know the student best, do these examinafions.
However, the school district's physician and dentist can do the examinations, at no cost to the parent. If
perforimed by the private physician or dentist, examinations are at the expense of the parent/guardian and
appropriate documentation needs to ba submitted to the school.

STATE MANDATED HEALTH SCREENINGS

Heaith Office personnel will conduct the following state mandated screenings:

s Height, Weight and Body Mass Index (BMI} — required annually in all grades
Distance and Near Vision Acuity Screening — required annually in all grades
Convex Lens, Color Vision, and Stereof Depth Perception Screening — 1% grade
Hearing Screening - Kindergarten, 1%, 2™, 3%, 7™ 11" grades

Scoliosis Screening — 7" grade

Failure to return state mandated examination reports, including completed screening referral forms, may result
in activity restriction or other schoo! consequences.
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MEDICATION AT.SCHOOL
Should the student require medicalion during school hours, you are welcome to come 1o the school and
administer the madication to the student. If you are unable to come and need school personnel to supervise the
student taking his/her medicine, the student MUST comply with the following for both prescription and over-
the-counter medicine:
¢ Adoctor’s written or faxed order
o Written permission from the parent
» All prescription medicine must be in the prescription bottle, that clearly states student's name, name of
medicine, dosage, pharmacy neame and phone number, and the direction for the administration of the
medicine
» All over-the-counter medicine must be in the original container that clearly states the name of the medicine,
dosage, direction for administration, expiration date AND the student's name written on the container
o It is preferred that all medicine is brougnt to the school Health Office by a parent/guardian or an adult
designated by the parent/guardian

All medication will be locked in the Health Cffice. At the end of the school year, any remaining medication
should be picked up by the parent, guardian, or adult designee or it will be destroyed.

Students who have been prescribed an inhaler may carry the inhaler during the school day, provided that a
wrillen statement from the student's physician and parent is on file with the nurse stating that the student may
carry and self administer the inhaler. Please see the Asthma Policy.

Medication orders do_not carry over irom school year to school vear. Therefore, new physician's orders and
parent permission must be submitied each school year.

As of the 2005-2008 schaool year the Bethel Park School District's Physician issued a standing order that Heaith
Office personnel may supervise the administration of up to three doses of ibuprofen, acetaminophen, and
antacids according to package directions with parent permission. This permission may be given on the back of
the emergency cards.

ILLNESS AND COMMUNICABLE DISEASES
To protect your child and fo prevent the spread of illness, please do not send your child to school if he/she has
any of the following symptoms within 24 hours of the sfart of school;
¢ Vomiting
Diarrhea
Temperature of 100 degrees or greater
Continuous coughing or sneezing
Unexplained &/or contagious rash
Yellow-green drainage from the nose
Inflamed eye with or without drainage.

The school district adheres to the Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD), Division of infection Disease,
guidelines (Guide to Infectious Disease/Conditions for Elementary, Middle, and High Schocis} regarding
contagious diseases. Please notify the school's Health Office IMMEDIATELY, if the student is diagnosed with
any of the following illnesses:

Chicken Pox Impetigo Rubella (German Measles)
Conjunciivitls (Pink Eye) Influenza {Flu) Scarlet Fever

Encephalitis Measles Strep Throat

Fifths Disease Meningitis Tetanus

Food Poiscning Mumps Tuberculosis

Head Lice (Pediculosis) Paratyphoid Fever Typhoid Fever

Hepatitis Ringworm Whooping Cough {Pertussis)
MRSA {Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus aureus - invasive disease)

EMERGENCY. CARDS

The information provnded on the emergency card is nesded in order to qu:ckly contact you, or someone you
designate, when a serious illness or injury happens. With the exception of BPHS, one card is completed for the
Health Office and one for the principal's office. It is vital that the emergency card is completed for hoth of these
offices and updated through out the year. Please return both cards as soon as possible.
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Please go to the BPSD website www.bpsd.org for information, pricing, and FAQ on our cafeteria QSP Point of
Sale System or confact our Food Services directly at 412-854-8754.

Each school in the district has its own cafeteria which serves a nutritious type “A” lunch approved by the United
States Department of Agriculture. Students who carry their iunch may = purchase milk. The prices of
school lunches and milk are determined each year by the rate of government reimbursement
and the cost of producing the lunch. Reduced and free lunches are provided to children who
qualify according to the guidelines established by the federal government.

Lunch Procedures

We believe that your lunch period should be a pleasant fime in your school day. |t is natural for all students to
want to relax and enjoy this period when they can visif with their friends. It is necessary, however, fo maintain
some guidelines for our lunch room, particularly since so many people are eating at the same time.

Chifdren should line up in a single file. Do not cut in front of other students.

Walk at all times.

Make certain that your table and the floor around it are clean before leaving the table.
Speak softly.

Food or other objects will not be thrown or passed around.

ohwN =

The school district employs noon-time aides to supervise the children at lunch and recess. They are
responsible for the safety of the children during that time and will enforce district discipline guidelines as
needed.

oo BUSTRA

The schoal district provides transportation to and from school for students who meet eligibility requirements as
established by the School Board.

Every child who rides a bus must ride the assigned bus and get on and off at the assigned stop. No exceptions
can be made untess there is an emergency and approval has been given by the principal.
Walkers will not be given permission to ride a bus or walk to a friend’s home. Parents will
not be permitted to use District Transportation for play dates or other social purposes.

You will receive information indicating your child's bus number, bus stop, and departure
times from home and school. .

Discipline on the bus is the responsibility of the bus driver. Should (s)he refer a child to

the principal, the parents/guardians may be notified. A second referral to the principal may result in temporary
suspension of bus privileges for the child. Repeated discipline problems may result in permanent suspension of
bus privileges. Our major concern is for the safety of the children. Riding a bus is a privilege, not a right.

Please review the following rules and regulations with your child.

Bus Stop

1. Atyour stop, waif for the bus in an orderly manner. There is to be no pushing, arguing, or fighting.
2. Be respectful of private property at the bus stop. Do not trespass on anyone's property.

3. While boarding the bus, form a single file loading line.

4. Approach the bus only after it has come to a complete stop.

On the Bus Unloading the Bus

1. Remain in your seat while the bus is moving. 1. Unload in an orderly manner.

2. NO seat changing. 2. There is to be no pushing or running down aisle.

3. Keep arms and hands in the bus. 3. Get off at your stop and quickly move away from the bus.
4. Refrain from making excessive noise. 4. If you drop anything near or around the bus, wait until the
5. Face the front of the bus at all times. bus leaves before altempting to pick it up.

6. Obey the directions of the bus driver.
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Studenis are expected to behave in a way that fosters or enhances a positive learning environment. Students
should feel safe and comfortable in the learning environment. Bethel Park Schoot District believes that every
student has the right to attend school free from h_arassmeht or bullying. The golden rule "Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you® is a good standard to follow for behavior. However, when students do not behave
in an acceptable manner, disciplinary measures must be taken. The following code outlines those measures.

Discipline Code Levels

The following descriptions of the three levels of discipline are progressive in nature and are developmentally
appropriate for the age of the students in each grade. The procedures and consequences are used for
discipline and for behavior modification. Levels for each violation reflect the minimum discipline that will be
applied. The administrators reserve the right fo use their discretion in evaluating cases and may discipline using
more severe consequences than the minimum stated in the code, especially in cases of persistent
disobedience. Additionally, students may be referred to the Student Assistance Team, Instructional Support
Team, Student Support Team, or to the Alternative Education program. When an infraction is against the law,
students will be cited according to the PA Crime Code. This discipline code applies to students on school
property and at co-curricular or sporis-related acfivities, These guidelines take into account that the school acts
in loco parentis. Addifionally, the following School Board policies and PA Crimes Code Violations support the
regulations and discipline as outiined in this document:

School Board Poljcies: These can be found on the BPSD website under Administration/School Board

204  Aitendance 226.1 Canine Searches

218  Student Discipline 227 Confrolled Substances/paraphernalia
218.1 Weapons 233 Suspension/Expulsion

218.2 Terroristic Threats/Acts 235 Student Rights/Surveys

220  Student Expression 237 Electronic Devices

221  Dress and Grooming 247 Hazing

222  Tobacco Use 248  Unlawful Harassment

223 Use of Bicycles and Mofor Vehicles 252  Student Bullying/Harassment

224  Care of School Property 258 Positive Behavior Support

225 Relations with Law Enforcement Agencies 853 Internet Acceptable Use

226 Searches

cri Code Violati
Disorderly Conduct(18 PA C.S. Sec. 55603)

Drugs and Alcohol(P.S. Sec. 8337)

False Fire Alarms(18 PA C.s. Sec. 4905)

Harassment{PA C.S. Sec. 2709)

Physical Aftacks(18 PA C.S. Sec. 2702; Act 197 PA legislature)
Simple Assault{PA C.S. Sec. 2701)

Theft(18 PA C.S. Sec. 3803 and 3921)

Threats{18 PA C.S. Sec. 2701and 2706)

Tobacco (18 PA C.S. Sec. 6306; 35 PS 1223.5)

Vandalism(18 PA C.S. Sec. 3307)

Weapons{18 PA C.S, Sec. 912)
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Detention

All proctor assigned detentions are issued by an administrator. The student must report promptly to detention

on the date and time assigned. In the event of a delay or cancellation of school, students assigned to detention

should report to detention on the following school day. Teachers also reserve the right to assign a detention

which requires students to stay after school with the teacher.

¢ Lunch detention

e P.M. detention

The following rules apply to detentions:

« Tardiness Is considered an absence and students will not be admitted.

» Students must bring study materials to occupy them during the assigned detention.

* Any disturbance or lack of cooperation results in the student being sent home and the time spent in detention
void.

+ Sleeping is not permitted.

* Food, drink, radios, and electronic devices are not permitted.

+ Failure to report to assigned detentions is treated as a level 1 offense the first time; a level 2 thereafter.

In-School Suspension

In-School Suspension is removing students from their daily classroom schedule. Teachers will be notified and
will provide assigniments for students to complete during this time. Students are not permitted to leave the ISS
area unless supervised. Students will eat lunch in the 1SS area. Students must bring all books, notebooks, and
other supplies needed to complete their daily work. If a student has completed all assigned wark, other
appropriate assignments will be given. A student may not participate in any school-related activity on a day
he/she has been assigned to ISS.

Out of School Suspension

Suspension is the exclusion of a student from school for a period up to ten (10) days. Any student who is
suspended from school is not permitted on school property and may not attend or participate in any school
sponsored activity for the duration of the suspension. The student is responsible for any assignments missed
during the suspension. Students who are suspended must arrange to receive homework assignments.

Expulsion

Expulsion Is an exclusion from school for a period exceeding ten {10} school days and may be permanent. The
School Board or a Committes of Board Members may hold a hearing and make the final decision regarding
expulsion. During the time of the original 10 day suspension a stipulated adjudication may be written and agreed
upon by the Board of School Directors, Superintendent, parents and student in lieu of a Schoal Board hearing.
Any student who is expelled permanently from schoal is not permitted on school property and may not attend or
participate in any school-sponsored activity for the duration of the expulsion. Students who are expelled to
BPHS Alternative Education School are only permitted on school property during Alternative Education School
hours unless accompanied by a parent/guardian.

LEVELS OF OFFENSES AND CONSEQUENCES
R AN |
This is generally minor mishehavior on the part of the student which interferes with orderly classroom
procedures or the orderly operation of the school. Behavior problems at this level are often handled by an
individual staff member, even though there are times when the intervention of the principal is required. Repesat
level one offenses will result in a level two disciplinary action.
Procedures
« Thers is immediate intervention by the staff member on site or on duty.
* An accurate record of the offense is made.
« The principal may be notified and intervene.
» Parents/guardians may be notified
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« Conflict mediation may be used as appropriate

Consequence Options — one or more of the following will be used as consequences
Elementary - K-4

+ Confiscation of itern/restitution

+ Student conference with principal or teacher

+ Special assighment: Self-reflective activity

+  Temporary withdrawal of privileges

This level addresses misbehavior where frequency or seriousness tends to disrupt the fearning climate of the
classroom or school. These infractions often result from the continuation of Level | behavior and typically
require the intervention of the principal because the execution of Level | options failed to correct the problem.

The principal is notified of the infraction.
The incident is documented.

The parent/guardians are notified.

A parent conference may be held.
Confiscation of item/restitution

Conflict mediation as appropriate

Conseguence Options - Restitution is required.

Elementary -K-4 — One of more of the foilowing will be used as consequences.
Student conference with principal or teacher

Parents/guardians conference

Temporary/Extended withdrawal of privileges

After school detention or recess detention

in-school suspension

School Resource Officer may intervene

Out-of-School Suspension

- & & & & &

LEVEL THREE

Infractions at this level may include behavior previously addressed in Levels | and 1. Additionally they may
include acts that are directed against any person(s), property, or serious viclations of the policies and
procedures of Bethel Park School District. They may also include actions which break the law and may be
punishable under the PA Crimes Code.

Procedures

+ The principal investigates the incident and confers with the appropriate staff.
+ The incident is documented.

+ The principal meets with the student(s).

* The parents/guardians are notified and a conference is held.

+ Confiscation of item/restitution for damage is required

Conseguencé Options ~One or mare of the following will be used as consequences
Elementary ~ K-4

+ Extended withdrawal or loss of privileges

+ After school detention or recess detention

+ In-school suspension or out-of-school suspension

+ School Resaource Officer intervention

+ Referral to BP magistrate

+ Referral o Superintendent

LEVEL ONE VIOLATIONS
Accessory to a Violation

Students who serve as an accomplice to a discipline code violation are considered accessories. Students may
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nat loiter near restraoms or in other areas of the campus serving as “lack auts.”

Cheating/Plagiarism

Na student shall intentionally utilize tricks, theff, impersonation, copying, or electranic devicas ta abtain impraper
access ta answers ar questians. Plagiarism is using the ideas ar writings of anather as one’s own. Plagtarism, a
form of stealing, is cheating.

« Any case of cheating results in the student's failure {0%]) far that assignment, quiz ar examination.

+ Parent/Guardian and an administratar are natified by the teacher.

Class Cut

A class cut shall be defined as an unexcusad absance fram a schedulad class. Students wha chaosa io "cut”
class will be issued a "0” far all wark missed during that class and will be disciplined by their grade lavel principal
in accardance with tevel 1 discipline. Multiple cuts will mave this infractian to level 2. If a student cuts a class 4
times, the student may be remaved from the class with lass of credit for the course. If a student comes
unexcusead ta class more than 10 minutes, it will ba cansidarad a class cut, and tha studant will be refarred to
the principal.

Classrcom/School Disturbance
Behavior that disrupts the educational setting is a disturbance, shall include but is nat limited fo the fallawing:
fads, games, and hacky-sack.

Defacing ar Misuse of Schoal Property
The misuse ar unautharized use af schaal equipment is prahibited. Defacing any schaal property is prohibited.
This includes littering, spitting (gum, food products, etc.) and writing an ar painting and labeling schaal property.

Distribution or Pasting of Infarmation
All survaeys, advertisemants, announcements, publications, audio-visual materials and aother forms af public
cammunication intended far student distribution must have priar writien administrative appraval.

Dress Cade A

Apprapriate studant dress and gaod groaming affect the efficient and arderly operation of the schaal. Basically,
students must wear appropriate atfire: shirt, pants, skirts, ar dresses and shoas. Very shart ar tight clothing
should nat be warn. Shirts must caver the area of the body fram the shaulders to the waist. Garmeants must nat
be offansiva whila standing, walking ar sitting. Hats are nat ta be warn inside a building. Any violatians of the
dress cade are referred to an administratar. Students are required ta carrect the affensive dress by changing it
befare refurning ta class. It is recognized, however, that appropriate dress may be different depending upan the
age of the student.

+ At no time shauld undergarments be seen. Pants are nat ta be worn belaw hip lavel — skin or undergarments
are not to be seen. All hales in jeans should be at fingertip length.

+ Students may nat wear group calors ar insignias, including bandanas and gang-related clathing, that detract
from the teaching/learning enviranment or that threaten the narmal aperatian of the schaal.

+ Students may nat wear inapprapriata clothing depicling drug, alcohal ar tobacca usage ar praducts, sexual
innuendo or suggestive language.

+ Students may nat disrupt the teaching/learning atmaspheare by hairstyle ar drass.

+ Students may nat wear sleepwear, pajama bottoms, ar launge pants.

+ Students may not waar chains or spikes.

+ For safety reasons, heely shoes (with wheels) are not permitted at any schaol. Students are nat allowed ta
wear shawer thongs, flip flops, ar platfarm shoes.

Administration and faculty have the right to question a studenf's dress and fake necessary acfion if an item is
nat specifically addressed abave. Additionally, there are special approved student dress days that might
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provide soma excaptions to the above lika Spirit Waek, Homecoming, or Pajama Days.
Electronic Devices — Educational
Student use of slectronic devices which are used for instructional or educational purposes may be used In

classes with the teacher’s prior permission. Classroom teachers will decide what devices may be used,

when they may be used, and how they mayv be used in the classroom. Studants may not use any of these
devices for recording purposes. Studants who use such devices for entertainment or communication purposes

or in any non-educational manner will have the device confiscated and held in the building office until a parent
picks up the device or the student completes the discipline assigned. Educational devices include, but are not
limited to, laptops, PDAs, and calculators. Within the ever-changing world of technology, it may at times be
appropriate to use other electronic devicas for educational purposes. Bethel Park School District is not
responsible for any educational electronic device brought to school by a student.

Electronic Devices — Entertainment

Student use of selactronic devices for entertainment purposes are prohibited upon arrival on school property.
Deavicas may be used after the end of the schoo!l day. Electronic entertainment devices are often stolen. 1t is
highly recommended that students do not bring these devices to school. The school is not responsible for any
electronic entertainment devices. Devices that are seen or heard will be confiscated and held in the building
offica until a parant picks up the davice or until the student completes the discipline assigned. Entertainment
devices include, but are not limited to, CD playars, tapa players, walkmans, headsets/earphones, MP3 players,
Gameboys, and video games.

Faiiure to serve detention

H a student does not go to detention, hefshe will repeat that detention and an additional detention. Repeat
infractions move this to level two (ELEM/NEIL/IMS). At the HS, failure to servae detention automatically moves
this to level two and results in a Saturday detention.

Misconduct: Bus, Cafeteria, Sporting Events

All students are expected to behava in an orderly mannar, espacially on the bus, in the cafeteria, at recess, and

at interscholastic sporting events.

« Transportation to and from school is a privilege established by the district. Co-Curricular bus use is also a
privilege. Student responsibility for school rules begins at the bus stop. Infractions such as unsafe behavior,
disrespect, profanity, disorderly conduct, vandalism and the use of tobacco, alcohol or drugs may result in
the following additional consequences: bus suspension and loss of bus privileges.

+ Proper cafeteria conduct includes clearing the takle area, replacing chairs and returning trays. Food may not
be taken out of the cafeteria unless authorized.

+ Proper recess behavior includes listening to lunchtime proctors and noontime aides, respecting others,
refraining from unsafe behavior. Students will lose recess privileges when misconduct occurs.

+ Fan support is very important to our teams, but students must be respectful of other teams and players.
Students are expected to behave as courieous representatives of Bethel Park at all sporting events.

Ofiensivelprofane behaviors including language/materialsigestures

~Any use of profanity or obscenity, written, verbal or nonverbal, including obscene, abusive, slanderous,
disruptive and threatening language or gestures is unacceptabla and will not be tolerated on school property.
This could move to level 2 depending upon severity of the behavior or language.

Possession of Unacceptable litems
Students are not atlowed to bring items to school that are disruptive or detrimental to the educational process.
These items inctuds, but are not limited to, lighters and items used for pranks.

Public Display of Affection

Public displays of affection are inappropriate and not permitted.
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Tardy to class

« Students who are unexcused tardy to class for more than 10 minutes of the class period, will be referred to
the principal.

+ st and 2nd unexcused tardies will be dealt with by the individual classroom teacher. Typically this is not a-
problem at the elementary level. Elementary students may receive lunch detention.

+ Upon the 3rd unexcused tardy, the student will be referred to the grade level principal.

+  Subsequent tardies will result discipline options of increasing severity.

Throwing of Objects

Students are not permitted to throw objects such as: snowhalls, rocks, paper, food products, etc. If these
actions cause injury, this moves to level 2. Such actions may also warrant a civil lawsuit by the injured party and
a charge of disorderly conduct or simple assault.

Unauthorized Areas of Building (loitering):

Students whao are in an unassigned area in a building or on school grounds without the consent of a staff
member are in an Unauthorized Area. These areas include the following areas: behind buildings, in parking
lots, in faculty rooms, in supply rooms, and in wooded areas adjacent to the school property.

Unauthorized eating or drinking of candy/food/beverage

Refer to the School Board's Wellness Palicy for additional guidelines. Students may transport closed conlainers
of food and beverage to the cafeteria. Open containers of food and drink are not permitted outside of the
cafeteria and should not be brought into school. Any ealing or drinking of candy/food/beverages outside of the
cafeteria must be authorized by a principal.

Unsafe Behavior

Any action or behavior that may cause harm or injury to self or to others is defined as unsafe. These behaviors
include, but are not limited to the following: Shoving, pushing, running, jumping, throwing, tripping, giving “flat
tires,” wrestling, leapfrogging, piggy-backing. "De-Panising” will be treated as sexual harassment under tevel 2
offenses.

LEVEL TWO VIOLATIONS

Communication Devices {Cell Phones) )

Student use of communication devices is prohibited upon arrival on school property.  Cell phones must be
turned off. Devices that are seen ¢r heard will be confiscated and held in the building office. Cell phones may be
used after the school day. The parent/guardian may pick up the confiscated device in the building office or the
student may pick it up after completing the assigned discipline. Communication devices include cell phones,
pagers, beepers, or any other electronic device deemed by the administration to fall into this category.
Additionally, for repeated viclations, a student will be restricted from school activities for five days and be
assigned additional detentions.

Computer Usage and Internet Usage See School Board Policy

Computer lab usage is a privilege. Students who abuse computer equipment, software or data are denied
fulure usage of computers. Students are held liable for any damages and may be prosecuted. Only curricular-
related files may be saved by students to their accounts. Game-retated programs or files are prohibited. lllegal
use of the network, intentional deletion or damage to other’s files of data, copyright violations or theft of services
is reported to appropriate legal authorities for possible prosecution. School Board Policy - 8563

In addition to this policy, general rules for behavior and communications apply when using the Internel.

Vandalism, including harming another's data, the Internet, or other networks, results in denial of access. This
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includes the uploading or creation of computer viruses.

» Level 2 Computer Violation: Loss of computer/network privilegas for a minimum of 1 (ona} month.

*  Level 3 Computer Violation: Loss of computer/network privileges for the rest of the year. Studanis, who are
enrclied in a computer dependent course, where the successful completion of the course is based upon
computer usage during class, will be withdrawn from the course.

Forgeries
Signing a parent/guardian’'s name to an excuse or misrepresenting a teacher or administrafor's
permission/signature through a forgery is unethical and fraudutent.

Gaming ‘
Gambling and unauthorized card playing by students on school property is prohibited.

Harassmeant/bullying

Bullying, physical, verbal, electronic, or relational intimidation of one student by another is not allowed or
tolerated. Bullies seek power by putting others in distress in some way. Cyber bullying that impacts or interferes
with the regular school day is also a violation of this discipline code.

Harassment is defined as the intent to annoy or alarm another person for no legitimate purpose. Harassment of
any type (verbal, sexual, physical, or written) is not tolerated. Expression that mocks or ridicules another person
because of race, religious affiliation, handicap, gender, or national origin is also classifiad as harassment.
Charges may be filed for disorderly conduct or harassment. Physical or sexual harassment moves to level 3
according to Board policy. Behavior modification measures may also be taken. Additionally, students who
witness harassment or bullying are required to report it. See Board Policy 252

Hazing

Any activity that recklessly or intentionally endangers the mental health, physical heaith, or safety of a student or
causes willful dastruction or removat of public or private property for the purpose of initiation or membership is
prohibited. School Board Policy — 247

Incendiary Devices
Students are not permitted to use incendiary devices such as lighters, matches, efc. Those items will be
confiscated. :

Insubordination

Insubordination is defined as being in opposition to and in defiance of established authority. A student exhibiting
insubordinate hehavior is overbearing, offensive in conduct, insulting, or disrespectful. He/she refuses to
identify himself/herself to school personnel.

Leaving School Grounds
Leaving school grounds during the schoot day without appropriate authorization is strictly prohibited.

Physical altercation
Aggrassive physical behavior is prohibited. This behavior may result from a dispute or disagreement.

Theft
Taking anything that does not belong to you without paying for it or without appropriate permission is prohibited.
Serious theft results in a level 3 discipline and possible netification of civil authorities.

Tobacco Products

Students’ possession or use of tobacco products including smokeless tobacce is prohibited. The Administration

will confiscate all tobacco products and lighters/imatches that the students possess during school hours. Refer
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to School Board Policy: 222,

Trespassing

After school hours students must be involved in a supervised activity or have the permission of a staff member
fo be on Campus. Using school buildings to play basketball on weekends, going on roof of elementary school, or
entering a building without permission is prohibited.

Truancy: On-campus and Off-Campus
On Campus: Students who do not follow proper homeroom or tardy sign-in procedures and who then proceed
fo attend classes in a "selective” manner will be considered as "On-Campus Truant.”

Off-Campus: When parents are not aware of the student’s absence, this is considered "Off- Campus Truant.”

in addition to the tevel 2 consequences for both offenses, these students will be issued a “0” {zero grade) for all
classes on the day in question.

LEVEL THREE VIOLATIONS

Alcohol and Drugs
Possession, sale or use of alcohol or drugs on school district property or during school-sponsored activities is
prohibited. Refer to the Controlled Substances and Paraphernalia Policy: 227.

Assault

+ Aggravated Assault — Any physical attack on a student or school official is a crime of aggravated assault
and will result in a criminal charge.

+ Simple Assaulf — Fighting - A student shall neither intentionally, nor recklessly cause, attempt to cause, or
threaten to cause injury. Students may not intentionally ptace another in fear of bodily injury or harm nor
conduct him/herself in a way that could reasonably cause physical injury to any person.

Disorderly Conduct

A student exhibits disorderly conduct when hefshe engages in fighting, intends to cause public inconvenience,
annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creates a risk. Depending upon the severity of the action, criminat charges
may be imposed.

Extortion, Blackmail, Coercion

Extortion is defined as the obtaining of money, property or services by violence or threat of violence, or forcing
someone to do something against their will. Students who extort, blackmail, or coerce may have charges filed
against them.

False Fire Alarms
Damage to or misuse of the fire alarm system, extinguishers, or other fire protection equipment is prohibited and
may be penalized as a violation of the PA Criminal Code.

Fires

Any student igniting a fire is immediately referred to civil authorities. The possession of lighted, burning or
ignited objects in any area of the school is a violation with a referral to civil authorities and a possible monetary
fine.

Harassment: Physical or Sexual
According to Board policy, physical or sexual harassment is a level three violation. See definitions under level
two violations. School Board Policies - 248 and 252
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Indecenf Exposure

~ Indecent exposure is defined as the exposing of private body parts under circumstances that the student knows
his/her conduct is likely to cause insult or alarm. This is a misdemeanor and may he referred to civil authaorities.
This applies to students on school property and at co-curricular or sports related activities.

Threats

Threats {verbal, written or gestured) to school district employees and/or students are not tolerated. For severe,
serious, or terroristic threats, such as bomb threats - see School Board Policy — 218.2,

Vandalism

This is the destruction of school property such as: software, educational material, equipment, furniture, buses,
buildings and facilities. This is also the destruction of private/employee properly on or off school grounds.
Students are responsible for loss or damage and the parent/guardian is held liable for incurred financiai loss.
School Board Palicy — 224

Weapons

Any student found in possession of a weapon during school hours or during schaol-sponsored activities held on
or off school property will immediately be reported to the local police. School Board Policy — 218.1

The telephone number for the Bethel Park Police TIP LINE is 412-851-2773. This line was established for
residents to anonymously report suspicious and/or illegal activity.

7.
8.
9

. HELPFULHNTS =

Speak of schoal to your child in positive terms.

Encourage your child to come to school or the bus stop without your assistance.

Make sure your child gets plenty of rest.

Before school each day, provide your child with sufficient time to care for personal needs, to dress, and to eat
a nourishing and unhurried meal.

Label boots, raincoats, sweaters, and outerwear as well as lunch boxas and other things your child brings to
school.

Make sure your child’s coat fits over other clothes comfortably and that it can be buttoned or zipped without
any help. Provide boots that your child can put on easily.

Encourage your child to listen and to follow simple directions.

Read to your child each day.

Provide some type of positive reinforcament when your child shows marked improvement or for continuing
his/her good performance.

10. Designate a specific place in the home where your child can place items to be brought to school.
11. Discuss safe walking tips with your child.

The Parent Teacher Associations/Organizations are an important part of the school. The officers, chairpersons,
and volunteers of the PTA/PTO work hard to support the programs offered by the school and to provide
supplemental activities that enhance your child's school experiences. You are encouraged to join the PTA/PTO
and become involved! -
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| BETHEL PARK
SCHOOL DISTRICT

No 853 .

© sECTION: - ~ OPERATIONS
TITLE: - INTBRNETACCEPTABLEUSE
| ADOPTED MAY 28,2000

o RE_WS-ED;

‘ _:: 1-Purpose

3. Authority

. Sec. 1732

13. Delegation.of

PLI06554

853 IN’IERNET ACCEPTABLE USE

- |"The Board supports use of: the Intemet and other computer networks in the distnct'
- | instructional and operational'] programs in order to facilitate learning, teachingand
- daily- operatrons through: mterpersonal commumcatlons and access 1o- mformatlon

' research and collaboratmn o

: :For mstruct;onal purposes the use of network facilities shall be conslstent wnth the :
| curriculum: adopted by the scbool district as well as the varied 1nstructxonal needs,
- -leammg styles, ab:htxes, and developmenta] levels of students. SR B

The electromc mformatron avallable o students and staff does not Imply o
. .endorsement by the district of the content, nor does the district. guaranteée the
.- | accuracy of information received. The district shall not be respons1ble forany .
L mformatlon that may be lost, damaged or unavallable when’ usmg ithe. uetwork or for f

=.any mformatlon that is retneved via the Intemet ‘ _ B

'Ifhe district shall not be responmble for any unauthonzed charges or fees resultmg
.from access to the Internet :

_ :_The dlstnct reserves: the rlght to log network use and to monitor. f leserver space = -
utilization by district users, while respectmg the privacy rights of both: dlstnct users -
: and outs1de users ' _ S

| The Board estabhshes that network use 1s a pnvrlege not a nght mappropnate,
i unairthorized-and illegal use wnll result in cancellatlon of those prlvﬂeges and
appropnate dlsctphnary action. " o : e

| The Supermtendent or. hls/her demgnee shall establish a list of matenals inaddition |
| to those stated in law, that are mappropnate for access by mmors

"The district. shall make every. effort to ensure that ttns resource is used responsxbly

'+ " Responsibility - .by students and’ staff LU AT
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853. INTERNET ACCEPT-ABLE?USE -Pg.2

PL. 106554
- ‘Sec.’1711,1721

4. Guidelines

" -Prolubltlons

T

¥

Administrators, teachers and staff have a prefessmnal responsibility o work ’mgether

to help students develop the intellectual skills necessary to discriminate among
information sources, to identify information appropriate to their age and
developmental levels, and to evaluate and use the mfermatmn to meet their
educational goals. -

Students and-staff have the respon51h111ty 1o respect: and protect the rights of every

other user m the district-and on the Internet .

| The bmldmg admm1strator shall have the authorlty to. determme what is
-mappropnate use. - : ‘

The Supenntendent or de51gnee shall be respon51ble for unplementmg technology

1 and-procedures to determine whether the district's computers are being used for -
_purposes prohibited by law or for accessing sexually exphcn' matenals The B
1 procedure shall include but not be lnmted to ‘

|I'L Utlllzmg atechnology protection measure that blooks or filters Internet access.

for minors ‘and adults to. certain visnal depictions that are obscene,. child -
- pornography, harmful to minors with respect to nse by minors, or determmed
mappropnate for use by minors by the Board :

2. Mamtammg and securmg a usage log

o '3. Momtormg on]me acnvmes of minors.

Network accounts.shall be-used only. by the authorized owner of the aceount for its

| approved purpose. All communications and information accessible via the network
|:should be assumed to be private property.and shall not be disclosed. Network users .

shall respect the pmvacy of other nsers-on the system.

Students and staff are expected to actina responsible, ethical -and legal manner in
| accordance with district policy, accepted rules of network ethuette and federal and '
| state law Spemﬁcally, the followmg uses are prohlblted -

Faclhtatmg 111egal act1v1ty

' 2._ Cemmercml or.for-proﬁt purposes. '

Non-work or non-school related work.

1 4. Product advertisement or political lobbying.
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853 INTERNET ACCEPTABLEUSEPg3 .

ffollowed

o 5 .Hate mall dlscnmmatoryremaﬂ{s and oﬁem1ve or mﬂammatory
: '.,.‘j-commumcatton . -

6 ':'!Unauthonzed or alllegal mstallanon d1str1butlon reproducnon or use of
‘::copynghted matenals

f?.:;-Access to obscene or pomographlc mater1al or ch11d pomography

.'f'lAccess by students and' mmors to matenai that 1s hannfu] to mmors ‘o 1s
detemuned mappropnate for mmors m accordance with Board pohcy

iTransmls _on of matenal hkely to be offensrve or objecttonable to rec1p1ents |

: : Intennonal obtamlng or modlfylng of ﬁles, passwords and data belongmg to
A4 '-otherusers ) TS .

o : ’12 Impersonatlon nf another user, anonymtty, and pseudonyms o

: copynght Iaws e

' f"__ -:14 'oadmg or usmg ofunauthonzed games programs, ﬁles or other electronle ;

"5'.' Dlsruptlon ofthe wo}:k of otherusers o |

'Destructton, modlﬁcanon, abuse or: unauthonzed access to network hardware
“soﬁwareand ﬁles R . S

7 Quotmg of personal commumcatlons m a pubhc ‘forum w1thout the ongmal
- author s; rmr consent : N o

B ,Secnrl o

: ',System secunty is protected through the {se of passwords Fallure to adequately
4 protect or update: ‘passwords could result in unauthorized-access to ‘personal of. |-
district ﬁles To proteot the mtegnty of the system, the follomng gu1dehnes shall 'be .‘;_: -

B -;_I-'Employees and students sball notreveal then' passwords to another md1v1dual

) "'Users are: not to use a computer that has been Iogged in under another studentf
1. or-employee 5 name ' : R

L ; ";13 _Fraudulent copymg, commumeat]ons or modlﬁcanon of matenals m v1olatlon of [ 3




- 853. INTERNET ACCEPTABLE USE - Pg. 4

“P,L.94-553
Sec. 107
Pol. 814

P.L.106-554

Sec. 1732

‘3. .Any user identified as-a security risk or having a history of problems with other

-gomputer- systems may be derued accessto the network.

-1 Conseguences For Inappropnate Us

| The network user shall be responsible for damages to the equipment, systems, and

soﬁware resultmg ﬁ'om dehbcrate or willful acts.

Illegal use of. the network; mtentlonal deletlon or damage to files of’ data belongmg
| to others; copyright violations; and theft of services will be reported to the ‘

appropnate legal authrities for- possﬂale prosecutlon

General rules for behavror and communications apply when using the: Intemet, in

1 addition to the stipulations of this policy. Loss of -access and other dlsclphnary :
. actlons shal] be consequences for. mappropnate use. .

] -Vandallsm will result in cancellatlon of access privileges. Vandalism is defined as

any malicions attempt to harm or destroy data of another user, Internet or other

.| networks; this includes but is not limited to-uploading or creatmg computer viruses.

Copyright

The illegal use of copyrighted software by students and staff is prohibited, Any.data

‘uploaded to or downloaded from the network shall be subject to fair use’ guidelines.

Any work created for use at any machine in the district shall remain under the -

ownership of the Bethel Park School District.

- Safety
1 To the greatest extent possible, users of the network will be protecied from
: _harassment and unwanted or unsolicited communication. Any.network user who ,
-| receives threatening or unwelcome communications shall report such immediately to

| ateacher or administrator. Network users shall not reveal personal information to-
‘_other users onthe network, including chat roomis,  e-mail, ]nternet, etc.

~ |'Any: dlS’tI‘lct computerfserver utihzed by students and staff shall be equlpped wrth
. ‘Intemet blockmg/ﬁltermg software. _

. Internet safety measurcs.shall:effectwely address the following" |

' 1 Control of aceess by mmors to’ mapproprlate matter on the Internet. and World

Wlde Web,
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“Title 22"
) Sec 4031

Board Polxcy
B ol |

O P

< | Seci 6777

o PACode ; T

School, ode
"u.-};24PS SH
Sec 4601 etseq

Chosmae o IR el L e e T s -w'-“x.'_z“' e e

N 2. safety and secur;ty ofmmors when usmg electromc mall chat rooms and other E
1 forms of. dlrect electromc commumcatmns ' o B

s, ] Preventlon cf unauthonzed on]me access by mmors mcludmg "hackmg" and

’-7 .other unlawﬁﬂ actmtles

1' 'Unauthonzed dxscl@sure, use and dlssemmation of personal mformauon
_1regard]ng mmors S . R . Dl

5 Resmction of mmors accessf .materlals harmﬁxl tothem




 STUDENT INFORMATION

in compliance with Federal Law, the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1975
{Buckley Amendment), the Bethel Park School District is notifying parents/guardians of
their rights.

Directory informalion concerning a sludent will be included in school publications,
programs, newspapers, and radio and TV releases. Directory information includes: the
pupil's name, address, telephone number, date of birth, participation in school clubs, activities, sporis, dates of
attendance, awards received, and other simitar information.

i parents/guardians do not want specific information included, or if they wish to completely prohibit release of
any directory information, they are to inform the office in writing.

PTA/PTO organizations may publish a student directory for the convenience of parenis. Please know that
participation is vofuntary.

= PUBLIC RELATIONS RELEASES =

Use of Student Photos or Comments

The Bethel Park School District provides opportunities for positive media publicity by arranging for reporters
and/or photographers to interview and/or photographfvideotape students throughout the school year for use in
district and local publications, newspapers or television.

if you prefer that your child not be interviewed or pholographed for publicity purposes, please fill out lhe
following form and return it to the school office. This will be kept on file for the duration of the upcoming school
year. This request will be good oniy for this school year and will need to be updated annually.

If you have no objection to your child being photographed/interviewedNideotaped for publicity purpeses, you do
not need to do anything at this time.

detach & return

DENIAL OF PERMISSION TO PHOTOGRAPH/INTERVIEW MY CHILD

It is my request that my child not be photographed/interviewed/videotaped for publicity purposes during the
2008-2009 school year. | undersiand that this request applies only for the 2008-2009 school year.

STUDENT’S NAME:

FARENT’S NAME/SIGNATURE:

GRADE_____ . HOMEROOM
29
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Bethel Park Elementary Schools
Educational Family Trip Permission Form

e IMPORTANT! This form MUST be submitted to your Child’s
homeroom teacher at least three days PRIOR to the absence from
school. If this procedure is not followed, the absence will be
considered UNEXCUSED/ILLEGAL.,

Students Name Homeroom #

Please excuse my child for the following dates:

He/she will be participating in an Educational Family Trip to the following
location:

Describe the edueational value of this proposed trip i.e. what will be learned
and/or experienced?

Parent/Guardian Signature Date

Homeroom Teacher Signature Date Received

Principal Signature Date Receivéd
Request Approved Request Denied

Reason for Denial (if applicable):




