
CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2011! 
 425 seniors graduated on June 4, 
2011. 
 167 graduated with a QPA of 3.5 or 
higher. 
 The Class of 2011’s combined SAT 

scores of 1562 were 89 points higher than the 
State average and 36 points higher than the 
National average. 

 99.5% of BPHS graduates will continue their 
education—four and two year college (94%), and 
business or technical school (5.5%). 

 The Class of 2011 earned $5.5 million in scholarships. 
 

7 HONORED BY NATIONAL MERIT 
CORPORATION 
 1 National Merit Scholarship Finalist—Justin 

Fleischmann. 
 5 Commended Students—Nathaniel Braman, Deanna 

Kovell, Spencer Kun, Jacob Michalski and Manasa 
Ravi . 

 3 students earned National Merit Special 
Scholarships—Justin Fleischmann, Alexander Mace 
and Jacob Michalski. 

 

92 INDUCTED INTO NATIONAL HONOR 
SOCIETY 
 92 students were inducted into the National Honor 

Society, including 3 seniors, 17 juniors and 72 
sophomores. Inductees must maintain a minimum 
3.85 QPA and spend at least 35 hours annually 
performing community service. 

 

22 NAMED AP SCHOLARS 
 Joshua Kammeraad and Andrew Pfeifer — AP 

National Scholars. 
 Paula Amin, Jeremy Ferlic, Patrick Sullivan, George 

Touloumes, Joseph Brucker and Justin Fleischmann — 
AP Scholars of Distinction. 

 Gregory Vater, Sarah Yousef, Jinjing Lee and Jacob 
Michalski — AP Scholars with Honor. 

 Brian Brady, Paul Faulkner, Sean Kidney, Brian 
Omslaer, Kacey Opferman, Thomas Phillips, Andrew 
Glaid, Manasa Ravi, Maria Touloumes and Sean 
Walsh — AP Scholars. 

BPHS ACHIEVEMENTS 
 Will Ament, Marla Vaughn, Shankar Athinarayanan, 

Shannon Fagan and Jarrod Cingel earned First Place 
Awards at the 2010 local PA Junior 
Academy of Science. 
 Will Ament earned a First Place and 
Marla Vaughn, Shannon Fagan and 
Jarrod Cingel earned Second Place 
Awards at the State PJAS competition. 
 Will Ament, Jarrod Cingel and Marla 

Vaughn won awards at the Pittsburgh Regional 
Science and Engineering Fair. 

 Shannon Fagan, Jarrod Cingel and Brandon Hanson 
earned First Place; Jessica Placke and Rachel Bove, 
and Kyle Barron and Brandon Hanson earned  
Second Place Awards at the Science Olympiad. 

 Rebecca Gales and Sara Tolmer, and Alyssa Nagel 
earned 2 Gold Medals; Ashley Black and Shannen 
Stinson, and Briana Brookins and Laura Palombo, 
and Bridget Lydon , Nicole Sulinski and Melissa 
Barnes earned 3 Silver Medals at the FCCLA State 
Leadership Conference. 

 46 students won awards at the DECA District 
Conference to advance to the State Competition, 
where 10 students won and advanced to Nationals. 
At Nationals Thomas Bailey, Molly Schatzel, David 
Black, Matt Dupree, Brett Reese, Ashley Gerst and 
Meghan Murray earned Awards of Excellence, which 
placed them in the top 20 percent of the 
competitors in their event. 

 Art students Stephanie Rigo, Molly Smith, Shelby 
Solomon, Matt Mackowiak and Olivia Summaria 
joined teachers Christen Palombo and Kent Wallisch 
to have their artwork selected for display at the 
“Live to Draw, Draw to Live” exhibit at the Art 
Institute Gallery. 

 The BPHS Team—Justin Fleischmann, Erin Hajduk 
and Dan Snyder—won their first round game and 
advanced to the playoffs of KDKA-TV’s Hometown Hi
-Q quiz program. 

 Megan Crawford was the top 
scorer in Western PA on the Level 
4 National German Exam and 
Jeanie Kaiser, Patrick Scheurell, 
Trevor Walter, Henry Payseure, 
Nick Poe and Justin Fleischmann 
finished in the top 20. 
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 BPHS German students earned 3 Firsts (Henry 
Payseure, Kristy Ennis and Robby Dougher), 3 
Seconds (Amanda Ruschel, Matt Mackowiak and 
Kaileigh Poe) and 2 Third Place Awards (Logan Tuite 
and John Pike) at the AATG German Day 
Competition. 

 22 BPHS German students were inducted into the 
Delta Epsilon Pi German National Honor Society. 

 Erin Hedglen and Jarrod Cingel earned Silver Medals; 
Liz Lucchesi earned a Magna Cum Laude Certificate 
and Christian Hokaj and Ann Walsh earned  Cum 
Laude Certificates on National Latin Exams. 

 For the second consecutive year, the BPHS Team—
Thomas Bailey, Mary Jo Bailey and Jason Stewart—
won the Teen Safe Driving Competition. Thomas 
Bailey was the top driver in the Individual 
Competition. 

 Kerry Jo Green, Manasa Ravi, Jordan Todd, 
Madeline Balzarini, Rebecca Rodgers, Shannon 
Fagan, Jarrod Cingel and Molly Graham competed at 
the PA State Forensics Tournament. 

 Kevin Fleischmann won the Grades 9-10 CalcuSolve 
Competition and Dan Snyder finished Third. 

 Juliana Buchwald was selected to attend the 
University of Pittsburgh Health and Career Scholars 
Academy (formerly the Governor’s School for 
Health). 

 Nicole Hester, Brett Moorman, Gregory Pohodich 
and Mark Render received Excellence in Technology 
Awards from the Bethel Park/Upper St. Clair Rotary 
Club. 

 Katherine Skirda-Kemerer took Third in the Food and 
Beverage Event at the PA Skills USA Competition. 
Tom Boehm, Jonathan Mark, Carly Klim, Rachel 
Stratton and Katherine Skirda-Kemerer won at the 
District level to compete at States. 

 18 students participated in career apprenticeship 
programs offered by the Allegheny Intermediate 
Unit. 

 43 student athletes will continue their athletic 
careers on the collegiate level. 

 BPHS earned a $13,519 STEAM Grant to offer the 
class Chemistry in the Working World and Art. 

 BPHS Physical Education students collected $400 
worth of animal supplies and donated them to two 
animal shelters. 

 The Military Writers Society of America sent several 
award-winning authors to spend a day at BPHS to 
conduct workshops with English and History 
students. 

 
 

MUSIC HONORS 
 3 musicians played in the PMEA Honors 

Orchestra—Stephen Barnhart, Alex 
Curtis and Jordan Todd. 

 7musicians played in the PMEA Honors 
Band—Jeff Bright, Travis Butler, Mark 
Debski, Phoebe Gorges, Spencer Kun, Audrey Miller 
and Jennifer Searles. 

 4 musicians played in the PMEA District Orchestra—
Stephen Barnhart, Emily Carpenter, Mark Debski and 
Jennifer Searles. 

 5 musicians played in the PMEA District Band—Mark 
Debski, Bryan Deal, Jimmy Dykstra, Audrey Miller and 
Jennifer Searles. 

 15 vocalists sang in the PMEA District Chorus—Sam 
Albanesi, George Barr, Grace Barry, Holly Brueggman, 
David Dickey, Andrea Groves, Kevin Harvey, Joe 
Henkels, Peter Henkels, Megan Kinzler, Marco Pilotta, 
Sean Poorman, Rachel Salera, Lucy Sedor-Franzak  and 
Mandy Slowey. 

 3 musicians played in the PMEA Region Orchestra—
Stephen Barnhart, Mark Debski and Jennifer Searles. 

 3 musicians played in the PMEA Region Band—Mark 
Debski, Audrey Miller and Jennifer Searles. 

 15 vocalists sang in the PMEA Region Chorus—Sam 
Albanesi, George Barr, Grace Barry, Holly Brueggman, 
David Dickey, Andrea Groves, Kevin Harvey, Joe 
Henkels, Peter Henkels, Megan Kinzler, Marco Pilotta, 
Sean Poorman, Rachel Salera, Lucy Sedor-Franzak  and 
Mandy Slowey. 

 2 musicians played in the All-State Orchestra — 
Stephen Barnhart and Mark Debski. 

 1 student played in the Junior High District Orchestra — 
Eiren Burkhart. 

 5 students played in the Junior High District Band — Joe 
Beaver, Jarrod Cingel, Molly Gorges, Phoebe Gorges 
and Mary Hannah Swaney. 

 5 students sang in the PMEA Junior High District 
Chorus—Christina Cvetic, Phoebe Gorges, Zach Laufer, 
Ben Muscato and Nick Pilotta. 

 6 Neil Armstrong musicians played in the PMEA 
Elementary District Band Fest West—Kenneth 
Barnhart, Julia Davin, Casey Hammer, Nathan Hoppe, 
Maria Jay and Joey Mueser. 

 The BPHS Music Department earned 35 awards at the 
Festivals of Music in Orlando, including 9 Superior 
Awards, 8 Best in Class Awards, 6 Best Overall Gold 
Awards, 2 Best Overall Bronze Awards, 2 Excellent 
Awards, 5 Outstanding Awards and 3 Best Overall 
Awards. 

 The Ninth Grade Music Department earned 7 awards at 
the Music in the Parks Festival in Hershey, including 2 



Excellent Ratings, 3 First Place Awards and 1 Second 
Place Award. 

 65 BPHS, IMS and NAMS brass musicians participated in 
an afternoon of master classes at the annual Brass Day 
and then performed for the residents at Bethel 
Retirement. 

 

ATHLETIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
WPIAL SEMIFINALISTS 
 Girls Basketball 
 Baseball 
 Girls Lacrosse 

WPIAL QUARTERFINALISTS 
 Football 
 Boys Volleyball 

SECTION CHAMPIONS 
 Boys Volleyball 
 Boys Swimming 

OTHER WPIAL PLAYOFF TEAMS 
 Girls Swimming (finished Fourth  in the WPIAL) 
 Boys Soccer 
 Girls Soccer 
 Girls Tennis 
 Boys Lacrosse 
 Wrestling 

OTHER ACCOLADES 
 Erik Brinkhoff – WPIAL Champion in 50 freestyle 
 Shakeil Carter – WPIAL Champion in 100 and 200 

meters 
 Nick Bonaccorsi – WPIAL Wrestling Champion at 171 
 Nick Bonaccorsi and Dylan Mogan – Section Wrestling 

Champions 
 Caleb Troy—Section Singles Tennis Champion 
 Rob Heuler – WPIAL Scholar Athlete 
 Slow Pitch Softball – WPISL Champions 
 Varsity 3 Inline Hockey – PIRHL Champions 
 Ice Hockey – Penguin Cup Semifinalist 
 

IMS ACCOLADES 
 Danielle Aiello, Austin Habovick, Eric 

Metzmaier and Rebecca Swaneyð
earned First Place and the Best Portfolio 
Award at the National Fluid Power 
Association’s National Fluid Power 

Challenge. 
 Adithya Krishnachand, Aaron Coplan, Jarrod Cingel 

Brandon Hanson and Christian Hokaj were recognized 
by the Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented 
Youth for outstanding scores on the SAT. 

 John Bosko, Adithya Krishnachand and Emily Kukan 
earned Magna Cum laude Certificates and Keith Powell 

earned a Cum Laude Certificate on the National Latin 
Exams. 

 Kristen Kohler earned a Sponsor Award PRSEF. 
 The IMS Team finished in Sixth Place at the Science 

Olympiad, earning 3 Third Place Awards (Adithya 
Krishnachand and Jack Brownfield, Alex Fleming and 
Amanda Hokaj, and Adelai Flowers and Emily 
Augustine) and 4 Fourth Place Awards (Adelai Flowers 
and Jelena Mrvos, Grant Wilson, and Alex Fleming and 
Amanda Hokaj, and Emily Augustine and Amanda 
Hokaj). 

 Emily Augustine earned Honorable Mention in a 
letter writing contest sponsored by the PA Center for 
the Book. 

 For the second consecutive year, Aaron Coplan won 
the school’s Spelling Bee and represented IMS in the 
Post Gazette Spelling Bee. 

 Health Classes kept their classmates healthy by staging 
a Health Fair on a variety of topics. 

 Student Council raised $1,425 for Make-A-Wish at the 
annual Holiday Dance. 

 The Music Lab was upgraded with 24 student stations. 
 

NEIL ARMSTRONG AWARDS AND HONORS 
 Team Eclipse collected 155 jars of 

peanut butter and 140 jars of jelly and 
the faculty donated $100 to the 
Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank. 

  29 gifted students read 290 books 
over 2 months to earn books for 
needy children through Scholastic 
Books Classrooms Care program. 

 Grant Jansante was one of 10 winners in Storyworks 
Magazine’s Birthday Essay Contest. 

 Sixth graders learned how to build functioning robots. 
 

ELEMENTARY HIGHLIGHTS 
 Lincoln and Memorial Elementary 
Schools were named Title 1 
Distinguished Schools. 
 Franklin students Alex Mullen and 
Josie Gorges won the local and district 
Elks Hoop Shoot to advance to the State 
Finals. 

 The Memorial PTA received a $5,000 Lowe’s Grant to 
purchase enough interactive whiteboards to ensure 
every Memorial classroom has one. 

 Washington students wore their PJs to school to raise 
$650 for a classmate whose home was lost in a fire. 

 William Penn was one of 10 area elementary schools to 
receive a full set of Orff Instruments from the American 



Orff Schulwerk Association to help students learn how 
to play in an ensemble. 

 

DISTRICT/STAFF ACCOLADES 
 BPHS English Teacher Christopher Jack was named  a 

Finalist for the 2012 PA Teacher of 
the Year. 
 Lincoln Reading Specialist Rebekah 
Seewald was selected to the 
Reading Achievement Center’s 
Leadership Academy. 
 Franklin Kindergarten Teacher 
Suzanne Vighetti was selected to 
present a workshop about the 

District’s Bully Prevention Program at the National 
Kindergarten Conference. 

 BPSD cafeterias passed a State Nutrition Inspection 
conducted by the PA Division of Food and Nutrition. 

 All BPSD cafeterias passed Allegheny County Health 
Department inspections without any violations. 

 The Pittsburgh Business Times ranked the Bethel Park 
School District #11 out of 104 Southwest PA school 
districts, based on PSSA scores for the past two years. 
Bethel Park High School was ranked #11; Independence 
Middle School was #13 and Neil Armstrong Middle 
School was #13. Of the 497 school districts in PA, Bethel 
Park was ranked #34. 

 The Bethel Park School District made Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) on the 2010 PSSA Exams.  All Bethel Park 
elementary and middle schools received the Keystone 
Achievement Award from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education in recognition of making 
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) on the PSSAs for the 
past two years. Bethel Park High School missed making 
AYP due to the Special Education subgroup Reading 
scores. 

To learn more about the Bethel Park School District, go to 
www.bpsd.org! 


